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ON PUBLICATIONS. 

>' I '1 i S not unamufing to' conluler the £;• 
I veral apolo^cs that people nuke when 
thejr commeDce aothorfc It is taken for granted 
that on «Tei7 publicatioQ there, is at leaft a 
&ctning violation of modelly ; a prefumptioni 
on the writer's fide, that he is able to ihftru£t 
or to entertun the world ; which impUeS a 
fupjK^ticHi that he can ounmunicate, iit^uit they 
cannot draw from their own reflexkns. 
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4 ESSAYSONMEN, . 

To remove ai^ prejudice this might occa- 
£oB, has been the general intent of prefaces . 
Some ve find extremely follicitoos to claim* 
acquaintance with tbetr reader ; addrefling bin 
by the moft tender an<{ endearing aj^llaticms. 
He is m general ftyled the moft loving, candid^ 
and courteous creature that ever breathed j with 
a view, donbtlcfs, that he mil dcferre the ccsn- 
pliment^ and that lus favcHr maybe feciired at 
the expence of Im better judgmenL Mean 
and idle expectation ! The accii&ntal elopC' 
ments and a^entures of a cmnpofition ; the 
danger of an imperfeft and fiirreptitions publi" 
cation; the preHing and indifcreet inllancis of 
Irieuds-; the pious and well'^neaQt frauds of 
acquuntance ; with the irrefiiUble commands of 
perfeos in high Kfe;. have been excufcs oftcw 
febllttuted in plvx oT the real motiTes, vanity 
and hunger. 

The. m^ altowablft TeaAms. jfbr appearing 
dios- in public, are either the advantage or 
amufemcnt of our fel]atv-sreatur»^ or our owb< 
private emolument and reputation.- . 

A M A N poflelTed of inCelle^al talents vodI^ 
be mor& blameable ia coofisiBg them to hi» 
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MANNERS AND THINGS. 5 
own private ufe, than the mean-fpirited mifer, that 
did the fame by his money. The latter is indeed 
obliged R} bid adieu to what he communicates ; 
the former enjoys his treafures, even while he 
renders others the better for them. A compo- 
fition that enters the world wnh a view of im- 
proving or amufing it, (I nu^n only, amufing 
it in a polite en* innocent way) has a claim to 
our utmoft indulgeoce, even though it fkil of 
die dk& intended. 

Whem a writer's private intereft appears 
the motive of his publication, the reader has a 
larger &opc for accofation, if he be a fufii^er. 
Whoever pays for dioughis, which this kind of 
writers may be faid to vend, has room enough 
to complain, if he be difappointcd of his bargain. 
He has no revenge, but ridiciHe ; and, contrary 
to the praSice in other cafes, to make the worft 
of a bad barg^n, 

When the love of fame aftj vpca a man 
of genras, the cafe appears to ftand thus. The 
generality of the worid, diftinguifhed by the 
name of readers, obferve with a reluiSancc not 
unnatural, a perfon raifing himfelf above than. 
All mca have fame d^rc of fame, and fame is 
B 3 grounded 
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6 ESSAY SONMEN, 
grounded on comparllbn, Every one then if 
ftMnewhat indined to difpqte his title to a fupe? 
lioricy; and to difallov his pretenJioos npoi^ 
the difcovery of a flaw. Indeed, a fine writer, 
like a lummoos body, may be beneficial to the 
perfim he enlightens ; but, it is plaiq, he render^ 
the opadty of the other more dtfcemible — :£lxami- 
bation, however, is a fort of n^pike ip (hf: 
way to feme, whcrci though a writer be a wl^le 
detained, and part mth a trifle ftaai his pocket, 
'W finds in return a more conmiodious and eafy 
zoad to the temple. 

When, therefbre, a man is ,confcious of 
ability to' ferre his coontry, or behere^ himfelf 
poflefled of it (for there is no previoos tell OQ 
this occafion) he has nq.room to hefitate, at 
need to make apology — When fclf-intercft 
inclines a man to print, he fliould cqnfider that 
the pnrchafer expc3s a pennyworth fpr hi^ 
penny ; and has reafon to afperfe his honefly 
if he finds himfelf dcpeived-r-Alfc^ that it is 
poffible to publifli a book of no Tiluc, which, 
is too frequently the produft of fach merccn^ 
people. — When feme is the principal objeil 
of our devotion, it fiiould be confidered whether 
our charaAer is like to gain in point of wi^ what 
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MAJINERS AND THINGa j 
it vill probably lofe in point of modeftj: 
otherwife wo Ihall be cenfured of Taoi^ more than 
famed for genius; and deprefs ouc charaAer while 
Ve ftrivc to raife it. 

After all, there is a propeofity in fome 
to cMtimuiucate their thoughts without any Ttew 
at all : the more fanguine of thefe employ the 
preis; the lefs li?eiy are contented with being 
impertin^p in ^onTcrfatiop. 
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On the Teft of pc^uUr opinion, 

HAPPEN to fall into company mth a dnzen, 
a CQurder, and an academidc 



Sats the cithen, I am toM continually of tafte, 
refinement, and politenefs; but methinks the 
Vulgar aqd illiterate generally ai^rove the fame 
produ^ons with the connoifeurs, One rarely 
£nds a landikip, a building, or a play that has; 
charms for the critick exclufive of the mechanick. 
But on the other h^nd oue readily remarks ftu- 
dents who labotu* to be dull, depraring their 
native relifti by the very means they ufe to tc-. 
pne it. The vulgar may not indeed be capable 
<rf giving the reafons why a compofition pleafe? 
them. That mccbanifal diftmftion they leave 
to the connoifeur. But they are at all time^ 
methinks judges of the beauty of an eScJ^ 
9 part of knowledge in molt refpeds allpwedly 
more genteel ih;»n that of the operatcff. 

Says the courtier, I cannot anfwer for every 
individual ioftance; but I think moderately fpeak-^ 
ing, tbe vulgar are generally in the wrong. If 
they happen to be othcrwife, it i$ principally 
owing to their implicit reliance Qn the jOdll <^ 
their . 
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MANNERS, AND THINCB. 9 
^ir fuperion: and this has Ibinaimcs beoi 
ilrangely cffefhial in making than imagine ihcf 
rdifli perfeftion. In ihort, if erer they judge 
well, it is at the tiine they lezfl: prcflimc tq frame 
opimons for themfelTCSt 

I T is true they ^1 pietend to talte an objefi 
vhich they know their betters do. But then 
they coofider fpme perfons juf^ment as a cert 
tain ftandard or mJe ; they find the obj^ cA 
aAly tally, and this demonflrated appearance 
pf beauty affords theqi fome {inall degree of 
fatisfaftipn, 

It is the fame vith regard u> the appetite fnm 
which the metaphor of afte is borrowed. " Such 
f a foup or ollio, fay they, is much in rogue, and 
" if you do not like i^ yon mull learn to like 



But in poetry, for inftauce, it is urged diat 
die vulgar difcover the fame beauties with the 
man of reading. 

Now half or more of the' beauties of poetry 

depend on metaphor or allufion, neither of which. 

by a mind unculiirated can be applied to their 

proper 
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pn^er cottmerpam. Their beauty of c(H^ 
quence is like a piAure to abliad maa 

, How many of thefe peculiarities in poetry 
turn upon a knowledge ofjihilofophy andhiftoiy t 
and let me add thefe latent beauties give the moit 
4elig|it to fuch as Cji^ unfdd them^ 

I MiQHT launch out nrnc^ further in regard 
to the narrow limits of their apprehenfions .^ 
What I haive fud may exclude their infallibility ; 
imd it is my opinion tbey are feldom right. 

The Academic fpoke little, but to the pur- 
pofe ; averting that all ranks and ftadons have 
their different fpheres of judging: That a clown 
pf native talle enough to reUlh Handel's Meffifih, 
might tmqueflionably be fo inftru^ed as to relifh 
it yet more : That an author, before he prints, 
Ihould not flatter himfelf with a confufed expec- 
tation pf plea£ng both the vulgar ^d the polite- 
Few things, in comp^ifon, being capable of doing 
both in any great degree : That he Ihould always 
meafure out his plan for the fize of underfland- 
ing he would fit. If he can content himfelf mrith 
the mob, he is . pretty fure of numbers for 9. 
timf , If he write with more abundant eleg^c?, 
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MANNEKS* AND THIKG& || 
it may efcape the organs of fuch readen ; but 
he will hare a chance f^ iiidi applaofe as wOl 
more fenlibly aSe£t him. Let a writer then in 
his firA performances ncglcA the idea of profit; 
imd the vulgar's applaufe esdrely : Let him ad- 
drefs him co the jndidous few, and then profit 
and the mob will follow. His firft appearance 
on the ftage of letters irill cngro& the polher 
compliments; and his latter will partake i^ the 
irrational huzza. 
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II ESSAYS ON MEN, 
On allowing Merit in Othexs. 



A 



cERTAiv gendeman was e^irdfing him* 
ielf as fc^ows. 



I CONFESS I ha¥e no great lafte forpoetry ; 
but if I had, I am apt to beUere I ihcnild read up 
other poetry than that of Mr.. Pope. Ilie reft 
\jm barely arrive at a mediocrity in their art ; 
and to be furc poetry of that ftamp, can affbni 
but flcndcr pleaf^re. 

I KHow Dot, fays another, what may be th* 
gcntkman's motive to give this opinion : Bot I 
am perfuaded numbers pretend the fame through 
mere jealoufy or envy. 

A READER confidcrs an author, as one whq 
lays claim to a fuperior genius. He is ever in- ■ 
dined to difpute it, becaufe if he happen to 
invalidate his title, he has at lead aae fuperior 
the lefs. Now though a man's abfolute merit may 
not depend up<ffl the inferiority of another, yet 
his comparative worth varies in regard to that of 
other people. Self-love, therefore, is ever at- 
tentive to purfue the Cngle pcant of admitting no 
. more 
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toore into the dais of fuperiors, than it is ifflpdffiUd 
to exclude. Could It ereti limit tiK aimiber ra 
flnC) the^ would Toon inempt to oadennine Iuk 
JEren Mr. Pope had beeii tefiifed his htmoun, but 
that the Tcry conftndnt, and eren abfurdity of 
people's fiiutung their eyes grew as difagreeaUri 
to them, as that excellence, which, vhen opetg 
they could not bat dileorer. 

But felf-loTc obtafau it's wiihes hi atticher n* 
fpe£l alfa It hereby not only depreOes the clw 
nders of many that hare trrote, but ftifles di4 
genins of fuch as m^ht hereafter tife front 
amongft our inferiors. 

Let OS not ckny to Mr. Fi^ the praxes whicit 
a perfiin enamoured of poetry would beftov etf 
«ne that excelled is it : But let us coo&ier Pw 
aafliis rather as a repnl?lidc than a monardiy; 
where, ahhongb fiinne may be in pofleiHon of a 
more diltivated fpot» yet where (Mh«rs my pdTel* 
land 3$ fruitful, apon e^al culttTatbn. 

Oh the whole, let fis refie^ tlMt the nature' 
of the foil, and the extent of it's fertility muIE' 
remain aDdifcovered, if the gentleman's defponding- 
pdsciple flnutd meet with approbat»»b 
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Ms. FoPE^s cHief excellence lies ia vhat I 

VDold term coniblidadng (»^ condenfing fentences^ 

yet pTefemng eafe and perfpictiity. In. fmootfa- 

nefs of Tcrfe^ perhaps, he has been equalled : 

, In regard to inTeDtion» excelled. 

Add to this, if the vnteri of antiquity may 
be efteemed our crueft models, Mr. Fope is much 
nore witty, snd lefs fimple, than his own Horace 
ifipears in any of his writings. More witty, and 
le6 Cmple, than the modem Monf. Bcnieait, who 
claimed the merit of uniting the ftyle of Jureoal 
and Feriius with tliat of Horacej 

Satyk gratifies felf-Iore. This was one fourcft 
<rf his popularity; and he fcems even fo yery 
confcious of it as to ftigmatize many iuofieofivo 
charafters. 

The circumflance of what is called allitera« 
tloQ, and the nice adjuftment of the paufe hatd 
confpired to charm the prefent age, but have at 
~ ihe fame' time given his verfes a very cloying 
peculiarity. i 

Bbt, perhaps, we muft not cKpeft to trace thes 
£ow of Waller, the landikip of TTiomfon, the fire 
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MANNERS, AND THINGS. 15 
Dryden, tho imagery of Shakefpear, the fimpU- 
chy of Spenfer, the courtlmefi of Fnor^ the hu- 
mour of Swift, the wit of Cowley, the delicaqr 
of Addifbn, the tcndenie& of Otway, and the in* 
Tcotion, the fpirit, and fbblimity of Miltcm, jtuned 
in any fingle writer. The bvcrs of poetry, there- 
fore, ffaould allow ibme praife to thofe whofiune 
in any branch of it, and only range them into 
dafles -accon&ig to that (pedes in which they 
flune. 

" (^are agite, Ojuvenes! 
Banlfli the fclf-debafing principle, and fcwn 
the difingenuity of readers. Humility has de- 
prefled many a genius into an hermit ; but never 
yet raifcd one into a poet of eoiincnce* 
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THE Criricks, howcTcr unable to fix Ad 
time vliich it is mdft proper to allow (die 
the afbOn of an epi<: poem, have iuuTerfally agreect 
that fome cettain fpace is not to be exceedecL 
Concerniilg thisj Ariftod^ thdr great Lyciirgus. is 
entirely Olettt. Succe^ng eritieks hare 6<mc Uttl6 
inore than tavil concerning the time really taked 
up by the greateft epick writers j that, if they 
could not fram^ a law, they might at leaft efta- 
blilh a precedent of unexceptionable atlthoriryi 
isomer, fay they, confined the a£tion of hia Ilia4« 
br rather his a^on may be reduced, to the fpace of 
two months^ His Odyfley, according to Boflu and 
Dacier, is extended to eight years. Virgil's ^neid 
has raifed veiy different Opinions in his comment 
tators. Tafib's poem iildudes a fummer — But 
leaving fneh knotty points to perfons that appear 
bom forthedifcuiBon of them, let us endeaTor to 
efl:ablifli laws that are more likely to be obeyed, 
than controvened. Anepic writer, though limited 
in regard to the time of his a£Bon, is uqder no 
fort TcHrunt With regard to the time he 
takes to finifti his poem. Far different is tha 
Cafe with a writer of Impromptu's. He indeed is 
aUowed'all the liberties, that he can poiBbly take 
4 in 
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m his compoGuon,but is rigidly circumicribed vnth 
regard to the Ipace in which it is compleated. 
And &6 wonder; for whatever degree of poig- 
nancy may be required in this compofition, it's 
peculiar merit muft tvcr be relatiTe to the expe-* 
dition with which it is produced. 

It appears indeed to me to have the nature 
t£ that kind of fallad, which certain eminent 
adepts in chemiftry have contrived to rufe, while 
a joint of mutton is roailing. We do not allow 
ourfelves to blame it's unufual flamefs and infi- 
pidity, but extoll the little flavour it bas, confi- 
dering the liiaie of it*3 Tcgetation. 

An extemporaneous poet, therefor^ is to be 
judged, as we judge a race-horfc ; not by the 
gracefulnefs of his mouon, but the time he takes 
• to finifh his courfe. The beft critick upon earth 
may err in determining his precife degree of 
merit, if he have neither a flop-watch in his 
hand, nor a clock within his hearing. 

To be a little more ferious. An extempwa- 

ncous piece ought to be examined by a compound 

ratio, or a medium compounded of it's real worth, 

and tlie ihortnefs of the time thzt is employed 

Vol.. p. C in 
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i8 ESSAYS ONMEN, 
in it's produftion. By this rule cTcn Virgil'y 
poem may be in Ibme fort deemed extemporaneoi^ 
as the time he took to perfeft fo extraordinary 
a completion, conildered with it's real worth, ap- 
pears Ihoner than the time eiB{>loyed to write th? 
dillicks of Cofcoiiius. 

17 the other hand, I cannot allow this etle 

to the fiaihes of my frland S in the Wg^* 

gazine^ which have do fort of daim to be aHe^ 
verfes, befide their ioftaotaneity. 

Having ever nude it my anAution to fee mj 

writing diAiogailhed £or faneihing poigq^it. 
unexpefted, or, in fome refpcfts, peculiar j 1 
Juve acquired a degree of fame by a £rm adhe- 
rence to the Concetti. I haVe flatig folks witji 
my epigrams, anuifed them with'acroftieks^ puzzled 
them with rebus's, and diilra^ed them with rid- 
dles. It remained only f(«- me to fuccecd ia the 
Impromptn, for which I was utterly difquali- 
fied by a whorefoa flownefe of aj^rehenfjon. 

Still ddlrbns, however, of tie immffltrf 

honor to grow dillinguiihed for an extempore, | 

petioned Apollo xo that purpofe in a dream. 

)Hu aofwer was as follows^ " That whatever 

" j»ie« 
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•* piece of wit, either written or verbal, makes 
" any pretence to merit, as of extemporaneous 
" produ&i(H], {hill be f^ or written within the 
" the time that the author fiipports hhnfelf on 
" one leg. TVt Hprace had explained his 
** meaning, by the phrafe Stans pede in uno. 
* And forafmuch as one man may perfevere in 
" the poAure longer than another, he would 
" recommend it to all candidates for this extra- 
' ordinary accompUfliment, that they Would ha- 
" bituate themfelTes to ftudy in AO other attitude 
" whatfoever." 

Methougpt I received his anfwer urith the 
Wmcrfl pleasure as well as veneration ; hoping 
that, however I wjs debarred of the acumen 
rcquilite for an extempore, I might learn to 
weary out my betters in ftanding on one leg. 
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AN HUMOURIST. 

TO forman eftunatc of the proportion whkir 
one man's happlnels bears to another's, 
we are to conCder the mind that is allotted him 
with as much attention, as the circumftances. Ic 
were fciperfluous to crince that the fame c)bjc£b 
which one defpifcs, are frequently to another 
the fubftantial fource of admiration. The man 
of buflnefs and the man of pteafure are to each 
other mutually contemptible, and a blue garter 
has lefs charms for feme, than they can difcovcr 
in a butterfly. The more candid and fage ob- 
ierver condemns neither for his purfuits, but for 
the deriCon he fo profufely laviflics upon the 
difpofition of his neighbour. He concludes that 
fchemes infinitely various were at &*il intended 
for OUT purfuit and pleafure ; and' that fome find 
their account in heading a cry of hounds, as 
much as others in the dignity of Lord Chief- 
Juftice. 

Having premifed thus much, I proceed to give 
fome account of a charafter which came within 
the fphere of my own obfervation. 

Not 
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Not the entrance of a cathedral, oat the foand 
of a palling bell, not the furs of a magiftrate, qor 
the fables of a funeral were /raughc mth half 
the fblemnitj of face ! 

Nat fo wonderfully ferious was he obferred 
to be. oh all occafions, that it was found hardly 
poffible to be oiherwife in his company. He 
qualhcd the loudcft lempeft, of laughter, when- 
ever l^e entered the room, and men's features 
though ever'fo much roughened, were fure to 
grow fojooth at his »ipproach, 

The man h34 nothing Titiousjor even ill- 
natured in his chara£t?r ; yet he was the dread 
of all jovial converfation ; the young, the gay 
found their fpirits fly before him. Even the 
kitten and the puppy, as it were by inftinfli 
would forego their frolicks, and be ftill. The 
depreihoQ he occafioned was like that of a damp, 
or vitiated air. Unccmfcious of any apparent 
caufe you found your fpiritsfink infcnCbly; And 
were any one to fit- for the pi^rc of ill-luck, it 
is not polBble the painter coul4 feleft a mprp 
proper perfon. 

C 3 YpT 
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Yet he not fail to boaft of a fuperior fhare 
of reafon, even for the want of that very facuhy, 
rifibility, with which it is fuppofcd to be always 
joined. 

Indeed Jie acquired the character of the moft 
ingenious perfon of his county, from fliis medlta- 
tive temper. Not that he had ^*er macfe any 
great difcoTcry of his talents ; bat a" feW oractifo 
' dedarations, joined with a cooifflotr (Opinion that 
he was writing fomcwhat for pofteriiy, coinpleatcdF 
^ reputadbn. 

Numbers would have \rillingly depredated 
his charader, had not his known fobriety and re- 
puted feofc deterred them. 

He was one day oterheard at bis dcTodtm^ 
TCturiii&g his mofl fervent thanks for fome pard- 
cularities in his fituadon wluch the generality of 
mankind would hare but Uttle regarded. 

Accept, faid he, the gratitude of thy moft 
humble, yet moft happy creature, not for filvcr 
or gold, the tinfel erf" mankind, but for thofe 
amiable peculiarides which thou haft fo graci- 
oufly interwoven both with my fortune and my 
complexion : For thofe treafures fo well adapted 
to that frame of min^ thou haft aJSgned me. 

That 
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That the forname vluch has defcended to 
Be is liable to no pim, 

TuAT it nuts chiefly upon vowels and liquids. 

That I have a piihircfque countenance ra- 
dier than one that is eAe«ned of regular fea- 
ciire$. 

That tbe^e is an intennediate hill, intercepi- 
big my view of a nobleman's feat, whofe itl- 
obtained fuperi^xnty I cannot bear to recollect 

Th at my cftate is over-run TiFith brambles, 
refounds with catarafh, and is beautifully va- 
ried with rocks and [»'ecipices, rather tlian an 
even cultivated fpot, fertile of com, or wine, or 
oil ; or thofe kinds of productions id which the 
fons of men delight themfelves. 

That as tboo diVideft thy boabtie^ impar- 
nally; giving . riches to one^ and the ccnten^ 
pf riches to another, fo thou haft given me, in 
the midft of poverty, to defpife the iniblence of 
riches, and by declining all emulation that is 
founds upon wealthy to maintain the dignity 
and fopcriority of the mufca. , 

C ^ That 
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That I have a diifpolition either fo derated 
©r fo ingenuous, that I can derirc to myfelf 
amufement from the very expedients and con- 
trivances with which rigorous neceffity furniibe^ 
wy invention. 

That I qin langh at my own follies, fcHbles, 
and infinnities ; and that I do not wanf infirmities 
xp employ tlus difpolition. 

This poor gentlenjan caught cold one winter*s 
night, as lie was conteraplating, by the fide of a 
cryftal ftream, by moonfhine. This afterwards 
tcrnunated in afcverthatwas fatal tohim. Since 
his death I have been favored widi the infpeftion 
of his poetry of wluch I preferred a catalogue 
for the benefit of my readers. 

Occasional Poems. 

On his dog, that groinng a>rpiJeot refiifed* 
crufl when it was tiered him. 

To the memory of a pair pf breeches that had 
done him excellent fervicc. 

IIavinq 
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Having lo(l his tm&j valking-^a^ he coDt- 

To his iniftre& on her declaring diat flulofcd 
par&ups better than poatoei. 

On an ear-mg that crept into a nefiario that 
jit ms^t be fmJlowed bj Qoe, 

On cutting an artichdce in his garden die d^ 
|hat Queen Anne cut her little finger. 

^FiCKAu on avoodea<peg. 

Ode to th^emoiy <£ the great modem— wb» 
j^ inTented iboe-buckjes. 



THE 
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THE H.E li M I Tr 

I N T H E HANKER Op C A- M B R A It. 

*rv"y W A S in tfeat acliglitful month' if/hitii 
M. ■ LoTc prefers before all others, and which 
mod rcTercs Es deity : tfiat intonth wKifK erer 
weaves a verdant carpet^ for the cartl^ anrf cin* 
btoiders it with flowers. The banks became in- 
vhing tnrbugfe ihcir. coverlets oiF nfols : ftic vio- 
lets refreflied' 6y the inoiffure of ^clccn^Bg^raid^ 
enrich*d the t^id air mth their agreeable per- 
fhmes. But the i&iwt-f was pait ; £&e fun dif- 
perfed the vapours ; and the &y was clear and 
lucid wneri feryrfoft walked' forth? He wias of 
31 ctHnpIcjdon altogether plaiu and' unifiefted; a 
lover of the ^ufes, and beloved by them. He 
would oftentimes retire from the noife of mixt 
converfation, to enjoy the melody of birds, or 
the murmurs of a water-fall. His neighbours 
often fmiled at his peculiarity of temper ; and 
he BO lefs, at the vulgar call of theirs. He 
could never be, content to pafs his irrevocable 
time in an idle cwnment upon a news-paper, or 
in adjufting the precife difference of temperature 
betwixt the weather of to-day and yefterday. 
in Aoh he was not void of fome ambition, but 
4 what 
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what he felt he acknoiriedged, and was oeTcr 
aTcrfe to findicate. As he never ceniured any 
one who Indulged their humor inofieolively, fo he 
daimed Ho manner of applaufe for ttu)fe purfuits 
which gratify'^ his own. But the fentiiiieQts he 
entettained of honor, afad the ^gnity confered 
by royal authority, made it tfouderful how be 
ben's the thoughts ot ohfcarity and oblivion. He 
mentioned with applaufe the youths who by me- 
rit had arrived at ftanon ; but he thought that 
all Ihould in life's vifit leave fome token of their 
cxiilence, and that their frienck might more rea- 
ionably d^e£t it from them, than they horn, their 
pofterity;. 

There were few* he though^ of talents, fo ve- 
ry inconfiderable, as to be unalterably excluded 
£:gm all d^ees o( fame : snd in regard to fuch 
as had a libenJ, education, he ever wifhed that in 
fome an or fcience they would be perfuaded to 
eugrave their names. He thought it might be 
ibaie pleaibre u> refleA, that their names would 
u leaA be boodured by iheir defceodents, aU 
liiough tliey might efoape the notice of fuch as 
\t&c 90^ prejudiced in their favor. 

What 
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What a luftre, faid he, does the reputation of 
a Wren, a Waller, or a Walfipgham, caft upon 
their remoteft progeny ? aniJ who would not wi(h 
rather to be defcended from them, than from the 
mere carcafe of nobility ? Yet -ffhereyer fuperb 
titles are fiiithfully offered as the reward of rae- 
lit, he thought the allurements of ambition were 
too tranfporting to b^ refilled. But to return. 

ToLTDOKE, a ti^ inhabitant 19^ fort of wild 
un-inhabiteji country, was now ifceriddd to the 
top of a mountain, and in the full enjoyment of 
2 very cxteniive profpeft. Before him a broad 
and winding valley, variegated with all the charms 
erf landlldp. Fertile meadows, glincring ftrearas, 
pendent rocks, and nodcSng rains. But thefe in- 
deed were much lefs the objefls' of his attention, 
than thofe <Kftant lulls and ipires that were a!- 
iKoft concealed by one undiftinguiflied azure. 
The fea indea! appeared to clofe the fcene, dio' 
diftant as it was it but little variegated the view. 
Hardly indeed were it diftinguiihable but for the 
beams of a defcending fun, which at the feme 
time warned our traveller to return, before the 
d«(^nefs and dews of evening had .rendered his 
walk uncomfortable. 

H5 
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, He bad now defcended to the foot of the 
moubtain, when he remarked an old hennit ap- 
proaching to a Kttle hut, ■which he had formed 
■with lus own hands, at the Tcry bottom of the 
precipice. Polydore all enamoured of the beaa- 
ties he had been furreying, could not avoid won- 
dering at his cosduf^ who, not content with Jhoa- 
ning all commerce with mankind, had contrived 21 
much as poiUble to exclude all views of nature. 
He accofled him in the manner following, ^ir 
ther,' fays he,' it is with no fmall forprize, that I 
obferve your choice of fituation, by which yon 
feem to negleft the moft diftant aoddclightiul land- 
Jkip that ever my eyes beheld. The hill beneath 
which you have contrived to hide your faabiratioiv 
which would have aSbrded you fuch a yarieqr 
of natural curiofitles, as to a peiibn fo contem- 
plative, muft appear highly entertaining : and at 
the cell to wTiich you are advancing is feemingly 
of your own contrivance, metlunks 'twas proba- 
bie you would fo have placed i^ as to prcfcnt 
them, in all their beauty, to your eye. ' 

The Hermit made him this anfwer. My fo:^ 
iays he, the evening approaches, and you have 
deviated frOTi your way. I would not therefore 
detain you by my ftory, did I not imagine the 
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inooa wonld prove a fafer guide to you, than that 
fettmg fua which yoij mull othmpife rdy upon. 
Enter tb^^ore fop a. while mio my care, and | 
■mil give ypff |hen fqme apoaunt of m^ adven- 
turcg which will folve your doubts perh^ more 
efFeaually th?n any methpd I can propofe. But 
before you enter my lone !(bode, calculated only 
for the ufe of meditation, d?re to contemn fuptt- 
fiuous ma^ijficenc^ and render thyfelf worthy <af 
tbebeing I contemplate. 

Know theoC that I owe what the world it 
pleafed to call my ruin (and indeed juftly, were 
it not fpr th? ufe which I have made of it) ip an 
alTured dependence, in a litt^ fenfe, upon con- 
fufcd and diHaut profpe^ : a coniideration, which 
hath fo indeed affected me, that I Ihall oerq- 
hencefortih enjpy a laadikip that lies at fo remote 
a diflance as not to exhibit .^iU it's parts, Aod 
indeed were I to form the Icaft p^ etenfions to 
to what your vrorH calh taAe, I tnighi even thep 
■perhaps cont«n4 that a well discriminated lanij- 
fkip was at ^U dm^ to be prefored to a diftaift 
and promifcuous azure. 

I WAS ifQtji in the Farilh ^ a S(i^emaQ who 

arrived to the princ^al management of the bu- 

fine^ (4 tbe i^t^^• The heir of his f^ly aijd 

my 
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pif Jt^lf w^e of tli^ hmt age, and for fome time - 
fchpol-fello^pB. I ki^ m,Me <;op£d?i^bl£ advances 
ia his ,€ft-C?i°> ^ t^c ipu^u^ alfe^on we enter- 
tained for each oth^r, did ppt long rcni^n unotv 
ferred by his family or my own. He was fent 
pski\f upPD Hs xntv.ebj purfua^t tfj a 7^ injudi- 
fiWW cwftoj^, .aod my piW«BlS yer? Micjted to 
confent that I atight zcca^pjtfly l)iin. Jptijgadoa^ 
Were giren to my friends, that a perfon of fuch 
ioipprt^iii:^ 99 his fyther i^ght cpntribjite much 
more to my iimoediate prompticm, %h.d.a the tit' 
ipoft diligsnj;? I icould yfe i» pwfjiii.of it My 
father, I r^uembftr, ^imted wiiJi reluAasQ!; 
my joQihcr, fired wijh the ambUipa of hsr foo'5 
ftiafrp jg;r«3tneis, through siwh ifl^ortuniiy 
« wrmig ixom hjnj his flow leayt" 1 for my 
own pwt, wawed no grear p^rfnafipo. We made 
iEh3t is called the greater tour of Eon^ We 
neither .of us, I believe, could he faid to want 
jiawcal ieafe, Iwt being- baoybedfocajdyia life, 
were more attentive to erg^ deyjjitjon-from our 
own indifferent qifloms, thm to any ufeful ext 
ffiinatipo of their policies qr ojapners. Judge.- 
si^t, ibr the moft part, ripens veryllowly. Fan- 
cy often Qxp^dsherbloflbms aU,atow:e. 

"Wa were now returning home from a fix year'p 

abfence ; anticipating the careffes of our parenu 

« and 
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and relatioos, whai my ere'r-honoured companioiil 
was attacked hj a feter. All poflible means of 
fafety proring finally ineflFcaaal, he acCoflcd in* 
in one of his ludd interrals as foUoW. 

Alas! myaytander! toy Dfe, they tell me, ^ 
of Tcry fliort contintiancc. The next paroxyfift 
of my fever vnU probably be condufivtf. 

The profpedof this fudden cfiang;^ does not 
allow me to fpeak the gratitude I owe thee; 
much lels to reward the kindnefs on which it is 
fo juftly grounded. Thou knoweft I was fent 
away early from my parents, and the more rati- 
onal part of my life has been paiTed with thee 
alone. It cannot be but they will prore follid- 
tons in their enquiries concerning me. Thy nar- 
rative will awake their tcndernefs, and they can- 
not but conceive fome for their fon's companion 
and his friend. What I would hope is that they 
will render thee fome fervices, in place of thofe 
their beloved fon intended the^ and which I caii 
unfeignedly aJTert, wotild have been only bound- 
ed by my power. My dear companion ! farewel. 
All other temporal enjoyments have I banilhed 
from my heart ; but friendfliip Imgers lon^ and 
'tis with tears I fay farewclL— — 

Mt 
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Mt cobccm was truly fo great, that, upon my 
arrival in my natiTC country, it was not at all 
fcncreafed by the oHiiiderauon that the noblemaa 
On whom my hopes depended, was removed ifrom 
all his places. I waited oU him ; and he appear* 
ed fenlibly griered that the fiiendlhip he had 
ever profefled cotild now fo little avail me. He 
recommended me however to a friend of his that 
Was then of the fuccefsful party, and who, he 
Was afliired, would, at his reqneft, a£ift me w the 
Qtmoll of his power. I was now in the prime 
of lifi^ which I effe£hially confumed upcn the 
empty forms of court-attendance. Hopes aroTe 
before me like bubbles upon a ftream ; as quick 
fucceeding one another, as fuper£cial and as vain. 
Thtis bufyed in my purfuit, and rejefting the 
aJCibtnce of cool examinadon, I found the win- 
ter of life approaching, and nothing procured to 
flielter or proteft me when my Second patron 
dyed, A race of new ones appeared before me, 
and even yet kept my expeftations in play. I 
irilhcd indeed I had retreated fooner, but to re 
tire at laft unrecompcnccd, and when a few 
months attendance might happen to prove fuc- 
cefeful, was beyond aU pcwer of rcfolution. 

Vol. n. D HowsvER 
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.. However, after a few years mote attendance, 
diftributed in equal proporuons upon each o£ 
thefe new patrons, I at length obtained a place 
of much trouble and fmall emolument. On the 
acceptance of this, my eyes feemed open all at 
once. I had no paffion remaining for the fplen- - 
dor which was grown familiar to me, and for fer- 
yility and coniinement I entertained an utter a- 
verfion. I officiated however for a few weeks in 
my poll, wondering ftilt more and more how I 
coirid CTCr coyet the Ufe I led. I was ever moft fin- 
cere, but Cncerity clalhed with my fituaoon every 
m<Mneni of the day. ' In fliort, I returned home to 
a fmall paternal income, not indeed intending 
that aufterc life in which you at prcfent £ad*me 
engaged. I thought to content myfelf with coin- 
- mon Qeceflaries, and to give the reft, if aughc 
remained, to charity, but to avoid all appearance 
of fingularity. But alas! to my great furprize, 
the perfon who fuppUed my expences had fo far 
embrdled my little aiO&irs, that, when my debts, 
&c were dilcharged. I was unable to fubCft \a 
any better manner than I do at prefent. I grew 
iu 6rft entirely n^clancholy; left the country 
where I was bom, and raifed the humble roof 
that covers me in a country where I am not 
known. I now begin to thmk myfelf happy in 
my 
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my prefeni way of life : I cultivate a few vege- 
tables to fupport me, and the little well there is 
a very clear one. I am now an ufelefs individu- 
al ; little able to benefit mankind ; but a prey to 
fliame and to confu£oh, on the firft glance of 
"cvdry eye that knows me. My fpSritS are indcftl 

■femething raifed by a cl«ar Jky, or a meridian 
fun, but as to exteiifive vieura of ihe country, ■ I 
think them welt enough exchanged for the warmth 

•and comfon which this vale affords me. Eafe is 
at leaft the proper unbition of age, and it b 

. *(mfeffedly my ftqiteme one. 

, Tet will I sot permit you to depan from an 
. bennit without one inilra^ive leffon. Whatever 
fituation in life you ever wiih or propofe for 
:ydurfetf, acquire a clear and lucid idea of the in- 
.'Convenieoces attending il I utterly contemned 
■and rejefledi after a month's experience, the very' 
.fo& 1 had all my Ufe-time been ftdlicitous to pro- 
cure. 



On 
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Od Diftindions, Orders, and Dignities. 

TH E fubjeft turaed upon the namrc of 
focieties, ranks, orders, and dilliQ^oni^ 
amongft men. 

A CEMTLEMAN of fpirit, and of the ptfpular 
.-fa^(xi, "had been long declaiming againft any 
kind of honours that tended to elevate a bod^ 
of people into a diftinft fpedcs from the reft of 
the nation. Pardcularty tides and blue ribbands 
"Were the ah]e& of his indignatiott. They were, 
as be pretended, too inridious an oftentation o( 
Superiority, to be allowed in any aaticHi that 
ftyled itfelf free. Much was faid upon the fub- 
jeft of appearances fo far as they were counte- 
nanced by law or cuilom. The bifhop's lawn i 
the marflial*s truncheon ; the baron's robe ; zid 
the judge's peruke, were confidered only as ne- 
ceifary fubftitutes, where genuine purity, real 
courage, native dignity, and fuitable penetra- 
tion were wanting to complcat the diarafters of 
ihofe to whom they were aiEgncd. 

It 
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It wae urged that policy had often effeftually 
made it a point to dazzle in order to cnflaie; and 
inflances were brought of groundlefs dilUoAioiu 
bom about ia the glare of day by certain pcribus, . 
vrho, being fttipped' of theni, would be Ids 
cfteemed than the meaaeft plebeian. 

He acknowledged* indeeci that kings, the 
fountains of all political honor, had hitherto 
^ewn no complaifance to that fex whofe fofter 
dfpoiitions rendered them more excnfably fond 
of fuch peculiariues. 

That in favor of the iadies, faefhould eftecm 
lumfelf fufficiently happy in the honor of invent- 
ing one order, which ffaould be ftyled The moil 
powerful order of beauties. 

That their number m Great Britain Qiould 
be limited to five thoufand ; the dignity for ever 
10 be conferred by the queen alone, who fhould 
be ftylcdfovereignpf the order, and the reft the 
Companion&i' 

That .the inftaUment ihould be rendered a thou- 

landtun^moreceremoQious^thedrciresniore fiiperl^ 

J) 3 and 



j,.i,-z=d=,Googk' 



38 ESSAYSONMEN, ' 
and the plumes more enormous than thofe al- 
ready in ufe " amoDgft rfie tpmpaiiiwis, of (he 
gartw . t 

That the diftingiiUhing bac^e of this or* 
der fhould be an ardfictal nofi;ga.y.; to be worn 
on the left, breallv confining of a lilly and a 
rofe, the proper emblems of complexion, and 
intemitxed with a bninqh of mjrtle^ the tree 
facred to V($us. 

That i^ftead. of their Ihields beiog affixe^ 
to the ftalls appointed for this_ order, there 
flionld be a gallery erected to recciTe their pic- 
tures at full length. Their portraits to be taken 
by f9,ur paiqters of the greatest eminence, an4 
he w^pfe p^pting t^ preferred, tq be llyled 
A knight of the rofe and lilly. 

That when any perfon addreffcd a letter 
to a lady pf this order, the llyle ihould always 
be To the Right beautlfiil Mife or Lady fuch- 
a-pn^ 

He fcemcd for fome time undetermined whe- 
ther they Ihould forfeit their title upon marriage; 
but at length, for many redbns, propofed it 
fliQvild be fiOQUQued to them, 

An» 
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f AnD thus far the gentleman proceeded in his 
harangue ; when it was objefled that the queen, 
\uilefs &e UQaccountably chofe to mark out 
game for her hxi^band, could take no fort of 
plcafurc in conferring this honor where it waj , 
j/kA dnt : That as ladies grew in years^ tlus 
epithet of beautifull would burlefque them; and, 
in ihorc, that, confidering the frailty of beauty; 
there was no lafting compliment that coald be 
beftowed upo^ it, 

At thi$ the oratof: fe^d ; and acknawledge4 
it was true : But alkcd at the fame time, why it 
was more abfurd tQ ftyle a lady right beantifutl, 
in the days of her deformity, than to, term a peer 
right honora,1?Ie wiKH h^ grew a fcanjal to 
piankind? 

That this^ was. Ibmedmes the. cafe, he fai^i 
yf3S, not to be difputed ; becauCe titles, have been 
fiimeumes granted to a wortblefs fon, in confe- 
^uence of a father's enormous wealth mc^ un- 
juftly acquired. And few had ever furpafled 
ht villainy the right bpnorabte the earl of 

Da Thb 
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The company was a little forprized at tha 
foptuftry of our declaimant. Havcver, it was 
replied to, by a perfon prelent,. that lorf 
A ■ * s tide being fi£titious, no one ought to 

hifbmce him to the difadvantage of the p— rag^ 
who had, ftriftly fpcaking, neTcr been of Hoi 
iiuinber, 
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O9, the fame S u b-j e c t.. 

TH E declumam, I bcf(a:e mendoned. 
conQnaed. his bxruigue. There zrti 
fjud he, certaiia epithets which fo frequently «• 
cur, that they are th9 lels confidered ; and which 
are felddm or nerer CKamiaed, on account of 
the many t^portqmties of examination that pre- 
fern themfelves. 

Of this Jdnd is the word Gentleman. Thit 
word, on it's firft introdudion, was given^ I fap< 
pofi^ to freemen in oppoGtion to yaSals ; ^fe 
being the two clafles into which the nation was 
cnce divided '*. The freeman was he, who was 
poflefled of land, and could therefore fubJlft 
without manual labor; the Taflal. h^ who te. 
nanted the land> and was obliged to his thane. 
for the neceflaries of life. The difierent man- 
ners, we may prcfume, that fprtiag firom their 
^tifierent fituations and connexions occaiioQed the 

* Ai the aotW u bm wniiag tttaatift on tb« fendd bur, 
bat a monl eflajr, any little kuGc^mda* it ii to be iioped, 
will be ovtr-hoked 1:^ tho^e, wbo, ftom feversl late treattfes 
oa dus fubjeCt, might expeft great exaflncfi and precifiim in 

one 
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€»c to be denominated a civilized or gentle per- 
fbnagc ; and the other to obtain the name of a 
mere niftic or villaloh - 

' But upon the publicatioa a;f cnifade9> \ht 
fta;e of things v^ conlklerabl]; ^tere4.: It was 
then that every freeman diftinguilh^ the fhield. 
whi;^ he vore vith.fbme painted emblem or 
device i ai?d i;his, ii^ordpr that his feI,lQ)^TCom< 
liaiants might attribute to him his proper ap-; 
plaufe, which, up<Hi account of limilar accoutre^ 
nents, might be othemrifc fubjcA to mifappU- 
cation. 

Vpon Uiis tiietfi arofe a dilHn^on bet\iinxt_ 
freeman and freeman. All which had fcrved in 
thofe religioas wars continued the ufe of their 
Crft devices, but all devices were not illuftrated' 
by the fam^ pretenCons to military glory. 

However thefecamp^gnswercdifcontiaucd; 
Frelh families fpmng up ; who, without any pre- 
tence to mark themfelves with fuch devices as 
thefe holy combatants, were yet as defirous of 
refpe^ of eftimation, of diftinfUon.. It would 
be tedious enough n> trace the Heps by which 
money cllabliflies even abfurdiiy. A court of 
heraldry fprung up to fapply ihc place of crufade 
c^loits. 
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exploits, to grant imaginary Ihiclds and trc^bjes 
to families that never wore real annonr, and it 
is but of late that it has been difcorered to hxn 
no real jurifdi^on. 

■ Yet Qttftom is not at once overthrown ; anl 
he is even now deemed a gentlemaa who has 
arms recorded in the Hendd's office, and at 
the fame time fojkiws ame, excq>t a tiberal an- 

ploymeifc 

Allowutg this ^^n^on, it is obvious to all 
Vrho conlider, that a cburliffa, morofe, illitera» 
clown } a lazy, beggarly, Iharpmg vagabond ; z 
ftupid, lubberly, inafHve fot, or pick-pocke^ 
nay even an highwayman, may be nerenhelefi x 
gentleman as by law eltabliflied. In ibor^ that 
the definition, may, rogether with others, include 
alfo the filth, the fpim, and the dregs of the 
^reauoQ. 

But do we not appear to di&llow this ac- 
count, when we fay " fuch or fuch an afiion was 
not done in a gentleman-Uke manner.** " Such 
lifagewas not the behavior of a gentleman,** and fo 
fytpih. Vf^ feem thus to inCnuate that the appel- 
laticm pf gentleman regards mocth as well as fa- 
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fanuly ; and that iategriqr, politcQefs, genKofity, 
and a&biiicy, hare the trueit claim to a £ftmc< 
tioD of this kijidi Whence then ftiaU we foppoCs 
was derived this coDtra(££Uon P Shall we fay that 
the plebeians, having the Ttrtaes on their fide, 
ty degrees removed this appe&adoa from the 
bafis of iamily to that of nerit ; which thejt 
eflfomed, and nm anjaftly, ta be tlie trae and 
aaiptopa pedeAal? This the gentry will fcarte 
allow. Shalt we then infiil that every thing 
great and god-like was heretofore the atdueve- 
■mt oi ths gentry I But tha, porha|>^ ^ not 
obtain, the approbation of the eomTpoHera. 

To recoocile the diffi:reace<' let as fup^iofe ths 
denomioatiioa may belcug c^ially to two forts 
ef men. The c»ie, what may be flyled a gentle- 
man de jure, viz. a man of gcnerc^ty, pditenefst 
Icannng, tafte» genius, <»- afiability ^ in (hoct, 
accompliihed m alt that is fplendid, <x endeared 
to OS l^ all that is antiable en the one Sde ; and 
9a the other, a gentleman dc faAo,. or what, to 
EogliJh readers^ 1 would term a gentleman as bj' 
law eflabUihed. 

As to the latter appellation, whatisreaHy e& 
■fential, or, as logicians would lay, " quarto modo 
pioprium", is a real, or at leaft a fpccious claim 

4 10 
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to the inheritance of certain coat-armour frwn a 
fccond or more diftant anceftor ; and tliis un-* 
itained by inj mechanical or UUbcral employ* 
meat. 

We may dlfcoTcr, on this ftate of the caft. 
that, howcrer material a difference this di- 
flinftion fuppofes, yet it is not wholly impra^- 
cable for. a gentleman de jure, to render himfelf 
is fome fort a gentleman de la£to. A certaia 
fnm of money, depofited in the hands of t^ 
.good fiieods Norroy or Rouge-dr^on, wilt omv- 
Tcy to him a coat of arms defcending from as 
many anceftor; as he pleafes. On the other 
hand, the gentleman de h&a may become a gen- 
tleman alfo de jure, by the acquiJition of certain 
virtues, which are rarely all of them unattainable. 
The ktter, I muft aAnowledge, as the more 
difficult taflt; at leafh we may daily difcoyer 
Crowds acquire fiifficient wealth to buy gentility, 
but very fewthatpoffefs the virtues which ennoble 
human nature and (in the befl fenfe of the wc^-d) 
conftiiutc a GENTLEMAN. 
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A CHARACTER. 

^— TTE was a youth fo amply furtufliej 
X JL with cyery excellence of mind, that 
he Teemed alike capable df acquiring or difre- 
garditag the goods Of, fonune. He had indeed 
all the learning and erudition that can be de- 
rived from univtrfities, without the pedantry and 
ill maimers which are too often their anendants. 
tVhat few or none acquire by the moft inienft 
aiHduity, he poflelTed by nature ; I mean diat 
elegance of tafte, which difpofed him tti admire 
beauty under its great variety 6f appearances. 
It paffed not unbbferved by hiin either in the 
cut of a fleeve, or the Integrity of a moral adion. 
^Thc proportibn of a ilatue, the convenience df 
an cAi&Cc, the movement in a dante, and the 
<k>mpIexion of a cheek or flower afforded him 
fenfatioas of beauty ; that beauty which inferior 
genius's arc taught coldly to diftingiiifli j' tit tit 
difcem rather than feel. He could trace the ex- 
cellencies both of the courtier and the ftiideiit; who 
«re mutually ridiculous in the eyes of each mhec 
He l^d nothing in his charaAer that could obf(;urc 
fo great accompliflunents, befide the want, the 
total want, of a delire to exhibit them. Through 
cfai& 
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jtliis it came to pafs, that what would have nufed 
anether to the heights of reputation, was often- 
times in him paCed oTcr unregarded. For, in 
refpcA to ordinary obferversy it is requiiite to 
lay feme ftrcfs yourfelf, on what you intend 
ftiould be remarked by others ; and this never 
was his way. His knowledge c^ books had in 
fome degree diminiihed his knowledge of the world ; 
or, rather, the external forms and manners of 
it. His ordinary converfation was, perhaps, ra- 
ther too pregnant with fentiment, the ufual fault 
o! rigid ftudents ; and this he would m fbme 
degree have regulated better, did not the uni- 
Tcrfaiity- of his genius, together with the me- 
thod of his education, fo largely contribute to 
this amiable dcfeft. This kind of awkwardnefs 
(fmce his modefty will allow it no better name) 
may be compared to the ftifihefs of a fine piece 
»f brocade, whofe turgefcency indeed conftitutcs, 
and is infeparable from it's value. He gave de< 
light by an happy boldnefs in the extirpadoa oS 
common prejudices ; which he could as readily 
penetrate, as he could huraourwifly ridicule : 
And he had fuch entire poffeflion of the hearts, 
as well as underfiandings of his friends, that he 
could foon make the moft furprizing paradoxes 
b«U«red and well-accepted. His image, like that 
t of 
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erf* a ioTcr^n, coiild gire ad additional Take tA 
the moH predous ore ; and we no iboncr believed 
our eyes, that it was fie who Ipake it, than we as 
readily believed whatever he had to fay. In thiA 

he differed from W r, that he had the talents 

of rendering die grcateft vrmies nn-envied j 
Whereas the 'lauer flume mere f-emarkably in 
making his very fauhs agreeable: I mean in 
regard to thofe few he had to exercife bis 
ML 

N. B. This was written, in an extempore-man- 
ner, on ray friend's wall at Oxford, with 
a black lead pencil, 1735, and intended for 
his charader. 
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-ON RESERVE. 

A. FRAGMENT. 

TAKING an eveDing's walk \rith a friend 
in the country, among many grave re- 
marks, he was making the following obferva- 
tion. There is not, fays he, any one quality fo 
inconiiftent with refpei^ as what is commonly 
called familiarity. You do not £nd one in fifty 
"whofe regard is proof againfl it. At the fame 
time it is hardly poflible 10 infill upon fuch 4 
deference as will render you ridiculous, if it 
be fupported by common fenfe. Thus much 
at leaft is evident^ that your demands will be 
fo fuccefsful, as 10 procure a greater fliare 
than if you- had made no fiich demand. I 
may frankly own to you, Leandcr, that I fre-' 
quently derived uneafinefs from a familiarity 
with fuch perfons as dcfpifed every tiling they 
coi^ld obtain with eafe. Were it not better, 
therefore, to be fomewhat frugal of our aff'abi- 
Jity, at leaft to allot it only to the few perfons 
of difcerament who can make -the proper diftinc- 
tion betwixt real dignity and pretended : To ne- 
gleft thofe charaflcrs, which, being impatient to 
grow familiar, M-e at the fame time very far from 
familiarity-proof : To have pofthumoiis fame in 
Vol. II. E - view. 
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view, which affords us the moft pleafing land/kip f 
To enjoy the amufement of reading, and the 
confcioufnefs th^t reading paves the way to gene- 
ral eftecm : To preferve a conflani regularity 
of temper, and alfo of conftituiion, for the mofl 
part but little conMent with a promifcuous in- 
tercourfe with men : To (hun all illiterate, though 
ever fo jovial affemblies, infipid, perhaps, when 
prcfent, and upon reflexion painful : To medi- 
tate on ihofc abfeni or departed friends, who va- 
lue or valued us for thofe qualities with which 
they were beft acquainted : To partake with 
fuch a friend as you, the delights of a ffu^ous 
and rational retirement — Are not thefe the 
paths that lead to happinefs ? 

In anfwer to this (for he feemed to feel fome 
!aic mortification) I obferved, that what we loft 
by familiarity in refpcft, vras generally made up 
to us by the aifeftion it procured; and that an 
abfolute folitude was fo very contrary to our 
■ natures, that were he excluded from fociety, 
but for a fmgle fortnight, he would be exhila- 
rated at the light of the firft beggar that he 
faw. 

What follows were thoughts thrown out in 

our further difc^arfe upon the fubjcdj without 

ordec 
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brder or connexion, as they occur to my re- 

SoKf E referve is a debt to prudence ; as free- 
dom and {implidty of conTerfad<»i is a debt to 
good-nature. 

There would not be any a&Jbltite neceflity 
for referve, if the world were honeft : Yet, eren 
then, it would prove expedient. For la order to 
attain any degree of deference, it feems neceflary 
that people Ihould imagine yoa have more ao< 
tompUfhments than you difcover. 

It Is on this depends otie of the excellencies 
of the judicious Virgil. He leaves you fome- 
thing ever to imagine : And fuch is the confti- 
tacion of the human mind, that \ve think fo 
highly of nothing, as of that whereof we do 
Dot fee the bounds. This, as Mr. Burke ingenl- 
cafly obferves, affords the pleafure when we fur* 
vey a Cylinder *. And Sir John Suckl^a^ 
&ys, 

* Tieatilc of ^ fubCme Kid beautUal. 

E Z Thbt 
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They who know all the wealth ihey have, 

arc poor; 
He's only rich who cannot tell his ilore, 

A Person that would fecure to hijnfelf great 
deference, will, perhaps, gain his point by filence, 
as effeftually as by any thing he can fay. 

To be, BowcTcr, a niggard of one's obferva- 
tions, is fo much worfe than to hoard up one's mo- 
ney, as the former may be both imparted and 
retained at the fame time. 

Men oftentimes pretend to proportion their 
refpeft to real defert ; but a fupercilious tefcrve 
.anddiftance wearies them into a con^llance with 
.mcffe. This appears fo very manifefl:, to many 
perfons of the lofty character, t^at they ufe no 
better means to acquire refpeft than likehighway- 
.men to make a demand of it. They will, tike 
.Empedocles, jump into the fire, rather than be- 
' tray the mortal part of theic charafter. 

It is from the fame principle of diftancc that 
nations are brought to believe that their great 
duke knoweth all things ; as is the cafe in fome 
- countries. 

Men 



byGoogIc ■ 



MANNERS, AND THINGS. 5j 

"MEN,'wiMle-no human fonn or fault they fee, 
Excufe the want of cv'n humanity; 
And eaftern kings, who vulgar view difdaio, 
Reqairc no worth to fix their awful reign. 
Tou cannot fay in tnithwhat may difgrace 'enl, 
You know in what predicament to place 'em. 
Alas ! in all the glare of light reveal'dy 
Sv'n virtQe .charms us Icis than vice ccmceal'd! 
For fome fmall worth -he iad, the man was 

priz'd, 
He added franknefs— and he grew defpis'd. 

We want comets, not ordinary planets : 
" Tjedet quoudianarum harum formarum." 

Tekence, 

HuNC coslnm, & ftellas, & decedentia ceitis ; 
Tempora momentis, funt qui formidine nulla, 
tmbmi ^eAent. 

Virtues, like effenccs, lofe their fragrana 
when expofed. - They are fenfeiTC plants which 
will not bear too familiar approaches. 

L E T -us be careful to diftinguifli modcfty, 

^hii^ is cTcr amiable, from rcferve, which is only 

E J- prudent. 
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prudent. A man is hated fomctimes for pride, 
■when it was an excefs of htMniljty gave tlis oc- 
caGon. 

What is often termed fljynefs, is nothing 
more than refined fenfe, and ap indifference to 
cpnunon obferrations. 

The rcfcrved man's intimate acquaintapcc 

, are, for the m9lt part, fonder of him, tJian the 

perfoDS of a more affable cbarafler, i. c. he 

pays them a greater compliment, than the 

other can do his, as he diitinguifhes them ' 



It is indolence, and the pain of being upon 
one's guard, that makes one hate an artful cha- 
rafter. 

The mod referred of men, that will not ex- 
change two fyllables together in an Engliflx cof- 
fee-houfe, (hould they meet at Ifpahan, would 
drink iherbet, and eat a mefs of rice toge> 
ihcr. 

The man of dew is vain: The referred 

man is proud more properly. The pnc has 

greater 
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greater depth, the other a more lively ima- 
gination — The one is more frequently rcfpefted, 
the other more generally beloved. The one 
a Cato : the other a Ca?far. Vide Sallufl. 

What Caefar fiud of Rubicundos amo; pal- 
Jidos timeo; may be applied to famiUarity, and 
to rcferve. 

A RESERVED man often makes it a rule to 
leave company with a good fpeech : And I believe 
fometimes proceeds fo far as to leave company, 
bec^ufe he has made one. Yet it is his fate 
often, like the mole, to imagine himfelf deep 
yheo 'he Is near the furface. 

Were it prudent to decline this refervc, and 
this horror ,of difclollng foibles : To give up a 
part of charafter to fecure the reft ? The world 
will -certainly infift upon having fome part to 
pult to pieces. Let us throw out fome follies 
to the envious : As we give up counters to an 
highwayman, era barrel to a whale, in order to 
fexe pne's money and one's flup ; To let it make 
exceptions to one's head of hair, if one ean e&ape 
being ftabbed in the heart. 

The 
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The referved man fliould drink double, 
glaHes. 

Prudent men lock up their motives, letting' 
familiars have a key to their heart, or to their 
garden. 

A RESERVED man is in continual conflidwitJi 
the focial part of his nature ; and even grudges 
himfclf the laugh into which he fometimes i^ 
betrayed. 

* Seldom he fmiles — 
" And fmiles in fuch a fort as he difdained 
f Himfelf — that could be moved to finile aft 
" any thing -^ 

** A FOOL and his ■words are foon parted;"' few 
fo fliould the proverb run. 

Common undeftandings, 13ce cits in gardening^, 
sllow no fludes to thdr jriflore. 

Modesty often pafies for errant haugbanefe ; 
as what is deemed ffririt in an horfe proceeds. 

from fear. 

The higher charafter a perfon fuppons, tho. 
more he ihould regard his minutell aflions. 

4 Th? 
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The referred man ihould bring a cenl- 
ficaic of his boacHy, bcftwe he he adniitted int6 
company, 

REsEivEisTiotnore effcrtriaHy coratcftcd with 
, tmdcrftanding, than a church-organ with deronon; 
pr wine with good-nature *, 

* These wtre no otherthao acoIhAitMi of Una, vAtn I . 
ffopokdio Write tptxtisfitSkyoaH^elave. 
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ON EXTERN"AL FIGURE, 

THERE is a young gentleman in my pai 
rifh, who, on account of his fuperior e- 
guipage, is efleemed univerfajly more proud and 
more haughty than his neighboHCS. 'Tis frequciUr 
]y hinted, that he is by no means entitled to fo 
4>leodid an appearance, either t>y his birth, his 
ftation, or hrs ibrtune; and that it is, of con- 
feqnente, mere pride that urges Jiim to live be- 
yond his rank, or renders liim blind to the know- 
ledge trf it. With all this fondncfs for external 
fplcndor, he is a moft affable and ingenious manj 
and for this reafon I am inclined to vindicate him, 
when thefe things are mentioned to his difad-: 
vantage. 

In the firfl place, it is by no means dear, thit . 
drefs and equipage are fare figns of pride. Where 
it is joined with a fupercilious behaviour, it be- 
ccHnes then a corroborative tellimony. But this 
is not always the cafe; The rdRnements of lux- 
ury in equipage or a .table, are perhaps as often 
the gratifications of fancy, as the confequence of 
an ambition to furpafs and eclipfe our equals. 
Whoever thitiks that utile has nothing to do here, 
I mull 
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muft confine the cxprdEoa to improper limits j 
^urediy imagination majr find it's account in 
them, wholly independent of worldly homage 
^nd coniiderations more invidious. 

In the warmth of friendfhip for this gentle- 
man, I am fpmetimes prompted to go further. I 
infift, It is not birth or fortune (ntly that give a 
p^erfon claim to a fplendid appearance ; that it 
may be conferred by other qualifications In which 
mj friend is acknowledged to have a fliare. 

I HAVE fomctimes urged that remarkable inge- 
naity, any great degree of merit in learning, arts 
or fclences, are a more reafonable authority for 
a fplendid appearance than thofe which are com- 
monly prefumed to be fo. That there is fomc- 
thing more perfonal in this kind of advantages 
than in rank or fortune will not be denied : and 
. furely there ooght to be fome proportion obferv- 
ed betvrixt the cafe and the thing enclofed. The 
propenfity of rich and wonhlefs people to ap- 
pear with a fplendonr upon all occafions, pua 
one in mipd pf fhe country fliop-keeper who 
gilds his boxes in order to be the receptacle of 
pitch or tobacco. 'Tis not unlike the manage- 
ment at our theatres royal, where you fee a piece 
of candle htmored with a crown, 

I HAVE 
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I SAVE generally confidcred thofe as priTiIegei 
ptoplc, who are able to fupport the charafler 
they affumc. Thofe who arc incapable of Ihin- 
ing, but by drefs, woald do well to confider that 
the contrafte betwixt them and their cloathcs 
turns out mttch to their difadvaniage. 'Tis on 
this account I have fometiiftes obfcrved with plea- 
Ture fome noblemen of immenfe fortune to drefe 
exceedingly plain. 

If i^efs be only allowable to perfons of funi- 
ly, it may then be coi^dered as a fort of family- 
livery, and Jack the groom may with equal jult- 
ice pride himfelf upon the gawdy wardrobe his 
mafter gives him. Nay more — For a gentleman, 
Jjefore he lare a fcrvant, will require fome tefti-* 
pony -of his merit ; whereas the mailer chaHenges 
bis own right to iploidouri tbo* pqlIieJ][ed of nq 
merit at aU. 

Upon my prefefit fchfime cf drefs, it may fcon 
to anfwer fome very good purpofes. It is thai 
cftaM^ed on the fame foundation, as the judged 
fobe and the pTektc*s lawn. If drefs were only 
StathOTi2ed in mea of ingenuity, weflioaid fiod 
piany aiming at tie prerions merit, in hopes ef 
the 
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the fubfcquent diftiaftion. The finery of an 
CB^y feUow would render him as ridiculous as 
a ftu 9Bd garter would one oever kn^hted : And 
men would ufe as commendaUe a diligence to 
qualify themfelves for a-brocadtdwaiftecoat^or* 
gold fhuff-'box, as they now do to ^ocure tbeok- 
felres a right of inveiUng their Uiobs in lawn or 
ermine. We Ihould not efteem a maQ a coxcomb 
for his drefs, till, by frequent converfation, wc 
difcovered a flaw in his title. If he was incapa- 
ble of uttering a boa mot, the gold upon his 
coat would feem foreign to his circumftances. A 
man (hould not wear a French drefs, till he could 
give an account of the bell French authors; and 
ihoutd be verfed in all the oriental languages 
before he Ihould prefome to wear a diamond. 

It may be urged, that men of the greateft me- 
rit may not be able to Ihew It in their drefs, on 
account of their (lender income. But here it 
Ihould be conlidered that another part of the 
world would find their equipage fo much re- 
duced by a fumptuary law of this nature, that 
a very moderate degree of fplendour would 
diftinguifh them more than a greater does at 
prefent. 

What 
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"What I propofe however upon the whole i^ 
that men of merit fiiould be allowed to dreis 
in proportion to it ; but this with the privilege 
of appearing plain, wheneyer ihey found an ex-- 
pediency in fo doing : As a nobleman lays afide 
his garter, when be fees no valuable confeqaencc 
ID the difcoTcry of his quality. 
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A CHARACTER. 

" AnimEB nil magnfe laudis egentes.* 

THERE is an order of perfons in the 
world whofe thoughts never deviate from 
the common road; whatever events occur, what- 
ever ohjefls preient themfelves, their obfcrvaii- 
ODs are as uniform, as though' they were the ccm- 
fequcnce of inftinft. There is nothing places 
thefe men in a nmre infignificant point of 
light, than a comparifoti of their ideas with the 
refinements of fome great genius. I ihall only 
add, by way of reflexion, that it is people of this 
flamp, that, together with the Ibundeft health, of- 
ten enjoy the greatell equanimity : their paiIion% 
like dull fteeds, being the leaft apt to endanger, 
or mifguide them : yet fuch is the fatality ! Mea 
of genius are often expcfted to aft vrith molt dif- 
cretion, on account of that very fancy which is 
their greateft impediment. 

I WAS taking a view of Weftminfter abby, with 
an old gentleman of exceeding honefty, but the 
fame degree of underftanding, as that I have de- 
fcribed. 

There 
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Theke had oothing pafle4 )0 oqr way thither, 
bdide the cuftomary falutations, and an endea- 
vour to deci(}c imth accuracy upon the prefen: 
temperature of the weather. On paihng over 
the threfhold, lie obferved with an air of thpught- 
fttlnefe, that it was a brave antient place. 

I TOLD him. I thought there was none won 
fiutable, to qiorahze upon the futility of all 
earthly gbry, as there was none which contain^ 
ed the aHies of men that had acquired a greater 
ihare of iL On this he gave a Bod of appro 
buion, but did not feem to comprehend me. 

Silence enfucd for many minutes; when hav- 
ing had time to refleft upon the monuments of 
■men famous in their generations, he ftood col- 
lefted in himfelf ; affuring me " there was no 
" fort of excellence' could exempt a man from 
« death." 

I APPLAUDED the juftice of his obfervatipn ; 
and faid, it was not only my prefent opiaiQt), but 
had been fo for a number of years. " Right," 
fays he, " and for my own part I feldom love to 
" publilh my remarks upon a fubjeft, till I have 
" had 
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* had them confirmed to me by a long courfe of 
" pqjcrience." 

- This laA maxim, fomewhat beyond his ufual 
depth, occafioned a fileoce of fome few minutes. 
The fpring had been too much bent to recover 
immediately it's wonted vigour. We had taken 
fome few turns, up and down the left hand ayl^ 
when he caught iight of a monument fomewhat 
larger than the reft, and more calculated to make 
imprefHon upon an ordinary imagination. As I 
remember, it was raifed to an anceftor of the D. 
of Newcaftlc. " Well," fays he, with an air of 
nmnipg, " this is indeed a fine piece of work- 
" maoftiip ; but I cannot coHcdve this finery i; 
" of any fignificarion to the perfon buryed there." 
I told him, I thought noi^ and that, under a no- 
tion of refpefl to the deceafed, people were 
frequently impofcd upon by their own pride and 
afie^ticHL 

. We were now arrived at the monument of 
Sir George Chamberlain ; where my friend had 
jiift penifed enough to inform him that he was 
an eminent phyfidan, when he broke out with 
precipitation, and as iho' fome important difcq- 
very had ftruck his fancy on a fudden. I liften- 
ed 10 him with attention, tiH I found him labour- 
VoL. U. F . . ">S 
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idg to inlmuate that phyficiaas themfelves, could 
not fave their lives when their time was come 

H E had not proceeded many fteps from it be- 
fore he beckoned to our Ciceroni. * Friend,^ 
fays he, pointing with his cane, " how long has 
" that gentleman been dead ?" The man fet him 
right in that particular ; after which putting on 
a woefiil countenance, " Well," fays he, " to be- 
" hold how fafl time flies away I Tis but a finall 
*• time to look back upon, fince he and I met at 
" the Devil *. Alas," continued he, " we fhall 
" never do fo ag:un :" Indulging rayfelf with a 
pun that efcaped me on a fudden, I told him I 
hoped not ; and immediately took my leave. 

This old gentleman, as I have fince heai^ 
paffed Ins life chiefly in the country; where it 
faindy participated either of pleafure or of pain. 
His chief delights indeed were fenfual, but tbofe 
of the lefs vigorous kind, an afternoon's pipe, 
an eveping walk, or a nap after dinner. His death, 
which happened, it feems, quickly after, was oc- 
caftoned by an uniform application to Boflock's 
cordial, whatever his cafe required. Indeed his 
difcoiirfe, when any complained of licknefs, was 

* A well known tsmn near Tempts Bar. 

< a little 
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i litde exuberant in the praifes of this noblecath- 
aitick. But his dillemper proriag of a nature 
to which this remedy was wholly foreign, as well 
as this precluding the ufe of a more effcftual re- 
dpe, he expired, not without the charafter of a 
moft confiderate pcrfon. I find by one pan of 
his will, he obliged his heir to confume a certain 
quantity of ale among his neighboars, on the day 
he was born ; and by another, left a ring of bells 
to the church adjoining to his garden. It loc^s 
as if the old gentleman had not only an averfioil 
to much reflexion in himfelf, but endea.Toured to 
provide againfl it in £icceeding generations, 

I HAVE heard that he fometimes boaAed that 
be was a ^(lant relation of Sir Roger de Cpveriy^ 



Pa 
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AN OPINION OF GHOSTS. 

IT is remarkable how much the belief c^ 
ghofts and apparitions of perfons depart^ 
has loft ground withiD thefe fifty yegjs. This 
may perhaps be explained by the general growth 
of knowledge ; and by the confequent decay of 
fuperftition, even in thofe kingdoms, where it is 
mofl eflentially interwoven with their religitm. 

The fame credulity which difpofed the mind 
to believe the miracles of a popilh faint, fct alide' 
at once the interpolitioQ of reafon ; and produoed 
a fondnefs f6r the marvellous, which it was the 
priell*s advantage to promote. 

It may be natural enough to fuppofe that a 
belief of this kind might fprcad in the days of 
popilh infatuation. A belief, as much fupported 
by ignorance, as the ghofts themfelves were in* 
debted to the night. 

Box whence comes it that narratives of ihjs 
kind have at any time been given, by per- 
fons of veracity, of judgment, and of learning ? 
Men Deither liable to be deceived themfelTC^ 
nor 
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■ nor to be fufpefted of an inclination to deceive 
others, though it were their intereft j nor who 
could be fuppofed to have any intereftin it, even 
though it were their inclination. 

Here feems a further explanation wantingthan 
"what can be drawn from fuperftition. 

I GO upon a fuppofitton, that the relations 
thetafelves were falfe. For as to the arguments 
fometimes ufed in this cafe, that had there tjccn 
no true {hilling there had been no connterfeit, it 
feems wholly a piece of fophiftry. The true 
fliilling here, {hould mean the living pcrf<Mi ; and 
the counterfeit refemblance, the pofthumous fi- 
gure o^ him, that either firikes our feafes> or 
our imagination, 

SopposiNG no ghofi: then ever appeared, is it 
a confequence that no man could ever imagine 
that they faw the figure of a perfon deceafed ? 
Surely thofe, who fay this, little know the force, 
^he caprice, or the defers of the imaginatioiL ■ 

Persons after a debauch of liquor, or under 

the influence of terror, or in the deliria of a fe- 

Kcr, or in a fit q£ lunacy, or even walking in their 

fleep. 
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flecp, have had their brain as deeply impreflbl 
with chimerical reprefentatioss, as they could 
poflibly have been, had thcfe reprefent»U9iu 
ilruck thdr fcnfes. 

I HAVE mennoned but a few inftaoces, where- 
in the brain is primanlf iSe&ed. Others may 
be given, perhaps not quite fo common, where 
the llronger paiEoos, dther ^cate or cronkal. 
have impreflicd their obj^ upop the brain ; aqd 
this in fo lively a manner, as to leave the vi&h 
nary no room to doubt of their real prcfencCf 

How difficult then moft it be to undeceive a 
perfon as to obje^te thus imprinted? Imprbtcd 
abfolutely with the lame force as their eyes them- 
felves could have pourtrayed them! And how 
many perfons muft there needs be, who amid 
never be undeceived at all \ 

S o M E of thefe caufes might not improbably 
hare given rife to the notion of apparitions : 
and when the notion had been once proniul- 
gated, it had a natural tendency to produce more 
iitJtances. 

The 
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The gloom of night, that was produftive of 
terror, would be naturally produftive of appa- 
ritions. The event confirmed it, 

The pafllon of grief for a departed friend, 
of horror for a murdered enemy, of remorfe for 
a ■HTOHged teftator, of Iotc for a miftrcfs killed 
by inconftaocy, of gratitude 10 a wife for long 
fidelity, of defire to be rcconcUetJ to one whp 
dyed at variance, of impatience to vindicate what 
was falfely conftri^ed, of propenfity to coafult 
with an iidvifer, that is loft,— The more faint a$ 
well as the more powerful paffions, wh^n bear- 
ing relation to 4 perfon deceafed, have often, I 
faacy, y?ith concurrent circumftances, been fwffi- 
ci^gt to e^bit the dead to the living, 

But, what is more, there fcems no other ac- 
count that is adequa,te to the cafe as I have ftat-* 
cd it. Allow this, and you have at once a rcafon, ■ 
why the moft upright may have publiflied a falf- 
hood, and the moft judicious, cdnfirmed an ab- 
furdity. 

Supposing thci) that apparitions of this kind 
maj have fome real ufe in God's moral govern- 
ment t 
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ment : Is not any moral purpofe, for which they 
may be employed, as effeftually anfwcred on my 
fuppofmon, as the other ? for furely it cannot be 
of any importance, by what means the brain re- 
ceives thcfe images. The effe£li the convi6lion, 
and the refolution confequent, may be juft the 
fame in either of the cafes. 

Such appears, to me at leaft, to be the true 
exiften^e of apparitions. 

The reafons agatnft any external apparition, 
among others that may be brought, are thcfC; 
that follow. 

Thet are, I think, never fcen by day j and 
darknefs being the feafon of tcrrof and uncer- 
tainty, and the imagination lefs reftraincd, they 
are never vifible to more than- one perfon: 
which had more probably been the cafe, wcr« 
not the vifion internal. 

They have not been reported to have ap*. 
peared thcfe twenty years. What caufe can be 
affigned, were their exiftencc real, for fo great a 
change as their difcontinuance ? 

The 
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The caufe of fiiperflmon has loll ground 
for this laft century ; the notion of ghofts has 
been, together, exploded : A reafon why the 
imagination flioald be kfs prone to concerre 
them ; but not a reafon why they themfelves 
fhould ceafe. 

Most of thofe, who relate that thefe fpec- 
tres have appeared, to them, have been perfons 
either deeply fuperftitioos in other refpeSs; 
of enthuliallick imaginations, or Urong palBons 
which are the confequence; or elfe haifc al- 
lowedly felt fome perturbation at the time.. 

Some few inftances may be fuppofed, where 
the caprice of imagination, fb very remarkable 
in dreams, may have prefented fantafms to thofe 
that waked. I believe there arc few but can 
recoUeft fome, wherein it has wrought miftakes 
at leall equal to that of a white-horfe for a wind- 
ipg flieet. 

To conclude. As my hypothefe fuppofcs 

the chiijof ra to giVe terror equal to the reality, 

our beft means of avoiding it, is to keep a 

ftria 
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firift guard orer our paflions To avoid in- 

temperance, as we would a charncl-houfe ; and 
by making frequent appeak to cool reafon and 
cammon-fenfe, fecure to ourfelvcs the property 
of a well regulated im^tgination. 



ON 
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ON CARDS. A Fragment, 



**## "VTe had paffed oQf evening with fome 
csrtain peribns famous for their tafte, their learn- 
ing, and refinement : But, as ill luck would hare 
it, two fellows, duller i^an the reft, had cod* 
trived to put themfelres upon 3. ICT^ ^J intn>< 

dqcing A CAM« AT CABJ>S, 

Ti s a fign, f^d he, the world is fax gme ta , 
abfurdity, or furely the faihion of cards could be 
accounted no fniall one. Is it not furpriziog that 
men of fenfe llioul^ fubmit to join iq this idle 
cullonif which appe^ originally inTepted to fup- 
ply it's deficiency ? But fuch is thp fatality ! im- 
perfei^ons ^te rife to fafluons ; and are follow- 
ed ^y thofc who do not labour under the defcft* 
that introduced than. Nor is the hoop the only 
inilance of a faPuo° inrented by thofe who found 
their account in it ; ^nd afterwards countenanc- 
ed, by others to whofe fgiire it was prejudi- 
cial. 

How 
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How can men who value thcmfelrcs apoa 
their reflexions, givje encouragement to a pra£licc^ 
xvhich puts an end to thinking ? 

I iNtiMATtD the cM alliffit* of the bow 
-that acqaires frp& tigout by a teittpontry ro- 
kxdtloD. 

He -anfWcrftt this might be applicable, pro- 
Tided I could {hew, that cards did not retiuire t^ 
p^n of thinking; and merely delude from it» 
the pn^ aad!the plcafure^ 

- Cakds, if One may gaefs from their firft ap« 
pCartnce, feeffl hrvented for the ufe of children^ 
and, among the toys peculiar to infancy, the bells, 
ihe whiftle, the rattle, and the hobby-horie» 
deferved their iliarc of commendatio&. By dc:- 
grees, men, who came neareft tb children m 
anderftanding, arid want of ideas, grew ena- 
iftoured of the ufe of them as a fuitablc enter- 
tainment. Others alfo, picafed to refleft on the 
innocent part of their hves, had recourfe to this 
amufement, as what recalled it to their minds. 
A knott of villains encreafed the party ; who 
• regardlcfi 
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C^ardle& of diat euteruinment whif:h tlie for- 
mer feemed to di;a^ from cards, coqiiflfTedtlien 
in a more ferious light, and made ufe of them 
ag 3 more-dpcem fubftkute tq robhipg tm the 
iflad, or picking pqckea. But mca who jpr^ 
pofc to themfelTcs a dignity of charaftcr, where 
will you find their ioducemeiit to this kind of 
game ? For difScult indeed were it to detenniae* 
whether it appear more odious among Iharper^- 
or more empty and ridiculous among perfons of 
character. 

Perhaps, replied I, your men of wit and 
fancy may favour this diverfion, as giving occa- 
fion for the crop of jeft and witiiciCn, which 
naturally enough arifes from the names and cir- 
cumftances of the cards. 

He faid he would allow this as a proper 
motive, in cafe the men of wit and humour would 
accept the escufe themfelves. 

In fhort, fays he, as perfons of ability are 
Capable of furnifhing out a much more agree- 
able entertainment, when a geatlemaa offers 
4 msi 
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ttie cards, I ihaU efteem it as his private apt- . 

nion that I hare neither fenfe aor fane/. 

I ASKED hem much he had loft— His an* 
fwer was, he did not much regard ten pieces ; 
but that it hurt him to hare fquandered them 
away on cards ; and that to the lofs of a am- 
Tcrfationi for which he - would have S^tck 
twenty. 



OK 
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ON HYPOCRISY. 

WE K E hypocrites to pretend to no un- 
comnion fan^ty, their want of merit 
tvould be lefs difcoTerable. But pretenfioos of 
this nature bring their characters upon the car- 
pet. Thofe who endeacour to pafs for the lights 
of the world mufl: expert to attract the eyes of 
it. A fmall blemiih is more ealily difcoverable 
in them, and more juHly ridlculotis than a much 
greater in their ndghbours. A fmall blemiih' 
alfo prefents a due, which very (>ften condufls 
us through the moft intricate mazes and dark re- 
cefles of then* charaAer, 

NOTWITHITAHDING thc CTidcOCe of thlS^ 
bow often do we fee pretence cultivated in pro- 
{>ortioD as virtue is neglefted 1 A^ religion Unki 
Id one fcale, pretence is exalted in the odier. 

Fekh Ap s tfajare iy not a more cffeAual key to the 
difcovery of hypocrify than a ccnforious temper. 
Thc manpoffeffedof real virtue, knows thc difficul- 
ty of attaining it; and is,of courfe, more inclined to 
pity others, who happen to fail in thepurfuit. The 
hypo- 
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hypocrite, on the other hand, having never trod 
ihe thorny path, is lefs induced to pity thofe who 
defert it for the flowery one. He cxpofes the 
unhappy viftim without compuniHon, and even 
' with a kind of triumph ; not coniidcring that vice 
is the proper objeft of compaflion ; or that pro- 
penfity to cenfure is almoft: a worfe quality than 
any it can expofe. 

Clelia was born in England, of Romjfli pa- 
rents, about the time of the revolution. She 
feemed naturally framed for love, if you were 
to judge by her external beauties ; but if you 
build your opinion on, her outward coiiduft, you 
would have deemed her as naturally averfe to 
it. Numerous were the garyons of the polite 
and gallant nation, who endeavoured to over- 
come her prejudices, and to reconcile her man- 
ners to her form. Perfons of rank, fortune, 
learning, wit, youth, and beamy fued to her; 
nor had flie any reafon to qua'rrel with love fw 
the fhapes in which he appeared before her. 
Yet in vain were all applications. Religion was her 
only objeft; and fhe feemed refolved to pafs her-' 
days in all the aufteritics of the moll rigid con- 
vent. To this pUFpofe flie fought out an abbefs 
tliat prefided over a nunnery in Languedoc, a 
fmall community, particularly remarkable for 
extrar 
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extraordinary inftances of felf-deniai. The ab« 
befs herfelf exhibited a perfoa in which chafli- 
ty appeared indeed not very meritorions. Her 
charafter was perfeftly well known befttte (he 
went to prdide isver thid little focicty. Her 
TJrtues were indeed fuch as ihe thought moll 
convenient to her circumftaiices. Her falls 
were the cficft of avarice, and her devotions of 
the fpleen. She conlidered the cheapnefs (£ 
hoiife-keeping, as the great reward of piety, 
and added profufenefs to the feven deadly Jins. 
She knew fack-ctoth to be cheaper than brocade 
and alhes, than fweet powder. 

Her heart fympathized with every cup that 
was broken, add Ihe ihftiwtcd a fall for each 
domeftick misfortune. She bad converted her 
larder into a ftudy, and the greater part of her 
library tonfifted of manuals for falling -days. 
By thefc arts, and this way qf life, flie feemed to 
enjoy as great a freedom from inordinate de- 
fires, as the perfoHS might be fuppofed to do 
who were favored with her fioilcs, or her con- 
verfation. 

To this lady was Clelia admitted, and after the 
year of probation affumed the veil 
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AmotUg tnaoy other* *ho had folidtcd bef 
ilotice, before Ihe became a member of this 
convent, was Leander, a ymng phyfidan of great 
learning and ingenuity. His perfohal accom- 
plifhmems were at leaft equal to thofe of any of 
his rivals, and his paihon was fuperior. He urged 
in his beha]f all that wit, inlpired by fondnels, 
and recommended by perfon, drefs, and equipage. 
Could infinuate ; but in vain. She grew angry 
at fotlicitations with which flic refolved never to 
comply, and "which flic found fo difficult_ to 
evade. 

But Clelia now had aflumed the veil, and 
Leander was the moll miferable c^ mortals. He 
had not fo high an opinion of his fair one's fandity 
and zeal, as fome other of her admirers : But be 
had a couvidion of her beauty, and that alto- 
gether irreliftible. His extravagant paihon had 
produced in him a jealoufy that was not ea£ly 
eluded. 

" At regina dolos — ' ' 

• Quid non fentit amor ?^ 
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Kb hi((l <>^f«^9d hid nuftrejs go mcve fre^enN 
i^ !» h^ eofiftf^. Si 7ouiig and bkwming ecde^ 
^ic. ihm was^ pertupa^ neceCary for fo moch 
l^parimt poritf, c^, m he tbiouglit; coAGftcfic 
1^ iU U WH« ena^h to put 4 Icffcr on the 
n^ afi^ it h9d this qS^ Upoo Lcander^ Hi* 
fufpicions were by no meaiis IdTened, vheli he 
found the Convent to which Clelia had giren thd 
;|trefer^|ice before all others, was qdc Vhere this 
fining friiff fftppUed a coufdHoa^l chair. 

It happeaed that Leander was brought tp 
the ?tlbcf^ iQ the Qvpidtj of a pbyjiciaii, and 
he had OBc nkire opportonity aSetei him of be 
hotdii^ Cielia through the grate. 

Shej quite Ibocked at lus appearance, tMi^ 
imt m^ a fudden rage, inTeighing bitterly ^gainft 
his prefmnptioii, and calUag loudly op. the paind 
pf the \AeSM virgbi and the holy friar. Thtf 
cdnTeoi was, in Quxt, alarmed ; nor wa^ Clelia 
43^Ie of being pacified ull the good man was 
ealloi in oider to ^ay, by fuitable a^plieatioajv 
the emotiotw raifcd by tlus onexpeficd- inter-' 
tiewd 

Q 9, X<bandkA, 
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Leander grew daily more coDTmced, that it 
was not only verbal communicatioiis which paJTecl 
between Clelii and the friar. This, howeTcr» 
he did not think himfclf fully warranted to 
difclofe, till an acddent, of ^ linguiar nature 
gave him an oppominicy of receiving m<xt ample 
telUmony. 

The donfeJTor had a faTorite fpaniel, which 
he had lolt for fome time, and was informed at 
length that he was killed,at a village in the ndgh- 
bourhood, being evidently mad. The friar was 
at firlt not much concerned ; but in a Uttle time 
recollefted that the dog had fnapped his fingers 
the very day before his elopement. A phyCcian*s 
advice was thongbt expedient on the occafion, 
and Leander was the next phyfidan. He told 
lum with great franknef% that no prefcription 
he could write, had the fanftion of fo much ex- 
perience as inrnicrfion- in fea-water. The friar, 
therefore, the next day fet forward upon his jour- 
ney, while Leander, not without a mifchievoos 
kind of fattsfafUon, conveys the foUowiog lines 
ID Cleiia. 



My 
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" My charming Clelia, 

* Though I yet Iotc you to diftrafliofl, I 
* cannot but fufpeft that you have granted 
" favors to your confeffor, which you might, 
" with greater innocence, have granted to Le- 
" anider. All I have to add is this, that a- 
" morous intercourfes of this nature, which 
** you" have enjoyed with friar Laurence, put 
" you under the like necdlity with him of feck- 
•* ing a remedy in the ocean. 

" Adieu ! Leander !" 

Imagine Clelia guilty, and then imagine her 
confulion. To rail was inltgnificant, and to blame 
her phyfician was abfurd, when flie found herfelf 
under a neceffity. of purfuing his advice. The 
wholf fociety was made acquainted with the jour- 
ney flie was undertaking, and the caufes of 
it. It were uncharitable to fuppofe (he whole 
community under the fame conilraint with the 
unhappy Clelia. However, the greater part 
thought it decent to attend her. Some went as 
her companions, fome for exercifc, fome for 
amuftment, and the abbefs herfelf as guardian 
G 3 of 
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of her train, and concerned in her fociety*-s mif? 
fortunes. 

What ule Leander iqade of his difcoTcry is. 
pot known. Perh^s when he h^ been iuccefsr 
ful in baniihing ^he hypocrite, he did not fhe^ 
hiiqfelf very follidtoos iq his ende^vras to itfbtn| 
fl^finoer. 

]^, B. Written when I went to b? dippc^ iff 
fh^ ialt-watcf. 



I 
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O N V A N I T Y. 

HISTORY preferves the memory rf aa- 
pires and of ftates, with which it neccf- 
farily iatcrweaves that of heroes, kings, and 
ftatefmeo. Biography affords a place to the 
reiparkable charafters of priyate meo. There 
are likewife other fubordiaate tellimonies, 
which fcTTC to perpetuate, at ieaft prolong 
the memories of mcB, whofe charafters and 
ftauons give them no claim to a piacc in ftory. 
For inftance, when a perfon fails of making that 
figure in the world, wMch he makes io the eyej 
of his own relations or himfelf, he is rarely dig- 
nified any farther thaa with his pifture wtilft he 
is living, or with an inscription upon his monu* 
tnent after his deceafe. lofcriptions hare bees 
io fallacious, that we begin to eicped little from 
them belkje elegance of ftyle. To inveigh againil 
ihe writers, for their manifeft want of troth, were 
as ahfurd as to cenfure Homer for the beauties 
of an imagiaaiy .charafter — Em even painting^ 
in order to gratify the vanity of the peribn who 
■hefpcaks them, are taught now-a-days, to flaney 
t^ epitaphs. 
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Falsehoods upop a tomb or monument may 
be inritled to fome excufe in the afieftion, the gra- 
titude, and piety, of furviving friends, ^vep 
grief itfelf difpofes us tp magnify the virtues of 
a relation, as viiibte obje£h alfo appear target 
through tears. Btit the man who through an idle 
Tanity fuffers his features to be bely'd or ex- ■ 
changed for others of a more agreeable make, 
may with great truth be faid to lofe his property 
in the portrait. In like manner, if he enpourage 
the painter to be(y his drefs, he feems to transr 
fer his claim to the man with whofc ftation his 
affumed trappings are connefted. 

I REMEMBER a bag-pipcr, whofc phyCognomy 
was fo remarkable and familiar to a club he at- 
tended, that it was agreed to have his pifhire 
placed over their chimney-piece. There was 
this remarkable in the fellow, that he chofe al- 
ways to go barefoot, though he wag daily offered 
•a pair of (hoes. However, when the pamter had 
been fo exafl as to omit this little piece of drefe, 
the fellow glFered all he had in the world, the 
■yvhole produce of three night's harmony, to 
have thofe feet covered in the effigi?, which h^e 
fo much fcorned to cover in the original. Per- 
haps he thought it a ^fgrace to his inftcument 
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to be eternized in the hands of {q much appaV 
rent poverty. However, when a perfon of iow 
ftatioa adoms himielf with troplpes to which he 
has DO preteniiqns to afpire, he fbould coniider 
the.piAure as anally telling a lye to peilp- 
rity* 

The aljfurdity trf this is evident if a perfon 
'ailume to himfelf a mitr^ a blue garter, or a 
coronet, improperly; but ftation may be falfc- 
fied by other decorations, as well as thefe, 

But I am driven into this grave difcotirfe, od 
a fubjefl, perhapp, not very important, by a real 
fit of fplcen. I this morning faw afellpwdrawn 
in a night-gown of fo rich a fluff, that the cr- 
pence, had he purchafed fuch a one, would more 
than half have ruined him; and another cox- 
comb, feated by his pwnter in a velvet chair, 
who would have been fi^rpri^ed at the deferens 
paid him, had he been p£Fered a ciiflibn. 

— ^ Gandent pncnomine moUes 
AuriculfB 

It is a very convenient piece of knowledge 

for a perfon upon a joiuTiey, to know the com- 

pellatigns with which it is proper to addrefstho(c 

he 
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lie fciqjpens to meet by his way. Some actaracy 
here may be of ufe to him who would be well 
£rc£ted either in the length or the tendency of his 
road; or be freed from any itinerary difficnlties 
ioddent n> thofe who do not know the couitry. 
It may not be indeed imprudent to accoft a paf- 
leoger Trith a title fuperior to what he may ap- 
pear to claim, Tliis will feldom ^1 to diflbfe a 
wonderful alacrity in his countenance ; and be, 
pei^ps» a method of fecaring you from any 
Biiftake; o( greater importance. 

I WAS led into thefe obferrations by fome fol- 
Edtudes I lately underwent, on account of my 
%norance in thefe pecuGarides. Being fome-> 
irbat more verfed in books, than I can pretend 
to be in the orders of men, it was my fortune 
to undertake a journey, which I was to perform 
hf means of enquiries. I had palTed a nnmbeF 
rf nules without any fort of difficulty, by help 
(rf- the mamfold inftmaioQs that had been girca 
me on my fctting out. At length being fomc- 
thing dubious concemrng my way, 1 met a per- 
tbo»whom, from his nightcap andfereral domcAic 
parts ,of drefs, I deemed to be of the neighi 
^Kmrhood. His ftation of life appeared to me> 
to be what we cdl a genlcman-farmer ; a fort of 
fobahcrn charaftK-; in rcfpcft trf which, the 
worl4 
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world feeau not iarariably dctenniiicd. It u I* 
ihort what Kipg Charles the ScaMid elleemod chf 
. fiappicft of all flatioas ; fuperior to the toilfon^ 
taik and tidicul0a$ <£giuty of conftable ; and as 
ibuch inferior to the iatxi^te pnAi<% and iari* 
i^us &ea6am<X ti jafHce of peace, ■ Honeft 
.* uaa,** lays I» fbtio good at iq il)fbn& me vhe- 
P dierf afflinthexny to Mirlii^tpn ?*' Hercf^ 
^ with a fort of fiirUaels. that he knew n«hi^ 
pf the mttKT ; and tamed away viixh as anclf 
^guft, as though I had caflo4 turn ngoc Of 
rafcal. 

I DID not readily poietrate the caufe of hi* 
^ifpleafure, but piuceeded on my way witl^ 
popes, to find other means of infermatioa. The 
next I met was a young fdlaw, drefied in all the 
pride of rural fpnicen^; uid,l}efide hun,walk-r 
4cd a girl in a -dreis agreeable to that of her 
gompanaon. Af I prcfumed him by no means 
areHe to a^ear con&ferable tn the eyes of his 
miHicfs, I fii^apofed a compliment might not be 
^ifngreeahle i and enquiring the road to Mirling- 
ton, aiHrcfled him by the name of " Honcfty." 
The fellow, whether to Ibew his wit before his 
jniftrefe, or whether he was' difpleafed wth my 
familiarity, I cannot tell, direftcd mc to follow a 
j«rt of my face (which I was well affurcd could 

I It 
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be no guide to me) and that other parts would 
, follow of confequence. 

The next I met, appeared, by' hit look and 
gait, toUand higli in his owa opinion. I there- 
fijTC judged tbc bcft way of proceeding was to 
adapt my phrafe to his own ideas, and faluting 
him by the name of Sir, defired to obtain fome 
tnfight into my road. My gentleman, without 
hefitatioa, gare me. ample inllrufHons far th<; 
reft of my journey, 

I PASSED on, muCng with myfelf, why an apt 
pcllation relative to fortune fliould be preferred 
to (jne founded on merit ; when I happened to 
behold a gentleman exaipining a fun-dial in his. 
garden. " Friend," fays I, " will you tell me 
•" what a clock it is?" He made me no fort of 
anfwer, and feemed as much diffatisfied with my 
opennefs of temper, as with the confidence I 
placed in his— The refufal of an anfwer in 
this cafe, was not of much importance. I pro- 
ceeded on my way, and happened to meet a veiy 
old woman, whom I determined to accoft by the 
appellation of Dame ; and withal wiihed her a 
good night. 



>;,l,ZDdbyG00gle 



MANKEftS, AND THINGS. ?J 

But, alas ! (he feemed fo little pleafed with 
the manner of my addrefs, that fhe returned 
me no manner of thanks for my kind wiflies 
as to her repofe. It is not clear wheiher my 
phrafe was faulty, in regard to her dignity, of 
in refpeft of her age. But it is Tery probable 
ihe might conclude it an impropriety in refpeA 
of both. 

I HAD by ttus time found the inconvenience 
of an utter ignorance in rural diftinftions. The 
future part of my journey afforded me yet 
further means of conviflion. I was expofed to 
the danger of three quickfands, by calling a 
girl " fweetheart", inftead of madam j and was 
within a foot of rufhing down a precipice, by 
calling another, " ForfootV' who might eafiljT 
have told me how to avoid it. 

In ftiort, I found royfelf well or ill ufed, as 
I happened, or not, to fuit my faloiations to 
people's ideas of -their own rank. Towards the 
lad part of my ftage, I was to pafs a brodc^ 
fo much fweiled by land-floods, that the proper 
way through it was undiftinguifliable. A well- 
dreffcd gentleman was paiCng a bridge on my 
left^ 
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left-hand It was here of much imixHtance fcfr' 
toe to fucceed in my encjuiry. I was, thercfprc^- 
taeditating within myfelf which niight be the 
tnoft eudearmg df all appellatidns ; and at l;ii^ 
befought him to give me fccne inftru^ooSt msdct 
(he name of " Honeft Friend,** He wm not 
feemingly (o miich pleafed, as I ^ored myfelf 
he would be, and trudged onward withQUt: V9r 
plji. After this, I had not gone many fteps (o«t 
of the path, for fo it proved) before I found my-; 
felf and horfe jdungcd belong in ihs brook j 
and my lau hencft fiiood hi a \axt^la£x Vi QOf 
dowofalh 

t MAjJK a fliift; howere^ to rotoTcr both ity-" 
felf and boric, and^ after a few more difficulties', 
arriTcd at the end of my journey^ I baT« fioee 
feEiadeHri£t enquiry toto the doe iqiphcation of 
fuch inferior titles^ aiid may, perhs^s, commu-' 
mcate them to- you, on fome future occalloai Ixf 
the DieaB time, you aiay, if you pjeafe^ confidd- 
the vafl importance of fuperior litlci, ^hen therrf 
k no one fo incoD£clerable. but thMe i> aU? m 
mind that it can influence^ 

When you reflect upon this fub)e^ ypn ^W 

perhaps, be lefe feiare m your friead — '-' 

wh^ 
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viho, you tell me, is now traffickiag (or iiut 
(pedes of dignity. 

LsAKM to be wife then £r<im othei^ liuv; 
and do not forget to obferre deccvnai, ^a CTcrf 
occalion that you may have to addrels him for 
the future. Pretend no more at the dde of 
your epifile to be his faithful ferrant, much 
I^s his aife^onate oue. Tender your ferTices 
■mih great refpefl; if you do not chufe to do tc 
with profound veneration. He ^nll certainly' 
have no more to do, with lincerity utd truth. 
Kemember, 

" Mali fi palpere, recakitrat.** 
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ONMODESTY ANU 
'IMPUDENCE; 

WH E N a man of genius does not prin^ 
he difcovers himfelf by nothing more 
than by his abih'ties in difpute. However let 
him Ihew folidity in hts opinions, together with 
fcUe,. elegance, and vivacity In his expreffions, 
yet if an impudent face be found to baffle him, 
he Ihall be judged inferior in other refpefls. I 
inean he will grow cheap in mixed company : for 
as to feleft judges, they will form their opinions 
by another fcale : with thefe, a iingle epiflle, 
penned with propriety, will more eflfeftually prove 
his wit, than an hundred defe^ in his converfa- 
tion will demonftratc the reverfe. 

*Trs true there is nothing difplays a genius, I 
mean a quicknefs of genius, more than a difpute; 
as two diamonds, encountering, contribute to each 
other's luftre. But perhaps the odds is much a- 
gaiolt the man of tafle in this particular. 

Bashfulness is more' frequently Connefled 

X'ith good feufe, than we £nd aflurance : and 

4 impudence 
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impudence, on the othef hand, is often- the mere 
effeAof downright ftopidity. On this account 
the man of genius has as much the advantage of 
his antagonift, as a race-horfe, carrying a ftpgl l ■ 
weight, has over his rival - that bears a larger : 
modefty, like the weight to which I allude, not 
fuSering its owner to exert his real (Irength; 
wliich eSh)ntery is allowed to d(^ without lett or 
impediment. 

It may be urged, and juftly enough, that 'tis 
common to be parual to the modefi: man j and 
that difBdebce makes good amends for any re-> 
ftraint it lays us under, by the prejudice it gives 
every hearei" in our fiivour. But i.odeed this can 
only happen, where it meets with the moft inge- 
nuous-judges. Othcrwife a laugh will carry the 
dky, with which tho ignorant fide is generally 
bdit accommodated. 

In order to putthefe antagonifts upon afomc- 
what more equal footing, I have invented the fol- 
lowing inftrument ; for the fole ftnifture and fale 
of which, I am not without hopes of procuring 
a patent. What I mean, is an artificial laughter. 
There arc few (<y little converfant in toys, but 
muft have feen inftruments mechanically framed 
to counterfeit the voices of different birds. The 

Vol. a H quail- 
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^ail-pipe is brought to fndi perfe^on as CTfitl 
to delude the tery ^ccies. The cuckow ha« 
been mimicked with no lefs accaracy. Would it 
tiot then be an eafy matter to rcprefent the laugh 
of this empty tribe, which has in itfelf fome- 
thing artificial ; and is not more affefted than it 
is pardcular. For the conveniencfi of the pcrfon 
that bears it, it's dimenfioos Ihould be fo contriv- 
ed as that it might be played on in his pocket. 
Does it not feem feafible, that a langhter of this 
kind may be brougiit to anfwer crery pnrpofc of 
that noife Tvhich it refembles ? If there be occa* 
fion for an expletive, let the owner fcek it in hi» 
fobb; as hi» antagonilt wontd find his account in 
a loud oath or an empty pun. If there be need 
of a good founding cadence at the clofe of a 
commtm period, it may not be amifs to harmonize 
a fenteqfie by what mzj be called a fiailhing- 
flroke. This inftrnment h fo-contrivcd as to pro- 
duce all the variety of an human laugh; and 
this variation is to be regulated, sot by the na- 
ture of your fubjeS, nor the wh or humour of 
» repartee, but. by the difpdiuon of the compa- 
ny, and the proper minute foe fnch an interiudc. 
But to become a matter (^ the faid machine, 
let the ftadidate for applaufe frequent the con*- 
■pany of vociferous -difputants ; among whom he 
may toon learn bow to perfcvm a coaveriation. ' 
Ons 
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' t>NE w WO of thefe ihftnifflents I hare al- 
teady fibithed, though not indeed to the pcrfec- 
tido, at which I expcA they may Hooa arriTc. A 
geiitleitaaii Vifited me t'other day who has the 
jhileft: eladm that can be, to the ufe of them ; 
having nothing in his chara^r that can obfcure 
the gTcateft merit, but the greatcft modefty. I 
txoniqunicated my inreiition, deHriOg him to make 
tryal of it, DB the firft occa£on. He did fo, and 
vhen I faw him tiezt, gave roe leave to pubUJh 
tiie fblhtwing account of t^a elficacy in my next 
adVBraiemcnt. - The firll time I employed it, iaid 
my friend, was in a fort of controvcrfy with s 
Wau ; who had contrived means by the life of 
iia ftouff^boK, to fopply both Want t^ language and 
(^ tboagbt. in this manner he prolonged his. 
argtancnt ; and really to the company, which 
cmMed of ladies, 4ifo3vercd more fagacity with' 
oiit thhiking, than I could do by it's affiftance. 
I bethought myfelf' immediately of your inftru- 
Bpent, and had recoorfe to it. I obferved in what 
part of his difcourfe ho moft employed bis fin- 
gers, and had fuddenly recourfe to mine, with 
equal emphaCs, and (ignificancy. llie art was 
not i£fcovered, ere I had routed my antagcmiH ; 
having feated myfelf in a dvk. c<ffner, where my 
operations were not diicemible. , I obferv^ that 
.Ha . m 
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as he found himfelf more clofely preffed, he grew 
more and more ailiduous in' his appUcaiioo to his 
fnuff'box, much as an otter clofely purfued is forc- 
ed to throw up bubbles that ibow bis diftrels. I 
therefore difcovered gradually lefs and lefs occa- 
fion for fpeaking; and for thinking, aone at^U. 
I played only a flourilb in anfwer to the Argu- 
ment at his tioger's ends ; and after a while found 
him as mortal in tbispart as in any other. WhcQ 
his caufe was juH expiring, after a Tcry longpur- 
fuit, and many fmitlefs turnings and eraHoits in 
the courfe of i^ I founded my inftrumentwith as 
much alacrity, as a huntfnnn does his horn onthc 
death of an bare. 

The next whom I engaged was a more formi- 
dable difputant ; and I own with a fenfe of^gra- 
titude that your inftrument alone could render me 
a match for htia His ftrength of argtunent was 
his ftrength of lungs ; and lie was, unquelUon- 
ably, an able antagonift. However, if your ma? 
cbine put me upon a par with him, I think I may 
fay without vamty, that in point of reafon, I had 
the upper hand. I fliall only add that as it was 
habitual for him to anfwer arguments by Toci- 
feration, fo it became needlefs for me to give 
him any aijfwer ©f a better kind. 

Thus 
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Thus far my friend : I do not queftion but 
there will appear artifts, that ihall undertake to 
inftnift the diffident, the fubmiffive, and the bafli- 
full, how to perform the whole gamut of Orato- 
rical and riiibte mullck : aiid as there' is a kind 
of humorous laughter, which draws all others 
irito it*s own rortex, I need not here affert that I 
would have this branch very much inculcated. 

Neither is this inftrument gf importance tn 
difpute alone, or controverfy j but wherever one 
man's faculties are more prone to laughter than 
another's. Trifles will, burft: one man's fides, 
which will not difturb the features of another ; 
and a laugh one cannot join, is almoit asirkfome 
as a lamentation. 'Tis like a peal rung after a 
- mdding ; where a whole pariih fhall be ftun- 
ncd irith ntrifc, becaufe they want that occafion 
to rejoice, which the perfons at leaft imagine to 
be their lot, that occafioned it. The founds are 
pieaJing to their ears, who find them conibnnable 
tottheir own ideas ; but thofe who are not in tem- 
per, or tmconcemcd, fint] them a llupefying r^-> 
pedtton. 

When 
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When therefore my mind is not is tune nith 
another's, what flrikes his, will not vibrate ot) 
mii^e. All I then have to da, is to counterfeit ^ 
laugh ; which is an operation as arti£fual, as chq 
machine I have beeti deftribing, . 

The a^ons of our lives, even thoCc we cal^ 
moft important, feem as much fubjeA to trifles, a$ 
our very lives themielvi^ We frame many not-r 
able proje^ in imagination, and promife to outt 
fclve? an equal t?nn qf life. Tis however m rfi(t 
power of the minuteft accident, to flwrten the 
one, and di&onpert the other, ^i^ with mankiDc^ 
as with certain iire-engines, whqfe motion may be 
flopped in the midft of it's rapidity, by the intey 
pofition of ftraw in a particplar part of them. 

The folloinng traofl^tiop from the origbaf 
Spaniih, mU fufficiently illuftrate the foregoing 
affeitioii. Don Pedro * * * * was one of d^ 
principal grandees of his age and couney. Hq 
had a genius equal to hi^ birth, and a difppfitio^ 
. jremarkably pantemplauve. *Tjiiras his cuftom, on 
this account, to retire from the world at ftated 
periods, and to indulge himfelf in all the mazes 
" i^ 4 fine imagination. It happened as he one 
day 
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day fate in Lis ftudy, that he Bxsd his eye on 2 
jDcighbouring fpider. llie moil trivial obje^ 
(if ^ny nanirai objefl can be tcnned fo) ferrcd 
him frequently for tlu: foundation of fome mo- 
ral and fublime reflexion. He furveycd the crea- 
^3iire attentively, and indulged the bias of his 
thought, 'till he was loft in the excurJIons of 9 
profaufid reverie;. The curious workmanlhip of 
this unregarded animal brojught at once into his 
mind the whcJe art of forofication. He obferv- 
£d the deficiency of human JluH. 2nd that do 
.(cunuing could have contrived her fo proper an 
faablutioD. He found that 00 violence could a£f 
fta the extremities of her lines, but what was imr 
mediately perceptible^ and liable go alarm her at the 
jcenter. He obferved the ro^dl by which (he fair 
ly'd forth, ferret to convey iniclligeDcc from 
without; at the l«me time that it a^ded ftrength, 
and ftabiliqr to the work vichio. He was a^ 
once furprize4 wdl pleajTed, with an objeA which, 
although common, he happened not to have be- 
held ia the l^me tight^ or with the fame attenti- 
(00. From tbu inilant he bent his thoughts up«i 
the a4Taiif:£ment of military forti&atton : And htt 
<oftea would declare it was this trivial incident 
that gave him a relifh for that ftudy, which be 
afterwards purfued widi fuch application, ac4 
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He fpent in fhort (o much time upon the at- 
tainment of this fcience, that he grew as capable 
of executing any part of it, as fpeculation alone 
tould render him. Nothing wanted now, but. 
praflicc, to compleat the fame of his abilities. 
That in (hort was his next purfuit. He became 
defirous of experiencing, what had been fo fuc- 
cefsful in imagination, and to make thofe mural 
fallies, which had been attended there with vic- 
tory. To this end he had little to do, but excite 
the ambition of his young monarch ; to enforce 
by teftimony of his friends his qualifications for 
the poft he fought ; and, on the firft delivery oi 
his peution to obtain preferment from the king. 

This happened to be a time of the profound- 
eft tranquillity : little agreeable to a perfon eager 
of glory, furniflied with fldli and confciousof a- 
bilities. Such was this Ingenious noblemen. He 
welt knew the ambition of princes, and of his 
monarch in particular. But he was not acquaint- 
ed with his own. That imperious and fubtle 
paffion, is often moft predominant whca "'tis leaft 
■perceived. When it once prevails in any great 
degree, we find our reafon grow fubfervien^ 
and, inftead of checking or contradifHng, it ftoops 
to Salter, and to authorize it. Inftead of unde- 
ceiTiDg, 
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ceiving, flie confirms us in our error ; and even 
levels the mounds and finooths the obAru^cv^ 
which it is her natural province to interpofe. Thii 
wasthecafeof DonFedro. The delicacy of his taOe 
encreafed his fen£biUty ; and his fenfibility made him 
more a flave. The mind of man, like the finer pans 
of matter, the more delicate it is, naturally adnuts the 
more deep and the more TifiBte imprefiions. The 
pureft fpirits are the fooneft apt to take the flam& 
Let tis therefore be the more candid to him, on ac- 
connt of the vivadty qf his pafijons, feduced, as 
indeed he was, into very unwarrantable fchemes. 

He had in brief conceived a projefl, to give 
yHs madcr an univerfal monarchy. He had P^I- 
culated every article, with the utmoft labour and 
precifion, and intended within 4 few days, to pre- 
fent his projeft 10 the king, 

Spain was then in a ftale of affluence ; had a 
large army on foot ; together with means and op- 
portunities of raifing an unmenfe one. 'Twere 
Jnipoffible to anfwcr for the poffible events, that 
might deftroy their hopes of fuch an enter- 
prize. Difficulty often attends the execution of 
things the moft feafiblc and well contrived in the- 
ory. But whoever was acquainted with the au- 
thor of this projcft, knew the polt«re of affairs. 
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in Europe at that time, the ambition of the pt'ate\ 
•ad the many circamitances that coDfpired to fa- 
vour it, might have thwght the projed woutst 
haTC been agreed to, pm in praSice, and, with? 
out fome particular interpdition of fortune, been 
attended with faccefe — ^But fortune did not pm 
herfelf to any partiajlaF trouble about the 
matter. 

Don Pedro, big with vaft deCgns, was one day 
walking in his fields. He was promifed the next 
morning an audience of the king. He was pre-r 
paring himfelf for a converfation, which might 
prove of fo much confeqpence to all mankind j 
when walking thoughtfolly alcaig and regardlefs 
of his path, his foot happened to Humble and tq 
overturn an ant*s-neft. He caft his eyes upon 
the ground to fee the occafion of his miftake, 
where he fpyed the little animals in the moll 
zoiferable confufion. He had the delicacy of 
fentiment, to be really frary for what he had 
done ; and, potting himfelf in their condition, 
began to refled upon the confequence. It might 
be an age, to them, ere they could recover their 
tranquillity. He viewed them with a fort of fmile 
to find the anxiety they underwent for fuch pe-: 
rifiiable habitations. Yet he confidered that hi^ 
contempi 
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(notempt vas onlj the eSe& of his own iupetvi 
oritf; and that liiece might be feme created be- 
iogt ro whom his own fpedes nuft appear ascti- 
Sin^. His remar]( di4 not ceafe here. He c(n> 
£dercd his iiiture raterprizc. vixh an eye w 
fttch a race of beings. He found it nmft appear 
p> them in a light as difadTantageoui. as the am* 
bition and vain-florjr of an ant would, to fafan- 
fHf. How ridiculous, he faid, nmft this repab^ 
lick appear to me^ txHild I diicern in aSions, as 
it has ^xibably man;', that u% analogous to 
thi^ of humaq natore. Sapped them' at con- 
diHud variance about the propeitj of a grain of 
faod. Suppofe one, jhat faad acquired a few 
fands more to his portion — as alfo one grain of 
wheat, and one fmall particle of barley-flour, 
0iould think himfeif quailed to tyraQnize oref 
his equals and to lord it, uncontrouled. Confider 
lum, on this account, not contented to make ufe 
pf the numerous 1^ with which nature has fi^ 
plied him, born aloft by a couple of flares with- 
in the hollow of an hulk of wheat, five or lix 
others, at the fame time, attending folcmnly upon 
the proceflion. Suppofe laftly thai among this 
people, the prime miniftcr fliould perfuade the 
reft to level war upon a neighbouring coloi^ ; 
and this in order to be ftiled the fovcrcign of two 
^Uocke, .jnftead of one ; while perhaps thdr 
I prefent 
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prefciit ccmdiiion leaves them nothing jo wfti 
befide faperfluides. At the fame time it is io 
the power of the moft inconlidcrabLe among raaR> 
kmd, nay of any fpedes of animals fuperior t* 
their own, to dcftroy at once the minifter and 
ihe people altogether; This is doabtlefs very ri- 
dicutoDG, yet this is doubtlels my own cafe ; ia 
refpeft of many fubordinatc beings, and Tcry 
certainly of the litpreme one. FarewcH then ye 
air-built citadels! Farewell vilJons of ttn-foUd 
glory ! Don Pedro will feek no honour of fo e- 
qiUTocal an acceptation, as to degrade his cha- 
rafter to a fuperior fpedes, m proporitoa as it 
exalts .him befwo his own. 

See here ajuftconcluiion! In ftort, he found 
it fo fairly drawn, as immediately to drop hig 
projeft, leave the army, and retire : of which 
whimfical relation it may be well enough obferv- 
cd, that a fpidcr had cnflaved the world had not 
an ant obftrufted his deOgn. 
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UPON ENVY. 

•fo A FRiEMD, S. G. 

WHENCE is it, my friend, that I fed 
it jmpofllble to envy you, although here- 
after your qualifications may make whole millioiu 
do fo ? for, believe me, when I afErm, that I deem 
it much more fuperfluous, to ^fli you hoDour$ 
10 gratify your ambition, than to wflx yoa 
ambition enough, to make yo^r honours fati&- 
faitory. 

It feems an hard cafe chat eory Ihould be 
the confequence of merit, at the fame time that 
fcorn fo naturally attends the want of it. 'lis 
however in fome meafure perhaps unavoidable 
(and perha^ in fome fenfe an ufeful) paffion in 
all the molt heroic natures; where, refined 
through certain Af^incrs, it takes the name of 
emolauon. ^is a pain arifing in our breafts, on 
contemplation of the fuperior advantages of ano- 
ther : And its tendency is truly good, under fome 
certain regulations. 

4 Atl. 
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ALt hoQour, very eridetitljr, depends updtf 
compariibo ) and cgnfequetiily the mc^e numerous 
are our fuperiors, the fmallef portion of it falls 
to Our {bare. Coo£deredreIaQTely,i^aredWarfs/ 
or giants ( tliotigh'coniidered abfolutely, we arc 
neither. However the Iotc of this relative graif 
dear, is made a part of our natures ; and the nfe 
of emulation Is to excite our diligence in pbrfuJt 
of power, for the fake of beneficence* The in- 
ftances of it*8 pCrrerfioO arc obvious to every 
one's obfervation. A vidous mind, inftead of 
it*s own emolument, fhidies the debafemetii of 
his fuperior. A perfon to pletfe oqe of this 
call, muft needs diveil himfelf of all tifefoU qua' 
lities ; and in order to be beloved, difcover no- 
thing that is troelj amiable. One may very 
f^ely £z our elleem on ihofe whom we h^t 
Come people depreciate. Merit is to the<n as 
uniformly odtous, as the fun itfelf to the birds~ 
of darkncfs. An author, to judge of his owg 
merit, may fix his eye upon this tribe o^ men) 
and fuficr his .{atisfafUon to qfife in due propor-* 
tion to thar difcontent* Their difapprobatioD 
will fuffi'dently influence every generous bofom ia 
his favor ; and I would as implidtly give my ap" 
plaufc to one whom they pull to pieces; as the 
inhabitants 
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Inhabitants of Pegu worfliip. ihofe, that have 
been devoured by apes. 

Tis another pervcrfion of thh pafllon, though 
cf a lefe enormoas nature, when it merely ftt- 
nulates us to rival others in points of no intrin- 
Cck worth. To equal others in the nfelels pans 
of learning ; to purfiie riches for the fake of an 
equipage as brilliant ; to coTet an equal know- 
ledge of a table"; to vie in jockey-fhip, or cun- 
ning at a bett. Thefe and many othor rivalflups, 
anfwer not the genuine purpofes of emulation, 

I BELIEVE the palhon is oftentimes derived 
from a too partial view of our own and others ex- 
cellencies. We behold a man poffeffed of fome 
particular advantage, and we immediately refleft 
upoD its deficiency in ourfelves. We wait not 
to exanune what others we have to ballance it. 
We envy another man's bodily accompUflunents; 
when our mental ones might prepwiderat^ would 
we put them iora the fcale. Should we aik our 
own bofoms whether we would change fituations, 
altogether, I fancy felf-love would, generally, 
make us prefer our own condition. But If our 
fentimenis remain the fame after fuch an esanu- 
nation, all we caD juftly endeavour is our own 
■■ real 
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real advancement. To mediwte his detriment 
ciilier in fortune, power, or repiitatioii, at the 
lame time that it is infamous, has oftea a tendency 
to depress burfelTcs. But let us coi^ne our emu- 
lation to points of real worth ; to riches, power, 
or knowledge ) only that we may rival others ia 
beneficence. 
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A VISION. 

INgeniooB was the device of tKdfe celebrated 
worthies, who, for the more etfefhial pro 
toulgatibn of their Well-grounded maxims, firft 
J)retended to divine infpiradon. Peace be to their 
manes ; may the turf lie lightly on their breall ; 
tind the verdure over their grave, be aS perpe- 
tual as their memories ! Well knew they, quef- 
tionlefs, that a proceeding of this nature, mult 
afford an excufe to their i&odefty, as well as add 
kwdght to their inftruftions. For, from the be- 
ginning of time, if we may believe the hiftories 
of the beft repute, man has ever found a delight 
in giving credit to furprizing lies. There was 
indeed neceffary a degree of credit, previous to 
this delight ; and there was neceffary a delight, 
in order to enforce any degree of credit. But fo 
itwa(, that the plcafure rofe, in a proportion to 
the wonder ; and if the love of wonder was but 
gratified, no matter whether the tale was founded 
iipon a witch or an Egeria ; on a rat, a pigeon, the 
pummel of a fword, a bloated fibyll, or a three- 
foot ftool. 

ViiuU. I Of 
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■ Of all writers that bear any refemblance to 
thefe originals, thofe who approach the neareft 
are fuch, as defcribe their extraordinary dreams 
and vifions. Of ollentation we may not, peradp 
venture, accufe themi who claim to theipfelvcs 
no other than the merit of fpeftators. Of yrant 
of abilities we mull not cenfure them; when wc 
are given to know that their im^ination had no 
more part in the affair, than a whited wall has, 
in thofe various figures, which fome -crafty ariift 
reprefents thereon. 

The firft meditation of a folitary, is the be- 
haviour of men in aftive life. Haplefs fpecies, 
I cry'd, how very grofsly art thou miftaken! 
How very fupinc, while youth pcrnuts thee to 
gain the prize of virtue by rcftraint ! How very 
refolute when thine age leaves nothing to reftrain 
thee ! Thou giveft a loofe to thine inclinations, 
*i:ill they bfe their very being ; and, like a lamp 
over-whelmed with oil, are extinguifhed by in- 
dulgence. What folly to dream of virtue, when 
there is no longer room for felf-denial ; or, when 
.the enemy expires by fickncfs, to demand the 
honour of a triumph ! — Mufing upon this fub- 
}Q&, 1 fell into a profound flumberj and the 
tifioQ 
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Tifion with which it fumifhed me, (ball fupply 
materials for this ciTajr. 

I WAS, meihought^ tranfportcd into a winding 
Valley, on each fide of whofe area, fo far as my 
feye could fee, were held up (in the manner of a 
pifture.) all the pleaCng objefts either of art or 
nature. Hills rofe one beyond another, crowned 
with trees, or adorned with edifices ; broken 
rocks contrafted with lawns, and foanung rivers 
poured headlong over them ; gilded fpires en- 
livened even the fun-fliine ; and lonefome ruins, 
by the fide of woods, gave a folemnity to the 
Ihade. It would' be endlefs, or rather imptriBble, 
to give an idea of the vaft variety. It feemed, 
as though people of whatever inclinations might 
here meet with their favorite objeft. 

"While 1 Hood amazed, and even confounded, 
at fo allonilhing a laadlkip ; an old man ap- 
preached towards me, and offered his ailiftance 
in alleviating my furprize. You obferve, fays 
he, in the middle path, a train of fprightly femak 
pilgrims *, condufled by a matron f of a graver 
caft. She is habited, as you may obferve, in a 
robe far more plain and fimple than that of any 

• The PalEoiu. t Rw^on. 

I 2 amidlt 
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atmdft her followers. Ii is her province to rC"- 
ftrain her pupils, that the objefls glitteritig oiX 
each fide may not fedace thetn to make excur- 
fions, from which they fcarce ever find their 
tight way again. YdU may not, perhaps, fafpeft 
the gulphs and precipices that lie intermixed 
amidtl a fceneiy fa delightfal to the eye. Yoa 
fee, indeed, at a confiderable diftance, the gilt 
dome of a temp)c, taifed on colmnns of thfe 
■whiteft marbk. I muft inform yon, that within 
this temple refides a lady *, weaying wreaths of 
immortal amaranth f«* that worthy matron, if 
(he exeit her authority ; and, as thdr obedience 
fs more ot lefs entite, Ihe has alfo garlands of 
inferior luftre to recompcnee the ladies in her 
train. 

Your own fegadty,, tidded he, will fupply the 
place of farther iuftrufticMis, and then vaniflied 
in an inftant.. 

The fpace before me, 4s it appeared, was 
crofled by four fuccdEve rivers. Over thefe 
frere throwa as many bridges, and beyond eadi 
of thefe ftreams the ground feemed to vary it's 
ftegree of luftre, as much as if it had lain imdc^ 

•Virttte, 
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a different climate. On the fide of each of ihefe 
rifers appeared, as I thought, a receptacle for 
travellers ; fo that the journey feemed to be por- 
tioned into four diftinft ftages. It is poffible that 
thefe were meant to reprcfent the periods of a 
man's life ; whkh may be diftinguiihed by the 
names of infancy, youth, manhood, and old age, 

0URING the firft ftage, Qur travellers pv9- 
ceeded without much difturbance. Their escur- 
fions were of no greater extent than to crop a 
primrofe, or a daify, that grew <hi the way-fide; 
And in thefe their goyernefs indulged them. She 
gave them but few checks, and they affiirdcd her 
but little occafion. But when they arrived at the 
fecond period, the cafe then was greatly altered. 
The young ladies grew vifibly enamoured of the 
beauties on each fide ; and the governefs began 
to feel a confcioufnefs of her duty to reftraiq 
them. They petitioned clamoroufly to make one 
Jhort excurfion, and met with a decent refufal. 
One of them, that vifibly fliewed herfelf the 
greaicft vixen and romp * amongft them, had a 
thoufand arts and tlratagems to drcumvent her 
well-meaning governefs. I muft here mention, 
vj^at I remarked afterwards, that tome of tho 

• Love. 
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pupils felt greater attraftions in one ftage ; and 
fome ia another. And the fcene before them 
being well variegated with mofly banks, and purl- 
ing ftreams, friiking lambs, and piping ftiepherds ; 
infpired a longing that was inexprdEble, to one 
that fcemcd of an amorous coniplexion. She re- 
quefled to make a Ihort digrelllon ; pointed to the 
band of fliepherds dancing; and, as I obferved, 
prefented a glafs, through which the matron 
might diftinftly view them. The govemefs ap- 
plied the glafs, and it was wonderful to trace the 
fhange it effefted. She, who before had with 
much conftancy oppofed the prayers of her peti- 
tioner, now began to lean towards her demands ; 
and, as if Ihe herfclf were not quite indi&rcnt 
■to the fcene of pleafure flie had beheld, grew ' 
rcmifs in her difcipline ; foftened the language 
, of diflent ; and with a gentle reprimand, fuffered 
her pupil to elc^e. After this, however, flje 
■winked her ejes ; that flie might not at leall bear 
teftimgny to the ftcp flie; did nijt approve. When 
■the lady had gratified her curiofity, (he returned 
for the prefent ; but w;ith an appetite more in- 
flamed, and more impatient to repeat her frolick. 
The gpvernefs appeared uneafy, and to repent 
of her own fompliance ; and reafon good £hc 
had ; confidering the confidence it gave her pupil, 
^nd th? ■freight it took from her own authority. 
■ T^H 
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They were not paffed far from the fecon4 
Ilage of their journey, ere i;hey all determined 
to rebel, and fubmit to the tyranny of their 
leader no longer, 

■ Another now took the lead; and fefzing an 
embroidered handkerchief, compleatly hood- 
winked the direftrefs. All now was tumult, 
anarchy, difagreement, and confufion. They 
led their guide along, blindfold, not without 
propofals of downright murder. They foon loft 
light of the regular path, and ftrode along with 
amazing rapidity- I fliould, however, except 
feme few *, who, being of a complexion naturally 
languid, and thus deprived of their proteflrels, 
Tiad neither conftancy to keep the road, nor fpirit 
enough to ftray far from it. Thefe found the 
utmoft of their inclination gratified, in treafuring 
up fhells from the banks of the river, fcooping 
■foffils from the rocks, or prefcrving plants that 
grew in the valley. A moth or butterfly afforded 
them a chace, and a grub or beetle was a fuitablc 
companion. But to return to the vagabond^ 

• Tte vircaofo-pailion. - 
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The lady that perforraed the feat of blinding 
her govcrnefs, for a time, bore the chief rule | 
and held'the reft in a ftatt of fervitude *. She 
feemed to be indeed formed for that power and 
grjindeur, which was her delight ; being of a fta- 
flure remarkably tail, with an ^r of dignity iq 
her countenance. Not but trthers Wppid fome- 
tiraes infift upon feme temporary gratification. 
As they fliaped their way to a great city, f one 
would loll and loiter on a bed of rofes ; another 
would join the dance of Ihepherds, and fometimcs 
retire with J one ioto the covert. A § third 
would not move a ftep further, till ftie had ga- 
thered fome ore that was waJhed from the moun- 
tains. "When they entered the city, their dilfi- 
patipn was yet more obfcrvable. || One intoxt- 
^ted herfelf with ccffdials ; ** another went in 
<iueft of lace and equipage. The f f lady, how- 
ever, at this time mod enterprizing, and who 
(as I mentioned before) had given fuch a turn to 
their affairs, difcovered a ftrange fondnefs herfelf 
for lawn and ermine, embroidered ftars, and 
golden- collars. However difficult it feemed to 
reach them, or how little neceffary foever they 

• AmbitiOD. f Indolence. J GallaDtry. 

J Avarice. || Ebriety. ■ • Piidc and VinJty. 

tt ^^mbition, 

feemed 
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fecmtd' to happioefs, fhefe alone engaged ha 
^ttentioa ; and to ihefe alone her hopes afpired. 
Nay {he went fo far, as, in failure of thefc, to 
yefolve on raifery and wilful wretchedneis. 

She at length fucceeded, at leall fo far, as 
to find how little they enhance her happinefs; 
and her former compeers having mined their 
conftitutiont, were once again defirous to hare 
their queen reign over them. In fhort, their 
, loyalty reg^ed the afcendant ; inftunuch, thar 
TKhh one confcnt they removed the bandage from 
her eyes, and vowed to obey her future di- 
yeftions. 

She prcnnifed to procure them all. the happinefs 
that was confident with their prefent Aate ; and 
advifed them all to follow her towards the path 
they had forfaken. 

Our travellers, la a little time after this, 
pafTed over the bridge that introduced them to 
their clofing ftage. The fubjefl^ very orderly,; 
jepcntant, and dcmiHive : The goveniefs, more 
rigid and imperious than ever. The former, 
withered, decrepid, languiihiag ; the latter, in 
greater vigour, and more beautiful than before. 
Time appeared to produce in her, a very oppdite 
,' effeft 
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cffeft to rhat it wrought in her companions. She 
fcemcd, indeed, no more that eafy duftilc crea- 
ture, infulted and borne away by the whims of 
her companions. She appeared more judicious 
m the commands ihe gave, and more rigorous ia 
the execution. In ftiort, both h^j" own affivity, 
and the fupine lethargy of .thofe whom flie con- 
dn£bd, united to make way for her unlimited 
aothority. Now, indeed, a more limited rule 
might have fecured obedience, and maintained 
a regularity. The ladies were but iitttlc ftruck 
vkh the glare of objefts on each fide the way. 
One alone I mult eKcepc, whom I beheld look 
wiflifully, with a retorted eye, towards the golden 
ore waihed down by the torrents. The gover- 
nefs reprefented, in the ftrcmgeft terms, that 
thefe materials could not be imported into the 
realms they were about to enter. That, were 
this even the eafe, they coiild be there of no im,- 
pOTtance. However flie had not extirpated the 
biafs of this craving dame, when they approach-. 
ed the temple to which I formerly alluded. 

The temple flood upon a lofty hill, half en- 
circled with trees of never-fading verdure. Be- 
tween the milk-white columns (which were of 
the Dorick order, the bafes gilt, as alfo the ca- 
pitals) a blaze of glory iirue4 of foch fuperior 
luftrc. 
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luftre, that pone beCde the governefs was able 
to approach it. She, indeed, with a dcjefted 
countaiancc, drew near, unto the goddefs ; who 
gently waved her haad. in the way of falutation. 

The matron feemed lefs dazled, than delighted 
with her excefliTe beauty. She accofted ho- 
with reverence, and with much diffidence began 
to mention their pretenfion to her favor. .* She 
" mufl own, Ihe had been too'reniifs in theite- 
*f ginning pf her government ; ftie hoped it would 
*' be attributed to inexperience in the fubtle wiles 
" of her fellow-travellers. She flattered herfelf, 
*• that her fevcrity towards the conclidlon of her 
" journey might in fome fort make attonement 
** for her misbehaviour in the beginning. Laflly, 
. f that ihe fometimes found it impoffible to hear 
** the diftates of the Goddefs amid the clamoms 
f of her pupils, and the din of their perfuaCons.** 

To this the Goddefs made reply. 
** You have heard, faid ihe, no doubt, that 
f the favors I beilow, are by no means coniifteDt 
f with a ftate of inaffiviiy. The only time when 
* you were allowed an opportunity to deferve 
f them, was the time when your pupils were iho 
•* mod refraftory and perverfe. The honours 
K yiiH cxpeft in my court are proportioned to the 
^' " difficulty 
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- *• difficulty of a good undertaking. May you, 
^ hereafter, partake them, in reward of your 
* more vigorous coodud : For the prcfcnt you 
.* are little entitled to any recranpence from me. 
^ As to your pupils, I obfervf , they have paffed 
f fenteoce uptai themfclvcs.'* 

At this inftant of time the bell rung for fupr 
per, and awaked me; I found the gardener by 
my fide, prepared to plant a parcel of trees' j 
and that I had Qumbered away the hours, in 
which I fliould have givcp hira fuitablc direcr 



UK- 
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UNCONNECTED THOUGHTS 
ON GARDENING. 



GARDENING may be divided ioto 
three fpecies — kitchen-gardening— par- 
terre-gardening — and land/kip, or piflurefquc- 
gardening : which latter is the fubjefl intended 
in the following pages— It confifts in pleafing the 
imagination by fcenes of grandeur, beamy, or 
variety. Convenience merely has no fliare here; 
wy farther than as it pleafes the imaginauon. - 

Perhaps the diviiion Of the pleafures of ima- 
gination, accOTding as they are ftruck by the 
great, the various, and the beautiful, may be ac- 
curate enoagb for my prefent ptirpofe : why each 
of them affefts us with pleafure maybe traced 
in other authors. See Burke, Hutchinfon, Ge- 
rard. The theory of agreeable feafations, &c. * 

* Gardks scekes may perlispj be divided into the fu- 
blime, ihe beaatifull, and the melancholy or pcnfive ; ro tvhkh 
lad I know not but we may affign a middle place betwixt die 
former two, as being in tcuae lort compoTed of both. See 
Burke's fublimei &c. 

X T;iERE 
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There feems ho'.v«ver to be fome objefli 
■which afford a pleafure not reducible to either of 
the foregoing heads. A ruin, for inftance, may- 
be neither new to us, nor majeftick, nw beau- 
tiful, yet afford that pieafing melancholy which 
proceeds from a reflexion on decayed magnifi- 
cente. For this reafon an able gardincr ihoiM 
avail himfelf <tf objefts, perhaps, not very ftrik- 
ing; if they ferve to cormefl ideas, that coOTcy 
tcflexions of the pieafing kini 

Objects fliould indeed be lefs calculated to 
firike the immediate eye, than the judgment or 
well-formed imaginaticm ; as ia paintings 

It is no objeftioft to the pleafure of noyelry, 
that it makes an ugly objeft more difagreeabla^ 
It is enough that it produces a fuperiority be- 
twixt things in other refpefts equal. It feems, 
on fome occafions, to go even further. Are there 
not broken- rocks and rugged grounds, to which 
we can hardly attribute either beauty or gran- 
deur, and yet when introduced near an extent 
of lawn, impart a pleafure' equal to more fliape- 
ly fcenes ? Thus a feries of lawn, though ever 
(o beautiful, may fatJate and cloy, unlefs the eye 
paffes 
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paSes to them from wilder fcenes j and then they 
acquire the grace of novehy. 

■ Variety appears to me to deriTe good part 
cf it's efFeft from novelty; as the eye, paffing 
from one form or color, to a form or color of a 
different kind, finds 'a degree of novelty in it's 
prefent objeft which affords immediate fatisfac- 



VariEtv however, in fome Matices, thay ba 
carried to fuch excefs as to lofe it's whole effeft 
I have obferved ceilings fo crammed with ftuccO* 
ornaments ; that, although of the moft different 
Tcinds, they have produced an uniformitj'. A 
fufficient quantity of undecorated fpace is necef- 
fary to exhibit fuch decorations to advantage. 

Ground (hould firfl: be confidered with an 
eye to it's peculiar charafter : whether it be the 
grand, the favage, the fprightly, the melancho- 
ly, the horrid, or the bcautlfull. As one or 
other of thefe charaflers prevail, one may fome- 
what ftrengthen it's effcft, by allowing . every 
part fome denomination, and then fupporting it's 
title by fuitable appendages— For inftance, The 
lover's walk may have affignation feats, with pro- 
pec 
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per mottoes— Ums to faithfull lovers— Traphi^ 

garlands, &c by means of art. 

What an advantage mull fome Italian feattf 
derive from the circumftance of facing Ctuattf 
on ground mentioned in the clafacks ? And, ereii 
in England, wherever a park or garden happens 
to have been the fcene of any event in hiftory, 
one would furely avail one's felf of that circum-^ 
ftance, to make it more interefUng to the ima-' 
^nauon. Mottoes fhould allude to it, columns, 
&c record it ; verfes moralize upon it ; and tvw 
liofiQr receive it's fliarc of pleafure. 

In defiguing a houfe and gardens, it is happf 
when there is an opp(»*tumty of maintaining a 
fubordination of pans; the houfe fo luckUy 
placed as to exhibit a view of the whole defign. 
I have fometimes thought that there was room 
for it to refemble an epick or dramatick poem. 
It is rather to be wHhed than required, that ih« 
more ftriking fcenes may fucceed thofe which arc 
,iefsfo. 

Tafte depends mnch upon temper. Some pre- 
fer Tibullus to Virgil, and Virgil to Homer 

Hagley to Persficld, and Eersficid to the Wellh 
moontains* 
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mountains. This occaiioQs the dtfierent prefer- 
ences that are giren to fituadons — A garden 
Arikcs nk moft, where the grand, and the pica* 
£ng iucceed, not intermingle, with each other. 

I BELIEVE, however, the fublime has general- 
ly a decp^ cffeft than the merely beautiful. 

I BSE the words hndfklp and profpe^ the for- 
mer as expreffive of .home fcenes, the latter of 
,^ant imagK. _ Profpefts fliould take in the blue 
diftant hills ; but never fo remotely, that they he 
pot difHnguiihable from clouds. Yet this mere 
.flrtcpt is T^rhat the ^ulg^r value. 

LANDSKipflioijId. contain variety enough to 
form a pi^e upon cmvas ; and this is no bad 
.tell, as Ithiuk the land/kip painter is the gardi- 
,pcr*s beft defigner. The eye requires a fort of 
.baUance here ; but not .fo as to encroach upon . 
■ probable nature. A wood, or hill, may ballaocc 
,a houfe or obeiiik; ^ for exa^efs would be dJf- 
pleafing. We form. our notions from. what we 
have fecn ; and though, could we comprehend ^e 
univerfe, we might perhaps find it uniformly re- 
golu ; yet the portions that we fee of it, habi* 
tuate (HIT fancy to the contrary. 

Vot.It J The. 

C,.;,l,z.db;G00gIe 



130 E S S AYS O N M E N» 

Th e eye fliould always look rather down upon 
water: Cuftomaty nature makes this requifiic. 
I know nothing more feolibly difpleailng thaa 

]Mr. T 's flat ground betwixt his terras and 

his water. 

It is not eafy to account for the fondnefs of 
former times for ftrait-lined avenues to their 
houfes ; ftrait-lined walks through their woods ; 
and, in fhort, every kind of ftrait-lirie; where 
the foot is to travel over, What the eye has dodc 
befoire. This circumftance, is otie objeftiotL 
Another, fomcwhat of the fame kind, is the re- 
petition of the fame obje£^ tree after tree, for 
a length of way together. A third is, that this 
identity is purchafed by the lofs of that variety, 
which the natural country fupplies everywhere; 
in a greater' or lefs degree. To ftand ftill and 
furvey fuch avcnnes, may afibrd fome.llender 
fatisfaflion, through the change derived froni 
perfpeiHve ; but to move on continually and find 
no change of fcene in the leaft attendant on onr 
change of place, muft give aftual pain to a per- 
fon of tafle. For fuch an one to be condemned 
to pafs along the famous vifta from * Mofcow 
tg Petersburg, or that other (torn Agra to Laher 

* In Montd^dieu, oa Tafic. 
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in India, mufl be as difagreeablc a fentence, as 
to be condemned to labour at the gallics. I 
ciJoceived fome idea of tHe feniation he mufl 
feel, from walking but a few minutes, immured, 

betwixt Lord D 's high-fliorn yew-hedges; 

which run exactly parallel, at the diftance of a- 
boui ten feet ; and are contrived perfeftly to ex- 
clude all kind of objefts whatfocTcr. 

When a building, or other objeft has been 
once viewed from its proper point, the foot fliouhl 
nevM" travel to it by the fame path, which the 
eye has travelled over before. Lofe the objeft, 
and draw nigh, obliquely. 

The fide-trees in viftas fliould be fo circum- 
ftanced as to a£ord a probability that they grew 
by ijature. 

Ruinated ftniflnfes appcaf to derive their 
power of pleafing, from the irregularity of fur- 
face, which is variety; and the latitude they 
afford the imagination, to conceive an enlarge- 
ment of their dimenlions, or to recoUeft any 
events or circumftances appertaining to their prif- 
tine grandeur, fp far as concertis grandeur and 
folemnity. The breaks in them Ihould be as 
bold and abrupt as poflible, — If mere beauty be 
K 2 ^raed 
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aimed at (which however is not thcnr cluef ex* 
cellcnce) the wating line, with more cafy traiif- 
iiions,wiU become of greater importance — ^Events 
relating to them may be fimnlated by nomberlefs 
little aruBces ; but it is ever to be remcmbereit ■ 
that high hills and fudden defcents are moft 
fuitable to caflles; and fertile vales, near wood 
and vrater, mofl imitative of the nfual fituadoa 
for abbeys and religious houfes ; large oaks, in 
parucular, areelTential tothefe latter. 

Whofe branching arms, aiul reverend height 
Admit a dim religious light, 

A cotuge is a pleaiitig object partl)^ on aceouct 
of the variety it may introduce ; on account of 
the tranquillity that feems to reign there; and 
perhaps, (I am fomewhat afraid) on account of 
the pride of human nature. 

l^mgi alterius JTpe^lare laborem. 

In a fccne prefented to the eye, objeAs fhoold 
never he fo much to the right or left, as m gire it 
sny uneailnefs in the examination. Sometime^ 
however, it may be better to admit valuable objefla 
cveo with this ^advaatagc. They fljould elfe 
never 
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pever be feen beyond a certain angle. The eye 
inuil be eafy, before it can be pleaied. 

N o mere flope from one fide to the other can 
be agreeable ground : The eye requires a bal- 
lance— Le. a degree of uniformity : but this may 
be otherwife effeded and the rule Ihould be uo- 
flcrilood with fome limitation. 

—Each alley has it's brother, 

And half the plat-form juft refle% tfaeothen - 

Let us examine what may be faid in favour 
of that regularity which Mr. Pope expofes. 
Might he not feemingly as well obje^ to the 
^ifpc^tion of an human face, becatife it has aa 
^ye or cheek, that is the very pifture of it*s . 
companion? Or does not providence who has 
obferved this regularity in the external ftnifturc 
of our bodies and difregarded it within, feem to 
conlider it as a beauty i The arms, the timbs, 
and the feveral parts of them correfpond, but 
it is not the fame cafe with the thorax and the 
abdomen. I believe one is generally folhcitous 
for a kind of ballasce in a land/kip, and, if I am 
not miHaken, the painters generally fumiJhone: 
A building for inftance on one fide, contrafied by 
a group of trees, a large oak, or a rifing hill oa 
*hc other, 'Whcnc? then -does this taftc proceed, 
2 5 IWt 
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bat fr^m the loye we hear to regularity in pen. 
feftlon? After all, in regard to gardens, the 
{hape of groi^nd. the difpoJition of trees, and 
the figure of water, ,muft be facred to nature j 
and no fonos mqit be allowed tha^ make a difr 
Cftvery 9if art. 

All trees have a charader analogous to that 
of men: Oaks arc in all rcfpefls the pcrfefl: 
image of the manly character : In former times 
I fhould have faid, and in prefent times I think 
i am authorized to fay, the Britiih one. As a 
brave man is not fuddenly cither elated by prot 
perity, or depreffed by adverfity, fo the oak dif- 
plays not it's verdure on the fun's firft approach; 
nor drops it, on his firll departure. Add. to this 
it's majeftic appearance, the rough grandeur of 
of it's bark, and the wide protection of it^ 
branches. 

A LARGE, branching, aged oak, is perhaps 
the moft venerable of all inanimate objeffe. 

Urns are more folemn, if large and plain j 
more beautiful, if lefs ani ornamented. So- 
lemnity is perhaps their point, and the fituari- 
on of them Ihould lUU cooperate with it. 
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St the way, I wonder that lead ftatues are 
tKX more in vogue in our modem gardens. 
Though they may iiot exprefs the 6ner fines of 
an human body, yet they feem pcrfcAly well 
calculated, on account c^ their duratioD. to em- 
belUih landikips, were they fome degrees infe- 
rior to what we generally behold. A ftatue in 
a room challenges examination, and is to be ex- 
amined critically as a ftatue. A ftatue in a gar- 
den if! CO be con&lered as one pan of a fcene or 
landlkip r the minuter touches are no more-eflen- 
tial to it, than a good landjidp painter would 
elleem them were he to reprefent a ftatue in his 
J)iftare. 

■ Apparent art, in it*s prefer province, is al- 
moft as important as app^ent natui'e. They 
contraft agreeably; but their provinces ever 
Jhould be kept diftiod. 

Where fome artifidal beauties are fo dexte- 
toufly managed that one cannot but conceive 
them natural, fome natural ones fo extremely for- 
tunate than one is ready to fwear they are 3^14* 
fici4 

Cont 
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CoNCEKNiNG fccDcs, the iDorc mKooUfKni 
they appear, the bencr, praridcd they form a 
plOute, aad include nothing that pretends fo be 
of nature's proda£Uon, and is not The ihape tS 
bf ground, the iitic of tIreeSt and the fall of water, 
cature^s proriiice. Whiterier thwarts her ii 
treafon. 

Oh the other hand, building and the wotkt 
"of art, need have no other reference to aatnre 
than that they rford the nwffMw wiA which die 
buman nund f& delighted. 

Art Ihould never be allowed to fet a foot in 
the province of natore, otherwife than clandef' 
tinely and by night. . WhencTcr Are is allowed 
to appear here, and men begin to comproBiire the 
difference — Night, godiicifm, confofion and ab- 
^lute chaos are come again. 

' To fee (nie*s nms, obelUks, and miterfalbt 
|:ud open^ the nakeolnefs of bur beloved i^" 
trefles, the naiads, and the diyad^ e^c^ed hf 
rfiat ruffian winter to univer&l obferatiftn j is a 
feverity fcarccly to be fupported by the help oiF 
blazing hearths, chearful companions, and a bot- 
tle of the moft grateful burgundy, 

Ths 
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The vca-ks of a perfoa that builds, begin im- 
mediately to decay; while thofe of him who 
plants begin dire^y to improve. In this, plant- 
ing pi^mifes a more lafUng pleafure, than build- 
ing ; which, were it to remain in equal perfeflion, 
would at bell begin to moulder and want repairs 
in imagination. Now trees have a circumftance 
that fuits our taile, and that is annual variety. 
It is inconveirient indeed, if they caufe our love 
of life to take root tod flouriih with them; 
whereas the very famcnefs of our ftruftures wilt 
without the help of dilapidation, ferrc to wean 
us from our att^i^mient to them. 

It is a cuHom In fome countries to condemn 
the charafters of thofe (after death) that have 
neither planted a tree, nor begat a child. 

The tafte c^ the citizen and of the mere 
peafant are in all refpe^ls the lame. The (ot- 
mer gilds fais balls ; painis his itonework and 
ftatues whiK ; plants his trees in lines or .cir- 
cles.; cuts tus yew-crees four-fquare or conic; 
or gives them, what he can, of the refemblance 
of birds, or bears, or men ; fquirtt up his rivu- 
let in jetteaos ; in han, admires no part of na^ 
.ture. 
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tore, but her duftility : exhibits every tlung that 
is glaring, that implies expence, or that effefls a 
furprize becaufe it is unoatural, TJie pea^t a 
lus admirer. 

It is always to be remembered in gardening 
(hat iiiblimity or magnificence, and bea,uty or 
fariety, arc very different things. Every lcen,o 
we fee in qature is either tame and infipid ; oc 
compounded pf thofe. It often happens that 
the fame ground may recdve from art, either 
certain degrees of fublimity and magnificence^ 
or certaia degrees of variety and beauty ; or a 
mixture of each kind. In tlus cafe it remains tq 
be coufidered in which light they can be ren- 
dered moll remarkable, whether as objefb oi 
beayty, or magnificence, ^veij the temper of 
the proprietor Ihould not perhaps be wholly 
difrcgarded : for certain complexions of foul wC'l 
prefer an orange tree or a myrtle, to an oak or 
cedar. Hcnrever this Ihould not induce a gardi- 
OCT to parcel out a lawn into knots of fiurubr 
bery ; or inveft a mountain with a garb of rofes. 
This would be like drefling a giant in a farfcnet 
gown* or a faracen's head in a bruffels night- 
c^ Indeed the fmall and circular clumps of 
firs, which I fee planted upon fomc fine large 
fwells. put me often in mind of a coronet pl?cj^ 
4 m 
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fm an elephant or camel's back. I fay a ganfii 
ner fliould not do this, any more thao a poet 
Ihould attonpt to write of the lung of Frullia 
in the ftyie of Philips. Oa the other lide, what 
would become of Lesbians fparr-ew ihould it be 
treated in the fame language with the anger of 
AchUIes? 

Gardiners may be divided into three forts, th^ 
land/kip gardiner, the parterre gardiner, and 
the kitchen gardiner, agreeab!y to our firft di- 
Tiiion of gardens. 

' I HAVE uled the word landJkiptgar^ners; b»- 
caufe in purfuance of our prefent tafte iQ gar- 
dening, erery good painter of lapdikip appear* 
to me the moft proper deligner. The misfortune 
of it, is, that thefe painters, arc apt to regar^ 
the execudon of their WfHrk, much more than the 
choice o£ fubjeO^< 

The art of diAancing and approi^mating;, 
comes truly within thdr fphere : the former by 
the gradual dinii;nXltion of 4>Jlindiiefs, and of 
fizc ; the latter by the reverfc. A ftrait lined , 
arenue that is widened in front, and planted there 
with ewe trees, then firs, then with trees more 
pid mare fady, till they end in the almgnd-wjl- 
low. 
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low, or filver pCer ; will produce a very remark^ 
able deception c£ the fonner kind ; which de'< 
ceptioa will be encreafol, if the nearer dark 
trees, are proportionable and truly larger thaq 
tbofe at the end of the avenue that are more 
fady. 

To diftan^e a building, plant as near as yoa 
can to it, two or three circles of different co- 
loured greens — Ever-greens are bed for all fuch 
ptirpofes — Suppgfe the outer one of holly, and the 
next of laurel, &c The confequcnce will be that 
die imagination immediately allows a fpace b&r 
twixt thefe circles and another betwixt the houfe 
and [hora ; and as the imagined fpace is indetenni- 
aate, if your building be dim^coloured, it will not 
appear inconfideratde. The imaginadon'is a greater 
magniiier than a Microfcopic gta&. And on this 
head,! have known (omt inftaoces, where by (hew- 
ing intermediate ground, theidiftance has apr- 
peared lefs, than while an hedge or grove con- ' 
cealed it. 

Hedges, appearing as fuch, are tmirerfally 
bad. They difcover art in nature's province. 

Trees in hedges partake of their artificiali- 
ty, and become a pan of them. There is no 
1 more 
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• 'faffre faidtn, and obvions improrcmeDt, tlmii an 
hedge removed, and the trees remaining; yet 
not in fuch manner as to mark out the former 
hedge. 

Water Oionld tier appear, as an irrcgalu 
•lak^ or mrin^g ftream. 

{Hands gire beauty, if the water be adequate ; 
bat leflea grandeur through variety. 

It was the wife remark of fome fagacious ob- 
ferrer, that familiarity is for the moll part pro- 
du^ve of contempt. Gracelefs oflspring of fo 
anuablc a parent ! Unfortunate beings that we 
are, whofe enjoyments muft be eidier checked, 
■ or prove deftruftive of themfelyes. Our pafSons 
are permitted to fip a little pleafure ; but are 
extinguifhed by indulgence, like a lamp over- 
- whelmed with oil. Hence we ncgleft the beauty 
with which we have been intimate ; nor would 
any addition it could receiye, prove an equivalent 
for the advantage it derived from the firft im-> 
.preiBon. Thus negligent of graces that have 
■the merit of reality, we too often prefer imagi- 
nary ones that have tmly the charm of novelty : 
And hence wc may account, in' general, for the 
preference 
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preference of art to oatore, in our old faihi<Mie4 
gardeiisi 

Art, indeed, is often reqmCte to colleft add 
epitomize the beauties of nature; but fliould 
fleTCF be fnffered to fet her mark upon them: 
I mean in regard to thofc articles that are of ai~ 
cure's province; the Ihaping of ground, the 
^lahting of tree§, and the difpolition of Idccs and 
rivulets. Many more partichlar* will fotfn oc- 
cur, which, however, (he is allowed to regulate, 
fomewhat clandeftinely, upon the following ac- 
count— ^an is not capable of comprehending the 
nniverfe at one furvey. Had he faculties equal 
to this, he might well be cenfurcd for any mi- 
nute regulations of his own. It were the fame, 
as if, in his prefent lituation, he llroTe to find 
amufemcnt in contriymg the fabrick of an ant's 
neft, or the partitions of a bee-hivc; But we 
are plaeed in the corner of a fphere ; endued 
neither with organs, nor allowed a ftation, pro- 
per to give us an univerfal view; or to exhibit 
to us the variety, the orderly proportions, and 
, difpditions of the fyftem. We perceive many 
breaks and blemilhes, feveral neglected and un- 
variegated places in the part ; which, in the 
whole would appear either imperceptible, ot 
beauuful ' And we might as rationally e:tpe^ a 
fnail 
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fnail to be fatisficd with the beauty of our par- 
terres, Hopes, and terraiTes — or an ant to prefer 
our buildings to her own orderly range of gra- 
qaries,. as that man fiiould be fatiified, \rith0ut2 
fingle thought that he can improve the fpot that 
falls to lus {hare. But, though art be neceflary 
for C(dleAing nature's beauties, by what reaibn 
is ihe authorized to thwart and to oppofe her? 
"Why, fantaflically endeavor to humanize thofe 
TCgetables, of which nature, difcreet nature 
thought it proper to make trees ? Why endow 
the vegetable bird with wings, which nature has 
made momentarily dependent upon the foil ! 
Here art feems very affeftedly to make a difph^ 
of that induftry, which it is her glory to conceaL 
The Hone which reprefemx an afleriik, is valued 
only tm account of. it's 'namral produ^on : Nor 
do We view with pleafure: the laboured carvings 
and ftiule diligence of Gothk. artifts.- We view 
With much more fatisfa£)ion fome plain Grecian 
&bric, where . art, . indeed, has been equally, 
but lefs vifibly, induflrious. It is thus we, in- 
deed, ahnire the fliining texture of the filk- 
wonnj but wc loath the puny author, when Ihe 
thinks proper to emerge j and to difguft us wirfi 
Ae, appearance of fo vile a grub. 

-But 
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Bdt this is merely true in rfcgani to the par- 
tknlars of nature's prtmnce; trherein art can 
only appear as the moft abjcA vaflal, and had, 
therefore, better not appear at all. The cafe 
is different where ihe has the direfHon of build- 
ings, ufeful or ornamental; or, perhaps, claims 
as much honor irom temples, as the deities to 
yrhom thej are infcribed. Here then it is her 
intereft to be feen as mnch as poffible: And, 
though nature appear donbly bcantifnt by the 
contrail her ftniaores fnmifli, it is not eafy 
■for her to confer a benefit which nature on heP 
<^e, will not repay* 

A RURAL fcene to me .is iktct perfeft Tritb- 
out the adt^tion of 'finne itind tif building : In- 
: deed I hare known a fear of rGdt-^ork,iin great 
meafure, fiipply the defidsncy. 

In gardening it is no fmaU point to eofofce 
cither grandenr <h' beaoty by fnrprize ; -£or in- 
ftance, by abnipt traBfiuoo from their OMUraries 
—but to lay a flrefs upon furprize «ily ; fcaiiey- 
; ample* oa the furprize occaiioned l^ an .sdia t 
"mxhoat including any nobler purpole ; is a fym- 
ptom of bad taft^ and a violent fondefs for mere 
-toocettQ. 

Grak- 
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US 



Grand Eua and beauty are fo Tery oppofite, 
that you often diminifli the one as you encreafe 
. the other. Variety is moft a-kin to the latter, 
fimplicity to the former. 

Suppose a large hill, varied by art, fl^th 
large patches of different-colored clumps, fears 
of rock, chalk quarries, villages, or farm-houftsj 
you will have, perhaps, a more beautiful fcene, 
but much lefs grand than it, was before. 

In many inftances, it is moft eligible to com- 
pound your fcene of beauty and grandeur — Sup- 
pofe a magnificent fwell arifing out of a well-va- 
riegated valley; it would be difadvantageous to 
encreafe it's beauty, by means dcftruftive to ii'i 
munificence. 

There may poffibly, but there feldom happens, 
any occafion to fill up valleys, with trees or other- 
Wife. It is for the moft part the gardeiier's bufmefs 
to remove trees, or ought that fills up the low 
ground ; and to give,' as far as nature allows, aa 
artificial eminence to the high. 

The haige-row apple-trees in Herefordfliire 

sifford a moft beautiful fcenery, at the time they 

Vol. n. L arc 
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are in bloflbm : But the profpeft would be really' 
grander, did it conlift of fimple foliage. For ohe 
iame reafcHi, a large oak (or beech) in autumni 
is a grander obje£l: than the fame in fpring. The 
fprightly green, is then obfufcated. 

Smoothness and cafy trandtions are no 
finall ingredient in the beautiful; abrupt and reft- 
angular breaks have more of the namre of the 
fublime. Thus a tapering fpirc is, perhaps, a 
more beautiful objeft than a tower, which is 
grander. 

Many of the ^liferent opinions relating ts 
the preference to be given to feats, villas, &c. 
are owing lo vpant of dillinfldon betwixt the 
beautiful and the magnificent. Both the formec 
and the latter pleafe ; but there are imaginations 
particularly adapted to the one, and to the 
other. 

Mr. Addison thought an (^en umnclofed 
champain country, formed the beft landJkip. 
Somewhat here is to be confidered. JLarge unva^ 
negated, fimple objefts have the beft pretenlions 
to fublimity ; a large mountain, whofe fides are 
onvaried wiihobje£b, is grander than one with 
inhnit« 
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infinite variety : But then it's beauty is propor- 
tionably lefs. 

Hom^EvtR, I think a plain fpace near the eye 
gives it a kind of hberty it loves: And then 
the pifture, whether you chufe the grand or 
beautiful, {hould be held up at itS proper di- 
ftance. Variety is the principal ingredient in 
b^ucy ; and Jlmplicity is eflential td grandeur. 

Offensive objefls, at a proper diftance, ac- 
"quirfe even a degree of beauty : FOr inftancc, 
ftubblcj fallow ground— 
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ON POLITICKS. 

PERHAPS mca of the moft different fe£b 
and parties TCry freqnently think the feme; 
only vary in their phrafe and langaa^ At 
leall, if one examines thdr fifft prindples, which 
Tcry often cdndde, it were a point of pnidencc, 
as well as candor, to conlider the reft a& nothing 
more, 

A Courtier's dependent is a beggar's dog. 

If national rcfleflions are unjuft, becaufe there 
are good men in all nations, are not natioDal 
wars upon much the fame footing? 

A GOVERNMENT is inexcufable foT employing 
foolilh miniflers; becaufe they may examine a 
man's head, though they cannot his heart. 

I FANCY the proper means of encreaCng the 
love we bear our natJTe country, is to refide fomc- 
time in a foreign one. 

The 
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The love of popularity fccms little clfc than 
die love of being beloved ; and is only blame- 
able when a perfon aims at the affections of a 
people by means in appearance honeft, but ia 
thdr end pernicious and deftruflive. 

There ought, no doubt, to be heroes in {<>• 
ciecy as well as butchers ; and who knows but 
the necellity of butchers (inflaming and ftimu- 
lating the paJEons with animal food) might at firft 
pccalion the necellity of heroes. Butchers, I 
believe, were priort 

The whole myllery of a courtly behavior 
feems included in the power of making general 
favors appear particular ones. 

A MAN of remarkable genius may afford to 
pafs by a piece of wit, if it happen to border on 
abufe. A little genius is obliged to catch at every 
witticifm indifcriminately. 

Indolence is a kind of centripetal force. 

It feems idle to rail at ambition merely be^ 
caufe it is a bouridlefs paffion ; or rather is not 

L 3 this 
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this circumilance an argument in it's favor P ff 
one wopld be employed or amnfed through life, 
ihould we not m^c choice of a paiUoii thi^t will 
keep Qpe long in play ! 

A spoKTsMAN of TiTacity will m^e choice 
of that game which will prolong his diverCon : 
A fox, that will fupport'thc chace till night, 
is better game than a i*abbit that will not afibrd 
him half an hour's entertainment. E. 

The fubimffion of Prince JJal to the civil' 
magillrate that committed, him was more to his 
hpnor than al| the conquefts of Henry the Fjfth 
jp France, 

The moA animated fbcial pleafiire, that I can 
conceive, may be, perhaps, felt by ;i geqeral after 
a fucccfsful engagement or in it; 1 mean by 
fuch commanders as have fouls equal to their 
occupation. This, however, feeifls paradoxic^ 
and requires fomc explanation. 

Resistance to the reigning powers is jufU- 
fiable, upon a conviftion that their gpvcrnnient 
js jncooiiltcot \Kith the good of th? fybjeft, tlvit 
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onfimerpofition tends tocftablHh better meafures; 
and this without a probability .of occafioning erlh 
that may over-ballance them. But thefe confi- 
derations muft never be feparated. 

People aie, perhaps, more vicious in towru^ 
becaufe they have fewer natural objefls there, 
to employ their attention — or admiration : Like- 
wife becaufe one Ticious charafler -tends to en- 
courage and keep another in countenance. How- 
ever it be, excluding accidental circumftances, 
I believe the largeft cities arf the mod vicious of 
9II others. 

« 

Laws are generally found to be nets of fuch 
a texture, as the little creep through, the great 
t>re^ through, and the midcile-ilzed are altmc 
entangled in. 

Though I have no fort of incUnation to viij- 
dicatc the late rebellion, yet I am led by candw 
to make fome diftinAion between the immorality 
of it's abettors, and the illegality of their cffencc. 
I^y Lord Hard^clc, in his condemnation-fpeech, 
remarks, with great propriety, that the laws of 
iH nations have adjudged rebellion to be tbe 
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worft of crimes. And In regard to ciTJl focieties, 
I believe there is none but madmen will difputc 
it. But furely with regard to confcience, erro- 
neous judgments and ill-grounded coaTiftions 
may render it fome people's duty. Sin does not 
conUlt in any deviation from received opinion j 
it does not depend upon the underftanding, but 
the will. Now, if it appear that a man's opi- 
nion has happened to roifplace his dutyj and- 
th(p opinion has not been owing to any vici- 
ous defirc of indulging his appetites— In fliort, 
if his own rcafon, liable to err, have biaffed his 
will ; rather than his will any way contributed 
to biafs and deprave his reaibn, he will, perhaps, 
appear guilty before none, beCdc an earthly 
tribunal. 

A Person's right to refill, depends upon a 
conviftion, that the government is ill-managed ; 
that others have more claim to manage it, or 
will adnunifter it better: That he, by his re- 
Jiftance, can introduce a change to it's advantage, 
and this without any confequential evils that will 
bear proportion to the faid advantage. 

"Whether this were not in appearance the cafe 

q( B^hnerino, Twill not prefume to fay : How 

conceived^ 
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conceived, or from what deluScn fpning. But 
as, I think, he was reputed an honeft man, in 
other refpefts, one may guefs his behayior was 
rather owing to the imfreprefentations of bis 
■ reafon, than to any depravity, perverfeneis, or 
difmgenuity of his will. 

If a perfon ought heartily to ftickle for any 
caufe, it fhould be that of moderation. Modera- 
tion Ibould be his party. 
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EGOTISMS, 

fKOM MT OWN SENSATIOiJS, 



I HATE m^tinje ezprelGoas, Cmiles and alli^ 
Goas; my diillke, I fuppofe, proceed; from 
the uonatarabefs of flupping, and the great 
ftiare which art ever claims in that praftice. 

I AM tbai^ul that my name is obnoodous to no 
pan. 

ra. 

May I always have an heart fuperitM*, vit^ 
ceconomy fuitable, to my fOTtunc, 

iV. 

Inanimates, toys, uteofik, feem to merit a 
]und of aiFe^lion from us, when they have beeq 
our companions through various viciihtudes. I 
have often viewed my waich, llandifh, fnufi*- 
box, with this kind' of tender regard ; allotting 
them a degree of friendfliip, which there arc 
fomc men, who do not deferve, 

"Midst 
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^ Midst many faithlefs only faithful found?* 

V. 

I LOVED Mr. Somerrile, becaufe he knew fo 
perfeftiy what belonged to the flocci-nauci-nihilir 
pili-fication of money. 

VL 

It is \ritfa me in regard to the earth itfelf, as 
it is in regard to thofe that walk upon it's fur- 
fajce. I love to pafs by crowds, and 10 catch 
distant views of the country as I walk along ; 
but I infenfibly chufe to fit where I cannot fee 
two yards before me. 

m 

I BEGIN, tpo foon in life, tp flight the world 
more than is confifl:ent with making a figure in it. 
The " non eft tanti" of Ovid grows upon me fo 
faft that in a few years I fliall have no pafljon. . 

vni. 

I A M obliged to thi: perfon that fpeaks rap 
fair to my face. I am only more obliged to the 
man who fpeaks well of me in my abfence alfo. 
Should I be afked whether I chofc to have a per- 
(pa fpeak well of me when abfent or prefent, I 
Ihould 
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fliould anfwer the latter ; for were all men to do 
to, the forma:, would be infignificant. 

IX. 

I FEEL an avarice of fecial pleafure, which 
produces only mortification. I never fee a towm 
or city in a map, but I figure to myfelf many 
agreeable pcrfons in it, with whom I could wifh 
to be acquainted. 

X. 

It is a miferable thing to be fenfible of the 
yalue of one's time, and yet reftrained by cir- . 
cumftanccs from making a proper ufe of it One 
feels one's felf fomewhat in the iituation of ad- 
miral Hofier. 

XI. 

It is a miferable thing to Iotc where one hates ; 
and yet it is not inconfiilent. 

XIL 

The modern world confiders it as a part of 
politenefs, lo drop the mention of kindred in all 
addreffes to relations. There is no doubt, that 
it puts opF approbation and efteem upon a lefs 
panial footing. I think, where I value a friend, 
I would not fuffer my relation to be obliterated 
even to the twentieth generation. It ferves to 
4 cocneft 
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conneft us clofer: wherever I difcfteemcd, I 
mmld abdicate itiy firll-cdufin. 

CiRCUMtocDTORY, philofoplucal obfccnitjf 
appears 10 me the moft naufeous of all fluff: 
Shall I fay it takes away the fpirit from it, aod 
leaves you nothing but a caput niortuam; oe 
fliall I fay rather it is a Sir — e in an envelope 
of fine gilt-papcr, which only raifes cxpeftation. 
Could any be allowed to talk obfcenely with a 
grace, it were downright country fellovre, who 
ufe an unaffefled language: But even among 
ihefe, as they grow old, it partakes again of af- 
feftatiwL 

It is fome lofs of liberty to refolvc on fchemes 
before-hand. 

There are a fort of people to whom oae 
Would allot good wilhes and perform good officesj 
but they are fometiines thofe, with whom one 
wjuld by no means fliare one's time. 

I WOULD have ^l men elevated to as great 
an height, as they can difcover a luftre to the 
naked eye. 

, I AM 



ib,Googlc 



1^8 ASSAYS Off M E N; 

I AM furely more inclined (of the two) nl 
pretend a falfe difdain, than an unreal efteem. 

YeI- *liy refine? I have feen manfions on 
Ibe verge of Waies that convert ray farra-houfe 
into an Hampton-eourt, and where they fpeak 
tS a glazed wiodow as a great piece of magnifr 
.^ce. All things figure by comparifon. 

I DO not 16 much want to avmd being cheatp- 
efi, as to afford the expence of being fo : Th« 
generality of mankind being feldom in good hu- 
mour but whilft they are impding upon you ia 
jbme Ihape or other. 

i CANNOT avoid comparing the eafc and free* 
dom I enjoy, to the eafe of an old Ihoe ; vrhere 
a certain degree of Ihabbinefs is joined with the 
convenience. 

Not Hebrew, Arabic,' Syriac, Giptic, nor 
even the Chinefe language, feems half fo difficult 
to me as the language of refiifal. 

I ACTUALLY dreamt that foraebody told me 

I muft not print my pieces feparate. That cer- 

uua ftars would, if fingle, be hardly confpicuoiis, 

which 
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■which united in a narrow compafs form a very 
fplendid conflellatioiL 

The ways of ballad-firigers, aHA. the cries of 
half-penny-pamphlets, appeared fo extremely h** 

morons, from my lodgings iq F ftreet, that 

it gave me p^n to obfervc them without a csra- 
panion to partake. 7ot alas, latighter' is by ni} 
means a folitary entertaimnent. 

Had I a fortune of 8 or 1 0,000 1. a year, I - 
■would metiiinks make triyfelf a neighbourhood!. 
i would firfl: build a village with a church, and 
people it with inhabitants of fome branch d 
trade that was Suitable to the country round, t 
Would then at proper diftances ercft a number rf 
genteel boxes of about a loodl. a pitce, and i- 
mnfe myfelf with giving them all the advantages 
they could receive from lafte. Theie would I 
people with a feleft number of well-cbofcn friend*, 
aifigning to each annually the fum of 300 1, fcfif 
life. The falary Ibould be irrevocable,, in order 
to give them independency. The houfe, of i, 
more precarious tenure, that, in cafes of ingrati- 
tude, I might introduce another inhabitants 

Bow 
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How plaufible foevcr this may appear in fpc* 
eolation, perhaps a very natural and lively noTe! 
might be founded upon the incooTenient confe- 
rences of i^ when put in execution. 

I THINK I have obferved uniyerfally that the 
quarrels of friends in the latter part of life, are 
never truly reconciled. " Mal^ farta gratia nec- 
« quicquam colt, '& refcinditur." A wound in 
the friendftiip of young perfons, as in the bark 
of young trees, may be fo grown over, as to 
leave no fear. The cafe is very different in re- 
gard to old perfons, and old timber. - The reafon 
of this may be accountable from the decline of 
the focial pafllons, and the prevalence of fpleen, 
fufpicion and rancour, towards the latter pare 
of life. 

There is nothing, to me, more irkfome than 
to hear weak and fervile people repeat with ad- 
miration every filly fpeech that falls from a 
mere perfon of rank and fortune. It is crambe 
bis co^ — ^The nonfenfe grows more naufeous 
through the medium of their admiration, and 
Ihews the venality of vulgar tempers, which can 
confider fortune as the goddefs of wit. 

What 
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What plcafure it. is to pay one's debts ! I 
remember to have heard Sir T. Lyitleton make 
the faMe tibferration. It fecms to flow from a 
combinatSdh of circumftahcis, each of which is 
pitJduftiVe of pleafurc. In ihe firft place it rc- 
itoves that iineafinefs, whith a true fpirit feck 
from dependence and obligation. It affords plea- 
fiire to the creditor, and therefore gratifies our 
fecial affeftion. It promotes that futufe confi- 
dencci which is io very interfifting to an honed 
mind : It opetis a profpeft of bfiirtg rdadily fop- 
pUed, with what we Want on future occaTions : 
It leaves a confcioufnefs of our own Virtue : and 
it is a meafure we know to be right, both in point 
of juftice aiid of found oeC(MitHny. Finally, it is 
a mwn fupport of fimple reputation. 

I T is a maxim with me (and I would recom- 
mend it to others alfo, upon the fcore of pru- 
dence) whenever I Jofe a pejfon's fricndlhip, 
who generally commences enemy, to .engage a 
frelh friend in his place. And this may be bell 
^ffefted by bringing over fome of one's entinies; 
by which means one is a gainer, having an ene- 
my the lefs, and the fame number of friends. 
Such a method of proceeding ihould I thivk be 

Vaj..II. M V 
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as regularly oblerved, as the diftribution of Ta- 
caiit ribbons, upon the death of Knights of the 
Garter. 

It has been a maxim with me to admit of an 
cafy recoaciliaton mth a perfon whofe offence 
proceeded from no depravity of heart: But 
where I was convinced it did fo, to forego, for 
my own fake, all opportunities of reveuge : to 
forget the perfons of my enemies as much as I 
was able, and to call to remembrance, in their 
place, the more pleating idea of my, friends. I 
am convinced that I have derived no fmall State 
of happisefs frwn this principle. 

I HAVE been formerly fo filly as to hope, that 
every fervant I had might be made a friend : I 
am now convinced that the nature of fervitude 
generally bears a contrary tendency. Peoples 
charafters are to be chiefly coUeflcd from their 
cducauon -and place in life : Birth itfelf does 
but hcde. Kings in general are born with 
the fame propenfities as other men, but yet 
it is probable from the licence and flattery 
■ that attends their education, that they will be 
more haughty, more liixurious, and morefubjefled 
to their paifions, than any men befide. I queftion 
not but there are many attorneys born with open 
and 
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and honeil hearts ; but I know not' one, that has 
had the leaft prance, who is not felfifb, trickilh, 
and diiiogenuous. So it is the nature of ferr!- 
tude to difcard all generous motives of obe- 
dience; and to point out no other than thofe 
fcoundrel ones of intereft and fear- There are 
however fome exceptions to this rule, which I 
know by my own experience. 
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I. 

DftfiSS, like writing, (hould liertr Jit>P^*- 
the effcft of ttjo much ftudy atid applica- 
tion. On this account I have fcen parts of 
drcfs in themfelyes extremely beautiful, which 
at the fame time fubjeft the wearer to the char 
rafter of foppidinefs and affeflauon. 

n. 

A MAN*s dreft in the former part of life 
fliould rather tend to fct off his Perfon, than to 
exprefs riches, rank or dignity : In the latter, 
the reverfc. 

Extreme elegance in liTcriea, I mean fuch aa 
is expreft by the more languid colors, is altoge- 
ther abfurd- They ought to be rather gawdy 
than genteel ; if for no other reafon, yet for this, 
that elegance may more ftrongly diftinguiih the 
appearance of the gentleman. 

IV. It 
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IV. 

It is a point out of doubt with me, that the 
ladies arc moft properly the judges of the men's 
drefs, a^d U^e men of that of the ladies - 

V. 
I THINK till ilurty, or with fome a little 
longer, people Ihould drefs in a way that is mofl 
likely to procure the lore of the oppofite fcx. 

VL 
Th e r e are many modes of drefs which th? 
World efteems handfome, which are by no means 
calculated to fhew the human figure to adraa* 
age, 

vn. 

Love can be founded upon nature only; <w 
the appearance of it — ^For this rcafon, however, 
a peruke may tend to foften the human features, 
it can very fcldom make amends for the mixture 
of artifice which it difcovers, 

vm. 

A KicH drefs adds but little to the beauty of 
a perfpn. It may poffibly create a deference^ 
but t^at is rather an enemy to Iotc 

Nor 
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NoQ ben£ conveniunt Dec in una fede morantu^ 
Majeftas & amor, Ovid. 

E. 

Simplicity can fcarce be carried too far:' 
provided it be not fo finguiar as to excite a de- 
gree of ridicule. The fame caution may be rc- 
quilite in regard to the value of your drefs; 
though fplendor be not neceffary, you muft rcn- 
move all appearance of poTcrty, the ladies be- 
ing rarely enough fagadous to acknowledge 
beauty through the difguife of poverty. In- 
deed I believe fomeumes they mistake grandeuc 
of 4rcfe» for beauty of pcrfon, 

X. 

A perfon*s manner is never eafy, while he 
feels a <:opf<;ioufnefs that he is fine. The coun- 
try-fellow fronlidered in fome lights appears gen- 
teel ; but it is not when he is dreft on Sundays 
with a large nofe-gay in his bofom. I: is when 
he is reaping, making hay, or when he is hedg- 
ing in his burden frock. It is then he afts with 
eafe, and thinks hiniielf equal to his apparel 

XL 

"When a man has run all lengths himfelf with 
^regard to drels* t;here is but one means re- 
maining 
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naiiliag, which can add to his appearance. And 
this conJJfts in having recourle to the utmofi: 
plainnefs in his own apparel, and ai the Tame 
time richly garniflung his foot-in^ or horfe. Let 
the fervant appear as fine as eyer you pleafc, the 
vorld mufl: alway confider the mafter as his fu- 
perior. And this is that peculiar excellence fo 
much admired in the heft painters as well as 
poets ; Raphaet as well as Virgil : Where fome- 
what is left to be fupplyed by the fpeftator's and 
reader's ima^nadoD. 

XIL 
Methinks apparel Ihould be rich in the fame 
proportion as it is gay : It otherwife carries the 
appearance of fomewhat unfubftantial ; in other 
words of a greater defire, than abihty to make a 
figure. 

xni. 

Persons are oftentimes milled in regard to 
their choice of drefe by attending to the beauty 
of colors, rather than felefting fuch colors as may 
encreafe their own beauty, 

I CANNOT fee why a perfon fhould be efteem- 

ed haughty, on a<;count of his taftc for fine 

cloath^ 
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deaths; any more than one who t^ftoTers a food- 
■ncfs for birds, flowers, moths or butterflies. Ima-? 
gination influences both to feek amufemeDt iB 
glowing colours, only the fcfrmer endeaTOurs to 
gi?e them a nearer relation to bimfelf. It zp^ 
pears to me, that a perfon may love fplendour 
without any degree of pride ; which is never 
connected with this tafte but when a perfon de* 
nands homage on account of the finery he exbi? 
bits. Then it ceaf^ to be tafte, and commences 
mere aipbitipn. Yet the world is not enough 
candid to makp this eHential diftin^oQ. 

:^a, 

The firft inftance an officer gives you of hi? 
courage, confifts in wearing cloaths infinitdy fu- 
perior to his rank. 

XIV. 

Men of quality never appear more amiable 
than when their drefe is plMo. Their birth, 
iank, title, and it's appendages are at beft invi- 
dious ; and as they do not need the aiEftance of 
drcf% fo, by their difclaiming the advantage of 
it, they make their fupefiprity fit more eafy. It 
ie otherwife with fuch as depend alone on perfo- 
nal merit; and it was from hence, I preftime, 
that 
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tliat Quia affenei^ 1^ could not afibrd to gc» 
plain. 

XVIL 
Theke are ceitua Qupes and pliyfiogoraolo 
of fo cBiirely Tulgar a caft, that they could fcarce 
win refpeA eren in the country, though ihtj 
were embellilhed with a drefs as tawdry' as 4 
pulpit-cloth. 

XVHL 
A lauge retinue upon a fmall income, like a 
large cafcade upon a tfSAll ftream, tends to dif-! 
<;oTer it^s tenuity. 

XIS. 
Wht are perfume^ fo much decryed ? when 
a perfoD, on his approach, difiufes them, does 
he not revive the idea which the antients eyer 
entcrtjuned cpncerning the defcent of fuperiof 
beings, " veiled in a cloud of fragrance ?" 

The loweft people are generally the firft to 
to find fault with fliewtor equipage ; cfpecially 
that of a pcribn lately emerged from his obfcu- 
rity. They never once confider that he is break- 
ing the' i);e for themfelves. 

ON 
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ON WRITING AND 
BOOKS. 



FINE writing is generally the cffcft of 
fpontaneoos thoughts, and a laboured 
ftUc. 

n. 

Long femences in a Ihort ccnnpoiliion, are 
Uke large rooms in a little houfe. 

in. 

The World may be divided into people that 
read, people that write, people that think, and 
fox-hunters. 

IV. 
Instead of whinine complaints concerning 
the imagined cruelty of^their miftreffes, if poets 
would addrefs the fame to their mufe, they would 
aA more agreeably to nature and to truth. 

4 V. Su- 
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V, 
SuPEKFiciAL writers, like tbe mole, often fan- 
cy themfehes deep, when they are exceediugf 
near the furface^ 

VI. 
SuMiTE materiam veflris, qui fcribim, xqom . 
Viribus 

Authors often iail by pnntiag theii: works 
on a demi-royal, that ihould have appeared on 
ballad-paper, to make their perfonnance appear 
laudable. 

■ VIL 

There is no word in the latin language, that 
fignifies a female friend. Arnica means a miftrefs : 
and perhaps there is no friendihip betwixt the 
the fexes wholly difunited from a degree of love. 

vm. 

The chief advantage that ancient writers can 
boalt over modem ones, feems owing to limpli- 
city. Every noble truth and fentiment was ex- 
preHed by the former in the natural manner ; m 
Word and phrafe, fimple perfpicuous and incapa- 
ble of improvement. What then remained for 
later writers but affection, witticism, and con- 
ceit? 

K. One 
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IX, 

One can, now and then, reach an anthoA 
bead when he ftoc^s, and, induced by this cir- 
cumAance, afpire to meafure height wth him. 

X, 

The national opimon of a book or treattfe h 
not always right — eft ubi peccat — ^Milton's pa- 
radife Idl is one inftaoce. I mean the cold re* 
ceptioQ it met with at 6t&. 

XL 

Perhaps an acquaintance with men of geni-> 
Bs is rather reputable, than fatisfa&iry. It is as 
apiiountablf, as it is eertain, that fancy heighi 
tens fcnilbility; feniibility ftrengtbens palEpnj 
and paJSon makes people humourifts, 

Yet a perfon of genius is often expeftcd to 
{hew mffl'e difcretion than another man ; ai)d this 
on account of that very vivacity, which is hi^ 
grcateft impediment. This happens for want of 
diftinguifliing betwixt the fanciful talents, and 
the dry mathematical operations of the judges 
ment, each of which indifcriminately give the 
denomination of a man of genius. 
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xn. 

As aaor neVer gaintd a rtputation by aS- 
hlg a bad play, nor a mufidan by playing <m i 
bad inflrameau 

xm. 

Poets fcera to hare fame, in lieii of^ mofttera- 
poral advantages. They are too little formed 
for bufinefs, to be rcfpcfted : too often feardl 
or enyied, to be beloTed. 

* XIV. 

TuLLY ever fcemed an inftancc to nie, how 
far a man devoid of courage, may be a fpirited 
writer, 

XV. 

Oke would rather be a ftump of laurel than 
the ftnmp of a churchyard yew-tree. 

XVI. 

Degere more terse. Virg. Vanbrugb feem» 
to have had this of Virgil in his eye when he 
introduces Mifs Hoyden envying .the liberty of a 
grey-hound bitch. 

xvn. 

There is a certain flimzincfs of poetry, which 
feems expedient in a fong. 

XVin. Dido, 
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XVEL 
DiDOf as well as DefiJemona *, fcems to hate 
been a mighty admirer of flrange atcbJcTementst 

Heu quibuE ille> 
Jaftatos Utis, qaas bella exhaufta conebat. 
Si mihi oon. &c. 

This may fhew that Virgil, Shakefpear, and 
Shaftsbury agreed in the fame opioioo. 

XIX. 
It is often obfervcd of wits, that they will 
lofe their belt friend for the fake of a joke. 
Candor 'may difcover, that it is their greater 
degree of the love of fame, not the lefs degree 
of ^heir bcncTolence which is the caufe. 

XX. 

People in high or in diHinguifhed life ought 
to have a greater circumfpeflion in regard to 
their moft trivial af^ons. For inftance, I faw 
M, Pope — and what was he doing when you faw 
him ? — why to the beft of my memory, he was 
picking bis nofe. 

* Lotd SSaftibtiiy. 

XXI. £v£H 
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XXL 
EvEH Joe Miller in his jells has an eye to 
poetical jufticc ; generally gives the viflory ot 
vaius the laugh on the JHe (tf merit. No fmall 
compliment to mankind. 

XSJL 

To fay a perfon writes a good ftyle, Is origi* 
Dally as pedantick an expreilion as to fay he 
plays a good fiddle# 

xxm. 

The firft tine of Virgil feems to patter like 

an hail-llfM-ra^Tityre tu patule, 8^ 

XXIV. 
The vanity and extreme felf-love of the 
French is no where more obfervable than io 
their authors ; and among thefe, in none more than 
Boileau ; who, belides his rhodomontades, pre- 
ferres erery the moll infipid reading in his notes, 
though he have removed it from the text for ih^ 
lake of one ever fo much better. . 

XXV. 
The writer who gives us the belt idea of 
what may be called the genteel in ftyle and man- 
ner of writing, is, in my opinion, my Lord Shafts- 
bury. Thea Mr. Addifon and Dr. Swift 
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A ? L A I H narrative of any remarkable (aSt* 
cn^haticallf related, has a more Itriking eScB 
without the author*s comment: 

XXVL 
LoNO periods and fliort feem analogous togo- 
thidE abd Indddrn ftair-cafes: The fermfir were 
of fiich a Gze as our heads and tegs could barely 
command ; the latter fuch, that they might com« 
maod half a dozen. 

t THiHK fiothihg truly poetic, at teift bo po- 
etry worth compc^g, that does not ftrongly af- 
fefl: one's paffious: and this is but flendcrly ef- 
fcAed by fables, allegories, and lies. 

Incredulus odt. Hor^ 

XXVIL 
A PEEFACE very frequently contains fach a 
piece of criti<^fm, as tends to countenance and 
eftabUlh the peculiarities of the piece. 

XXVHL 
Ihate allyle, as I do a garden, thatiswhol- 
''ly flat and regular; that Aides along like an eel, 
and never rlfes to what one can call an inequality. 

I XXIS. Ij 
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ZXIX. 

Tt is obTioQB todifcoTcr that iftiperfeffions of 
one kind have a vifibie tendency to produce per- 
feftiom of anothert Mr. Pope's bodily difad- 
Tailtagee muft mcline him to a more laborious 
cultivation of his talent, without vrhich he fore- 
iaw that he mult have languiflied in obfcurity. 
The advantages of pcrfbn are a good deal eflen- 
tial 10 popularity in the grave world as well as 
the gay. Mr. Pope, by ao Unwearied applica- ■ 
tioB to poetry* became bot only the £avourit« 
of the leariied, but alio of the ladies. 



Pope, 1 think, iwvef once fnentlons Prior; 
though Prior fpcaks fo handfomely of Pope in 
his Alma. One might imagine that the latter, 
indebted as he was to the former for fuch llum- 
berlefs beauties, fliould have readily repaid tWs 
poetical obligation. This can only be imputed 
to pride or party-cunning. In other words t* 
fome modification of felfifhnefs. 

SXXI. 
VmotL cevM mentions Horace, though in- 
_ debtcd to him for two very well-natured compli- 
ments. 

Vol.. n* N XUXL 
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ixxn. 

Pope fccms to die the liidft correft Writer fince 
Virgil ; the greateft genius, only fince Dryden. 

xxxm. 

No one was ever more fortunate than Mr* 
Pope in a judicious choice of his poetical fubjeOs. 

XXXIV. 

Pope's talem lay remarkably in what one 
may naturally enough tenn the eondenfatioD of 
thoughts. I think no other EnglUh poet ever 
brought fo much fenfe into the fame number 
of lines with equal fmoothnefs, eafe, and poeti- 
cal beauty. Let him who doubts of this perufe 
his Eflay on Man with attention. Perhaps this 
was a talent from which he could not eafily 
have fwerved : Perhaps he could not have fuffi- 
cienily rarefied his thoughts to produce that 
flimzinqfs which is required in a ballad or love- 
fong. His monfter of Ragufa and his tranllations 
from Chaucer have fomc little tendency to inra-' 
lidate this obfervatipn. 

- XXXV. 

I DURST not have cenfured Mr. Pope's writ- 
ing? in his lifetime, you fay. True. A writer 
furroundcd 
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farroanded inth all his fame, engstging y/ith 
another that is hardly known,, is a man in armour 
attacking anodier in his night-goWQ.and Qippers. 

XXXVt 
PoPE*s religion is often foirnd very advan- 
tageous to his defcriprive talents, as it is no doubt 
embellifhed with the mofi: pompous fcenes, and 
ollentatious imagery, vid. 

" When from the cenfer clouds of " &c. 

xxxvn. 

Pope has made the utmoft advantage of alli- 
teration, regulating it by the paufe with the ut- 
most fuccefs : 

" Die and endow a college or a cat," &c. &c. 

It is an eafy kind of beauty. Dryden feems to 
haye borrowed it from Spenfer. 

YYY vnr 

Pope has publiflied fewer foibles than any 
other poet that is equally voluminous. 

XXXIZ. 

It Is no doubt extremely poffibie to form an 

Englilh profody ; but to a good ear it were al- 

■loft fuperfluous, and to a bad one ufelefs : This 

N 2 laft 
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hfl beiag, t bdicTe, never jcnned vith a poetkiBt 
genius. It may be iaofd vriih vnt; it may be* 
connedcd vith faoM jtic^;ment: Bat is idrdy 
never united with tafle,. which is the life aed foi^ 
of poetry. 

XL. 
Hhtmes, in elegant poetry, fliouW confift of 
fyllables that are long ifn pronuntiation ; fudtas 
arc, ear, ire, ore, your ; in which a nice ear witt 
find more agreeablenefs than in thefe gnat, nei^ 
knir, knot, nut, 

XLL 
There is s vail beanty (to ffie) m afing x 
Word of a particular nature in the eighth and 
»inth fyllables of an Engliih verfe. I mean what 
is virtually a daflyl. For inilance 

" And pikes* the tyrants of th« watry plains'* 

Let any perfon of anear fiibftitute " liquid" raftcad 
of " watry," and he will find the difadvamagc. Mr, 
Pope (who has improved our verfification through. 
3 judicious difpdition of the paufe) feems not ■ 
cnoDgh aware of this beauty, 

XUL A» 
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XLIL 

As to the Sequent ufe of ^icersuon, it has 
probably hatj it's day. 

XLID, 
It has ever 4 good .effeft when the ftrefs of 
the thought is laid upon that word which ihe 
roice moft naturally pronpuivres with an em- 
phalis. 

* I nunc & verfus tecum meditare, &c hot. 

« Quam vellent Kthcre in alto 

** Nunc & panperiem, &c. Virg, 

f fortynatl (juorum jam mcenia, Soc. Virg. 

" At regina gr^vi jamdudum," &c. Virg. 

Virgil, whofe very metre appears ta aSiSt one's 
|)ai£oju was a ma^r of this fc^et. 

XUV, 
Xhpre are ntunbers in the world who do not 
want feqfe, to make a figure ; £0 much as, an opi- 
nion of their own abilities to put them upon re- 
cording their obferrations ; and allowiag them 
the fame importance which they lio to thofe 
which otheri print. 

N J XLV. A 
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XLY. . 
A GOOD writer cannot with the utmdl ftudy 
produce fome thoughts which will flow from a 
bad one with cafe and precipitation. The rCTcrfe 
is alio true. A bad' writer, Sec 

XLVL 

" Great trits have fliort memories" is a pro- 
verb ; and as fuch has undoubtedly fome founda- 
tion in nature. The cafe feems to be, that men 
of genius forget, things of common concern, un- 
important fa^ and circumllances, which make no 
flight impreffion in evcry-day oiinds. But fure it 
will be found that all wit depends on memory ; 
i. e. on the recollcftion of paiTages, either to il- 
luftrate, or contrafte with, any prefent occaiion. 
It is probably the fate of a common underAand- 
ing to forget the Tery things which the man of 
wit remembers. But an oblivion of thofe things 
which almoft every one remembers, renders his 
cafe the more remarkable, and thus explains the 
myftery. 

XLVn 

Prudes allow no quarter to fuch ladies as 

have fallen a facrifice to the gentle paflions, either 

bccaufe thcmfelves, being bom away by the ma- 

4 • lignant 
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lignant ones, perhaps never felt the other (o 
powerful as to occalion them any difficulty ; or 
becaufe no one has tempted them to tranfgrefs 
that way themfelves. It is the fame cafe with 
fome aiticksi with regard to the errors of inge- 
nious writers. 



\ T feems with wit and good-nature, " Utmm 
horum mavis accipe." Tafte and good-nature 
are umverfally conuefled. 

TT.TTf. 

Voiture's compliments to ladies are houeft 
OQ account of their e^efs. 

L. 

Poetry and confumptions are the moft flat* 
tmng of difeafes. 

LI. 

Evert pcrfon infenfibly fixes upon fome dc- 
gr9e of refinement in his difcourfe, fome meafure 
of thought which he thinks worth exhibicing. 
It is wife to && thb pretty high, althougli it oc- 
^OQS one to talk the lefs. 

N 4 LIL Some 
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SoM^ iQcn ufc no other meaos to acquire re* 
ipe&, than by iofiftiog on it ; 9nd it fometia|t( 
anlwers their purpofe, as it ^oes an highway* 
man's in regard to moQcy. 

LIU. 

- TuETRE is nothing ezera a genius lb mach 
as writing plays ; the reafon is, that, the wnteF 
puts lumlelf ii;i the place .of every peifoii thu 
fpeaks, 

LIV, 

Perfect charaAers in a po^m siak? bnt lit- 
tle better figure than regular hills, perpcndicn- 
lar trees, uniform rocks, and level fhcets of wa- 
ter, in the formatb^ of a landikip. The reafoa 
is, they ^e ijipt natural, an^ moreover ^ant iih. 
riety. 

LV. 

Triples difc9Ter a charaAer more than ac- 
tions of importance. In regard to the fonno'i 
a perfon is off his guard, and thinks it nor mate- 
rial to ufe difguUe. It is, to me, np iraperfcft 
biqt tpw^u^is th? 4ifcoverY o( a ma^'s ^hara^cii 
tQ 
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to fay he Ipoks as ihough you nughc l^c certan 
of finding i^ pin upoq his flcevc. 

LVI. 

A GRAMMARIAN fpeaks of firft and fecond 
perfon : A poet of Celia and Corydon. A ma-- 
thcmatician of A. and B. A lawyer of Nokes 
and Styles. The very quinteffenccofpcdantryJ 

Lvn. 

Sha|:espear makes his yery bombaft anfwer 
im purpofe, by the perfons he chufes to utter 
ii. 

Lvia 

A POET, till he arrives at thirty, can fee iw 
other good, than a poetical repiitation. About 
that £ra, be begins to difcorer fome other. 

The plan of Speofer's Fairy-queen, appean 
xo me very imperfcA. His imaginatioo, though 
very excenfire, yet fomewhat lefa fo, perhaps, 
than is generally allowed ; if one confiders the 
facility of realizing and equipping forth the Tir- 
tues atLd vices. His metre has fome advantages, 
though, in many refpefls exceptionable. His 
good-nature viiible, through every part of hi« 
poem. His conjun^tiou of the Pagan and Cbri- 
ftian ichen^ (as he introduces the deities of both 
afting 
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afUng firairitaneoufly) wholly inexcufable. Much 
an and judgment are difcovered in pans, and 
but little in the whole. One may entertain fomc 
doubt whether the perufal of his monftrous de- 
fcriptions be not as prejudicial to true tafte, as it 
is advantageous to the extent of imagination. 
Spenfer to be fure expands the laft, but then he 
expands it beyond it's due Umits. After all, there 
are many favorite paffiiges in his Fairy Queen, 
which will be inllances of a great and cultivated 
.gcRius mifapp^ied., 

LIS. 
A FoET, that fails in wriung, becomes often 
a morofe critick. The weak and infipid white- 
wine makes at lengtl^ a figure in vlnega^^ 

IX 

People of fOTtune, perhaps, aovet the ac- 
qaaintance of ellablilhed writers, not fo much 
upon account of the fodal pleafure, as the cre- 
dit of it: The former would induce them to 
chufe perfons of lels cap'acities, and tempers 
more conformable. 

LXL 

Language is to the underftanding what a 
genteel motion is to the body ; a very great ad- 
vantage 
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vantage. But a perlbn may be fuperior to ano- 
ther in underftanding, that has not an equal dig- 
jiity of exprelhon; and a man may boaA an 
banfomer figure, that is inferior to another in 
regard 10 motion. 

Lxn. 

The words "no more" have a fragular pa- 
thos j reminding us at once of pall pleafur^ an4 
the future exdufion of it. 

Every fingle obfervation that is publiflied by 
a man of genius, be it ever fo trivial, fhould be 
efteemed of importance ; becaufe he fpcaks from 
bis own imprelhons ; whereas common men pub- 
liih common things, which they have, perhaps, 
gleaned from frivolous writers, 

Lxrv, 

It is providential that our aficfUon diminifties 
in proportion as our friends power encreafcs. 
Affeftion is of lefs importance whenever a per-, 
fon can fupport hunfelf. It is on this account 
that younger brothers are often beloved more 
than their elders; and that Benjamin is the fa- 
vorite, We may trace the fame law throughout 
the animal creation. 

LXV. 
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txv. 

The ume of life when fancy predomioatCB it 
joDth ; the feafon when judgment decides befl, ' 
is age. Poets, therefore, »re always in refped 
of their difpofition, younger than other perfons i ~ 
A circumftance that giyes the latter pan of their 
fires fome inccoififtency. The cod ptlegmatick 
tribe difcorer it ip the former. 

LXVI. 

One fometimes meets with inltances of genteel 
fbmption in writers ; but I wonder it is not uie<f 
more frequeatly> as it h^ a prodigious, eficft 
H^pn the reader. For inflance (after Falftaff*^ 
diiappointment in fer?hig Shallow at court) 
* Mailer Shallow, I owe you a thouian^ 

pounds" 

Shakefpear. 

When Pandulph commanded Philip of Franc© 
to proceed no farther againfl England, ' but to, 
(heath the (word he had drawn at the Pppe'a 
own inftigation : 

" Now it had already coft Philip eighty thou- 
* fand pound in preparatipns .1' " 
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After, ttie det^l of king John's aiijeft fut^ 
Miffioa to tht Pope's legate. 

" Notf John was hated and defpifed before'' 

But, perhaps, the ftrongeft of all may be 
taken (aim the Scnpnire. (ConchifiDa (rf* a chap> 
ter in St. John) 

• How Barabbas was a tobb6r;-M^ 

LXVIL 
A POET hfim hirofelf by writing profe ; as a 
tace-horfe hurts his oxTtioQs by amdefcending to 
draw in a team. 

Livra. 

The fuperior politenefs of the trench is iti 
nothing more dHcemible that) in the phrafes ufeii 
by them and us to exprefa an aSair being in 
agitation. The fonncr fays, " fur la tapis ;** the 
latter " upon the anvil," Does it not flicw alfo 
the finceriiy and ferious face whh which fre enter 
opon buGnefs, and the negligent and jaunty air 
■ with which- tliey perform eien the moA im- 
ponaDt? 
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LXIX. 

There are two qualities adherent to the Hidft* 
ingenious authc«^. I do not mean without ex- 
ception. A decent pride that will admit o( no fer- 
tility, and a Iheepilh baflifulnefs that ke^s 
their worth concealed : The fuperbia quaefita 
merids, and the malus pudor, of Horace. The 
one will not fuffer them to make advances to 
the great; the other difguifes that merit for 
which the great would feek out them. Add 
to thcfe the frequent indolence of fpeculatiTc 
tempers. 

LXX. 

A POETICAL genius feems themoft elegant of 
youthful accompliihments J but it is entirely a 
youthful one. Flights of fancy, gayety of beha- 
' vior, fprightlinefs of drefs, and a blooming afpe^ 
confpire very amicably to their mutual embel- 
lilhment : but the poetick talent has no more to 
do with age, than it would avaU His Grace of 
Canterbury to have a knack at country dances, 
or a genius for a catch. 

txxi- 
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LXXI. 

The moft oblequious mufes, like the fondeft 
and raeft willing courtezans, feldom leave us any 
reafoQ to boaft much of their fayors. 

Lxxn. 

If you write an original piece, you wonder no 
one ever thought of the bed of fubjefts before 
you J if a tranflation, of the bell authors: 

LXXin. 
The anticnt poets feem. to value thcmfelvej 
greatly upon their power of perpetuating the 
fame of their cotenq)oraiies. Indeed the circuro- . 
ftance that has fixed their language, has been 
the only means of vcrffying fome of their vain- 
glorious prophecies. Otherwife the hiftorians 
appear more equal to the talk of conferring im- 
mortality. An hiilory will live, though written 
ever fo indifferently ; and is generally iefs fufpeft- 
ed, than the rhetorick of the mufes. 

LXXIV. 
I WONDER authors do not difcover how much 
more elegant it is to fix their name to the end of 
their preface, or any introduftory addrefs than 
to the title-page. It is, perhaps, for the fake 
of aa F. R. S. or an UL D. at ths end of it. 

J-XKV. 
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LXXVi 
It 0unild feem, the many ]iei, difcemible ill 
Wiks of travelS) may be owing to accotints coU 
Icftcd from improper people. Were one to glvd 
a charafter of the Englifh, from what the vulgai' 
afl and believe, it would convey * a ftrange idea 
of the Englilh uoderflandingi 

LXXVIi 

Might not the poem on the Seafons haT(i 
teen rendered more uni, by giving out the dc-* 
fign of nature in the beginning of winter, ^d 
kfierwards confidcring all the varieties of feafoa 
tt means aiming at one end i 

LIXVII. 

CitiricKS muft excufeme, if I ctmipare then 
to cerrain animals called Affes ; who, by jaw- 
ing vines originally taught the great advantage 
of pruning them. 

LXxvm. 

' EvfiRY good po<;t includes a crltick; the re- 
.Terfe will not hold. 

* Miflionanes clap a tail to cveiy ladun nation tibu dif- 
iikei them. 

■ t LXXIX. 
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T.YYTY , 

We want a word to cxpreis the Hofpes or 
Hofpita of the antients : Among them, perhaptr, 
the mofl refpeflable of all characters, yet iirith 
us tranflated Hoft, which we apply alfo to aa 
Inn-kceper. Neither have we any word to <x- 
prefs Arnica, as if ve thought a woman at'- 
vays was fomewhat more or lefs thaa a friend. 

LXXX. 

i KNOW idt where any Latlfa Jrathor nfea 
Ignotos otherwife thail as dbfcure : " Perfons,** 
&s th^ moderh phrafe implies, " whom nobody 
* knows." Yet it is ufcd diflFerently on Mrg, 
L ■ * s monnment. 

The philofopher who conHdered the World as 
&ae Taft aiumali could eftecm himfelf no" other 
ahati a loufe upon the back of ib 

ucxsn, 

. Orators and llage-coachmen, when the one 
wants arguments, and the other a coat of arms ; 
adorn their caufe and their coaches with thctorick 
and flower-pots. 

Vol. n. o txxxni. 
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LXXXHL 

It is idle to be much afllduous in the peni- 
(a\ of inferior poetry. Homer, Virgil, and Ho- 
race,, give the true tafte in compofition; and a 
perfon's own imagination ihould be able to fup- 
ply the reft. . 

In the fame manner it isfuperfluous to pnrfue 
iuferior degrees of fame. One truly fplendid 
aAion, or one well-finifhed compofition includes 
more than all the refults fnnn more trivial per- 
formances. I mean this for perftms who make 
fame their only motive. 

Veky few fentimenta are proper to be put in a 
perfon's mouth, during the firil attack of grief. 

EvEKT thing difgnfts, but mere Iknpliciiy; 
the fcriptural writers defcribe thdr heroes oliqg 
only fome fuch phrafe as this : ** Alas my brothel, 
" O Abfaldn my -fon ! my fon ! &c" The la- 
mentation of Saul over Jonathan is more diffufc, 
but at the fame time entirely fimple. 

Angling is literally defcribetl by Martial : 

" — trcmula pifcem deduccre feti" 

FnoM 
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Fkom Wxua foedus feems to come the 
phrafe and cullom of Stiikiog a bargain. 



I LIKE Ovid's Amours better than his Epif- 
tles. There fecms a greater variety of natural 
thoughts: Whcrcaswhcnonehasreadthefubjeft 
of one of his epiilles one forcfees what it will 
produce in a vrriter of his imagination. 

The plan of his Elegies for the moft part well 
dcfigned — The anfwers of Sabinus, nothing. 

Necessity may be the' mother of lucrative 
invention ; bat is the death of poeucal. 

If a perfon fufpefts his phrafe to be fomewhat 
too familiar and abjeft, it were proper he fhould 
accuftom himfelf to compofc in blank verfe : But 
let him be much upon his gaard againft aniient 
Piftol's phrafeology. 

Providence feems altogether impanial in the 
difpenfation which bellows riches upon one, and 
a ccaitempt of riches upon another. 

Respect is the general end for which riches, 

power, place, title, and fame, are implicitly de- 

O 2 fired 
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fired. When one is poffeflcd of the end throug& 
any one of thefe means, is it not whtriiy unphilo- 
fophical to covet the rentainder i 

Lord Shafisbiiry jn the genteel managment 
of ibme famiUar ideas, feems to have no equaL 
He dlfcorers an eloignment from vulgar phra^ 
much beconling a perfoo of quality. His ika:ches 
fliould be iludied lik« tbefe of Raphael. His . 
Enquiry is one of the fhortefl and clearcft: fyftems 
.of morality-. 

The queftion is, ■whether you difUnguifii me, 
' becaufe you have better fenfe than other people ; 
or whether you feem^ to have better fcafe than 
other people, becaufe you diflinguilli me. 

One feels the fame kind of difguft in reading 
Roman hiftory, which one does' ia novels,, or 
even, epic poetrj- Wc too cafily forefce to 
whom the viflory will falL The heroc^ the 
knight-errant, and the Komad are too feldom 
overcome. 

The elegance and dignity of the Romans it in 
nothing more confpicuoua than in their anfwers 
ta ambaiTadors. 

Therc 
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There is an importaDt omiilion in moft of our 
jgnunmar-fctobis, through which what we rea4 
either of fabulous or real hiftory leaves either 
faint or confufed impreiEons. I mean the ne- 
jgleft of old geographic maps. Were maps of 
patient Greece, Sicily, Italy, ,S:c. in ufe there, 
the knowledge we tliere acquire would not want 
to be renewed afterwards, as is now generally' 
the cafe. 

A PERSON of a pedantick i,urn will fpend five 
years in tran0ating, an^ contending for the beau- 
ties of a worfe poem than he might write in five 
weeks iuraTelf. There fcem to be authors who 
wTih to faci^fice their whol^ chanter of genius 
to that of learning. 

BoiLEAu has cndeaToured to prove in one of 
liis admirable fatyrs, that man has no manner of 
pretepce to prefer hb faculties before thofe of 
t'^e brute creation. Odlham has tranilatcd him; 
My Lord RocheAer has imitated him : And even 
^r. Pope declares, 

* That reafon raife o'er inftinft how you can^ 
if Id this 'tis God direfts j .in that 'tis man.** 

O 3 InlSed 
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Ikdeed theEffay on Man abounds with illuf- 
trations of this maxim ; and 'tis amazing to find 
how many pkufible reafons may be urg^ to 
fupport it. It feems evident that our itch of 
reafoning, and fpirit of curioilty precludes more 
happinefs than it can poiEbly advance. What 
numbers of difeafes are entirely anificial things? 
Far from the ability of a brute to contrive. We 
difreltlh and deny ourfelves cheap and naturai 
gratifications, through fpeculative prefciences and. 
doubts about the future. We cannot difcover 
the defigns of our Creator. We fliould ieam 
then of brutes to be eafy under our ignorance; 
and happy in thofe obje£ls that feem intended, 
obvioufly, for our happinefs : Not overlook the 
flowers of the garden, and foolifbly perplex our- 
felves with the intricacies of the labyrinth. 

I WISH but two editions of all books whatfo- 
ever. One of the fimple text, publilhcd by 
a fociety of able hands : Another with the 
variouii readings and remarks of the ableil com- 
meatators. 

To endeavour, all one's days, to fortify our 
nunds with leariiing and philofophy, is to fpeod 

fQ 
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fo much ia armour that one hag nothing left to . 
defend. 

I F one would think vith' philofbphers, one 
muft conTcrfe but liule with the vulgar. Thefe 
by their very utunber will force a perfon into a-, 
fondnels for appearance, a 1ot« of money, a de- 
fire of power ; and other plebeian paffions : Ob- 
jefts which they admire, becaufe they have no 
fhare in ; and have not learning to Aipply the 
place of experience. 

LivT, the moft elegant and principal of the 
Roman hiAorians, was, perhaps, as fuperftttious 
as the moft unleajned Plebeian. We fee he 
never is deftirate of appearances, accurately de- 
fcribed, and foiemniy afferied, to fupport parti-, 
cular events by the interpofition of exploded 
deities. The puerile attention to chickens feed- 
ing in a morning— And then a piece of gravity:. 
" Parva funt ha!c, fed parva ifta non contem- 
" nenda, majqres noilri maximam hanc rem fece- 
• runt." 

It appears from the Roman hiftorians, that 

the Romans had a particular veneration for the- 

fortunate. Their epithet Felix feemff ever ■ to 

to imply a favorite of the gods. ■ I am miftaken, ' 

O 4 or 
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or modem Rome has generally aded in an oppo^ 
fite manner. Numbers amongft them have been 
canonized upon the iingle merit of misfortunes* 

Hew different appears antient and modem 

dialogue, on account of the fuperfidal fubjefls 

upon which we now generally converfe ! Add to 

'le ceremonial of modern times, and the 

r of tides with which feme kings dog and. 

bcr converfation. 

: celebrated boldnefs of an eaftem meta- 
s, I believe, fometimes allowed jt, for th^ 
deral^e flmilitud^ it bears to it'; fubjeft 

E ftyle erf" letter^ perhaps, fi^ould not rife 
', than the ftyle of refined converfation. 

'E-VE&SES, written, Trithout real paJfion, 
ten the moft nanfeous of all conceits. Thofe 
a from the heart will ever bring to min^ 
clightful feafon of youth, and poetry, and 



LGiL gives one fuch exceflive pleafure in 
itings, beyond any other writer, by uniting 
loll perfeft harmony of metre, with the 
)leaiiog ideas, or images. 

« C^alem 
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^ QualeiB virgineo demeffum pollira florem," 
And 

f Argentum Paiiufve lapis — : -• 

"With a thouiand better inflances. 

Nothing tends fo much to produce dniokenr 
nefs^ or even madnefs, as the frequent ufe of pa-' 
renthefes in conyerfation. 

Few greater images of impatience, than a 
general feeing his brave army over-matched and 
cut to pieces, and looking out continually to fee 
ifk ally approach ivith forces to lus affiftaoce. 
See Shakefpeai; 

" When my dear Percy, when my heart's dear 

" Harry 
" Call many a northward look to fee his fadier 
f Bring up his powers— but he did lodt in Taliu^ 
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BOOKS, &c. 

SIMILES drawn from odd circumftances 
and effefls ftrangely accidental, bear a near 
relation to falfe wit. The beft inftance of the 
kind is that celebrated line of Waller : 

* He grasped at love, and filPd tus hand \nth 

• bays.** 

ViKciL difcoTcrs lefs wit, and more talte than 
any writer in the world— Some inflasces. 

* —— longufflque bibebat antorcm.** 

What Lucretius fays of the " edita do£fa:io£ 

* fapientum templa" — " the temples of philofo- 

* phers**— appean in no fenfe more applicable , 
than to a fnug and eafy chariot: 

" Difpicerc und5 queas alios, paifimque viderc 

* Errare, atque viam palantes quferere vitse." 

L c. Frcm whence you may look down upon 
foot-pa^ngers, fee them wandring on each fide 
yoD, and pick their way through the dirt. 
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« From learning's tow'ring height to gaze aroua^ 
"And fee plebeian fpirits range below." 

Theie is a fort of mafonry in poetry, where- 
' in the paufe reprefents the joints of ^uildiog; 
which ought in every line and courfe to have 
iheir difpofition Taricd. 

The difference betwixt a witty writer and a 
writer of tafte is chiefly this. The former is 
negligent what ideas he introduces, fo he joins 
them furprizingly — The latter is principally 
careful what images he introduces, and ftudics 
fimplicity rather than furprize in his manner of , 
of.introduftion. 

It may in fome meafure account for the dif- 
ference of tafte in the reading of books, to con- 
fider the difference of our ears for mufick. One 
is not pleafed without a perfeft melody of ftilc, 
be the fenfe what it will ; Another, of no ear 
for muCck, gives to fenfe it's fall weight without 
any deduftioQ on account of harfhnefs, 

HARMONr 
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Harmony of period, and melody of ftilc have 
^eater 'weight than is generally imagined iq the 
judgment we pafs upon writing aiid writers. As 
a proof of this, let us reflect what texts of fcrip- 
ture^ what lines in poetry ; or what perio(^ we 
moft remember and quote, either in vcrfe or 
pFof«, aii4 we fliall find them to be only mufical 



I WONDER the antlent mythology nerer {hew* 
Apolio. enamoured of Venus; confidering the 
lemarkabie deference that wit has paid to beauty 
in all ages. The Orientals aft more confonantly, 
when they.iuppofe the nightingale enamoured 
■of the rofe ; the moft harmonious bird of the 
faircft and moft delightful flower. 

Hope is a flatterer; but the moft upright 
of al! paraiitcs, for flie frequents the poor maa's 
hutf as well as the palace of his fuperior. 

"What is termed humour in profe, I cottr 
ceive, would be confidercd as burlcfque in poetry : 
Of which ioftanccs may be given. 

PxRHAPS, burlcfque may be divided into fuch 

u turns chiefly upon the thought, and fuch as 

I depencfi 
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<kpcnds more upon the expreifion: Or we may 
add a third kind, confifting in thoughts ridicu- 
loufly dreffed in language much above, or below 
their ^gnity. 

The Splendid fliillii^, of Mr. FUlIips, and 
tfie Hudibras of Butler are the moft obviKHB in- 
ftances. Butler, howerer, depended much upon 
the ludicrous eSed of his double rhimes. In 
other refpefts, to declare my own fentiments, ho 
h rather a witty writer than an humorous one^ 

ScEitES below verfe,' merely TCrfified, bty elainJ 
(o a degree of humour.' 

Swift in poeny deferyes a place ftwnewheitf 
betwixt Butler and Horace. He has the wit of 
(he former, and the graceful negligence which 
Ipe find m the lattcr*s epiftles and fetyrs. I be-' 
iieve few people difcover lefe haraour in Don 
Quixote than myfelf. For befide the general 
fimenefa of adventure, -ffhereby it is cafy to fore- 
fee what he will do on molt occafions, it is not 
ie eafy to raife a laugh frwn the wild atchiev- 
ments of a madman^ The natural paiGon in that 
Cafe is pity, with fome finall portion of mirth at 
noft. Sancho's chara^r is indeed comic, and, 
vcre it removed from the iwuncfl^ would dif* 
cover 
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cover how little there Tas of humour in the cha- 
a&er of Dcm (Quixote. 

It is a fine ftroke of Cerraotes, when Sancho^ 
fide of his goTcmment, makes no anfwer to his 
comforter^ bat aims dire^y at lus Ihoes and 
fiockiogs. 



OF 
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OFMENAND MANNERS. 



THE arguments againf): pride drawn fo 
frequendy by our clergy from the ge- 
neral infirmity, circumftances, and catafbophK 
of our nature, are extremely trifling and infigni- 
cant. Man is not proud as a fpecies, but as an 
individnal; not, ai comparing himfelf with other 
beings, but with his fellow-creatures. 

n. 

I HAVE often thought that people draw many 
of their ideas of agreeablenefs in regard to pro- 
portion, color, &C. from their own perfons. 

in. 

It is happy enough that the lame vices which 
impair one's fortune, frequently ruin oar con- 
ftitution. that the one may not furrive the 
other. 

IV. 

' Deference often Shrinks and withers as 

- nach upon the approach of mtimacy, as the 

4 fenfitifc 
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fetdiQTe plant does upon the touch of one*s 
ftiger. 

V. 
The word Folly is, perhaps, the prettieft word 
in the language. Amufement, and Diverfion are 
good ■vpell-meaning words : But Paftime is what 
iiever fftould be nfed but in a bad fenfe : It is 
tile to fay fuCh a thing i^ agreeable, becaufe it 
helps to pafs the time away. 

VL 
Dancing in the rough is one (rf the moft oa- 
hiral expreffiona of joy, and coinddes with jamp- 
ing. When it is reguhted, it is merely " cum 
* ratione infanire." 

vn. 

A PLAiM down-right, bpen-hearted fenow*s 
•onverfation is as iniipid, fays Sir Flume, as a 
play without a plot ; it does not afford one the 
amufement of thinking. 

vnt 

The fortunate have many parafites : Hope is 
the only one that vouchfafes attendance upon 
the wretched and the beggar. 
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But more trf" trap and bait. Sir, 
Why iiiou'd I fihg, or either ? 

Since the rat, who knew the fleight. 

Came in the dead of night. 
And dragg'd 'em away together : 

Both trap and bait were Vanifli'd, 
Thro' a frafture in the flooring; 

Which, tho* fo trim, 

It now may feem. 
Had then^^^ dozen or more in. 

Then anfwer this, ye iages ! 

Nor deem 1 medn to wrong ye. 
Had the rat which thus did feize on 
The trap, lefs claim to reafon. 

Than many a fcuU among ye ? 

Dah Prior's mice, I own it. 

Were vermin of condition ; 
But thb rat who merely leam*d 
What rats alone concem'd. 

Was the greater politician. 

That England's topfy-turvy. 

Is clear from thefe mifbaps, Sirj 
Since traps, we may determine. 
Will no longer take our vermin. 
But vermin* take our traps. Sir. 
Vol. I. P 

" Written at die time of the Spanifli depredations. 
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Let fophs, by rats mfeftcd. 

Then truft in cats to catch 'em ; 
Left they grow as leam'd as we, 
hr our ftudics ; where, d'ye fecy 
No mortal fits to watch 'em. 

Good luck betide our captains ; 

Good luck betide our cats, Sir ; 
And grant that the one 
May quell the Spanifh-Don, 

And the t'other dcftroy our rats, Sin- 



On certain PASTORALS, 



SO rude and tunelefe are thy lays. 
The weary audience vow, 
*Tis not th' Arcadian fwMH that fings^ 
But 'tis his herds that kw. 



On Mr. C of Kidderminster's Poetry, 

Why 'faith, dear friend, 'tis Kidderminster* fluffy 
And I do thbk you've tneafur'd out enough. 

T» 

* KiBDERMiNSTER, famous fof a coarfe wooUen manufadluic. 



To the VIRTUOSOS. 

HAIL curious wighB \ to whom fo fair 
The form erf mortal flies is ! 
Who deem thofe grubs beyond compare. 
Which common fenfe dcfpifes. 

Whether o'er hil^ morafs or mound. 

You make your fportCnan faliies j 
Or that your prey in gardens found 

Is urg'd thro* walks and allies. 

Yet, in the fury of the chace, 

No flope cou'd e'er retard youj 
Bleft if one fly repay the race. 

Or painted wing rewatd you. 

Fierce as Camilla * o'er the plain 

Purfu'd the glitt'ring ftranger ; 
Still ey'd the purple's pleafing ftain, 

And knew not fear nof danger. 

*Tis you difpenfe the fav'rite meat 

To nature's filmy people ; 
Know what cortferves they chufe to eatj 

And what liqueurs, to tipple. 

P 2 And, 
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And, if her brood of infers dies. 

You fage afliftance lend her ; 
Can ftoop to pimp for am'rous flics. 

And help 'em to engender. 

'Tis you protect their pregnant hour j 

And when the birth's at hand. 
Exerting your obftetric pow'r 

Prevent a mothlcfs land. 

Yet oh ! howt'er your tow'ring view 

Above grofs objects rifes, 
Whate'er refinements you purfue. 

Hear, what a friend advifes: 

A friend, 'who, weigh'd with yours, muft prize 

Domitian's idlfc paflion j 
That wrought the death of teazing flies, 

But ne'er their propagation. 

Let Flavia's eyes more deeply warm. 

Nor thus your hearts determine. 
To flight dame nature's^ireft form 

And figh for nature's vermin. 

And fpeak with fomc refpe<fl of beaipt. 

Nor more as triflers treat 'cm : 
'Tis better learn to faye one's cloaths. 

Than cherifh moths, that eat 'em. 



The 
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The Extent of COOKERY. 
jlliufque et idem. 

WHen Tom to Cambridge firft was fenr» 
A plain brown bob he wore j 
Read much, and look'd as tho' he meant 
To be a fop no more. 

See him to Lincoln*s-Inn repair. 

His refolution flag i , 
He cherilhes a length of hair^ 

And tucks it in a hz^^ 

Nor Coke norSALKELo he regards", * 

But gets into the houfe,- 
And foon a judge's rank rewards 

His pliant votes and bows. 

Adieu ye bobs ! ye bags give place t 

FuU-botComs come inltead ! 
Good L — d ! to fee the various ways 

Of dreffing — a calve's-hcad ! 
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The Progress of AD VICE. 

A Common Case. 

SuaJet nam certtm tfi, 

SAys Richard to Thomas (and feem'd half afraid) 
'* I am thinking to marry thy miftre&'s maid : 
Now, becaufc Mrs. Lucy to thee is well known* 
I will do't if thou bid'ft mc, or let it alone. 

Nay don't make a jeft on't ; 'tis no jeft to mc j, 
For 'faith I'm in esmeft, fo prithee be free. 
I have no fault to find with the girl fince I knew hep,' 
But rd have thy advice, e'er I tye myfelf to her." 

Said Thomas to Richard, " To fpcak my opinion. 
There is notfuchabitch in KingGEORCE's dominion. 
And I firmly believe, if thou knew'ft her as I do, 
Thouwou'dllchufeQutawhippingpoftjBrAtobety'dto., 

She's peevifli, flic's thievilh, flie's ugly, (he's old. 
And a lyar, and a fool, and a flut, and a fcold." 
Next day Richard haften'd to church and was wed, 
And,erenight,hadinform*dherwhatTHOMAShadiaId. 

ABAL- 

C,.;,l,z.d*,G00J^IC 



[ ^'5 3 
A BALLAD. 

Trahit fua quemque volaptas, 

U Rom Lincoln to London rode forth our young fquire. 
To bringdownawife, whom the iwains might admire: 
But in fpite of whatever the mortal cou'd fay. 
The goddefs objeded the length of ihs way ! 

To give up the'op'ra, the park, and the ball, 
For to view the flag's horns in an old country-hall; 
To have neither China nor India to (ee !' 
Not a lace-man to plague in a mOTning — not flie ! 

To forfake the dear play-houfe,Quin,Garrick, & Clive, 
Who by dint of mere humour had kept her alive ; 
To forego the fiill box for his lonefome abode, 
O heav'ns! fhe Ihou'd faint, (he fliou'd dye on the road? 

To forget the gay fafluons and gcflures of France, 
And to leave dear Augufte in the midft of the dance. 
And Harlequin too ! — 'twas in vain to require it; 
And fhe wonder'd how folks had the face to defire it. 

She might yield to refign thefweet-fingers of Ruckholt, 
Where the citizen-matron feduces her cuckold ; 
But Ranelagh foon wou'd her footfteps recall. 
And the mufic, the lamps, and the glare of Vaux-hall. 
P 4 1> 
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To be fure fhe cou'd breathe no where elfe than in tovfn. 
Thus fhe talk'd like a wit, and he lookM like n clown j 
But the while honeft Harry defpalr'd to fucceed, 
A coach with a coronet trul'd her to Tw^> 



Slender's Ghoft. wV. Shakespear, 



BEneath a church-yard yew, 
Decay'd and worn with age. 
At dufk of eve methought I fpy'd 
Poor Slender's ghoft, that,whimp'ring cryM, 
O fwcet O fweet Annb Pag^ ! 

Ye gentle bards ! give ear ! 

Who talk of amorous r^;e, 
Who fpoU the lilly, rob the rofe. 
Come learn of me to weep your woes ; 

P fweet fwcct Anne Page 1 

Why Ihou'd fuch labour'd ftrains 

Your formal mufe engage ? 
I never dreamt of flame or dart. 
That fir*d my breaft, or pierc'd my heart, . 

gut figh'd, O f\?eet A«ne Pace! 



i:,C00gIC 



[ 217 ] 

And you ! whofe love-fick minds ' 

No mcd'cine can afluage ! 
Accufe the leech*s art no more. 
But learn of Slekder to deplore; 

O fweet O fweet Anne Page ! 

And ye \ whofe fouls are held. 

Like linnets in a cage i 
Who talk of fetters, links, and chains. 
Attend, and imitate my ftratns ! 

Q fweet O fweet Anne Page 1 

And you who boaft or grieve. 

What horrid wars ye wage ! 
•Of wounds receiv'd from many an eye ; 
Y^t mean as I do, when J figh 

O fweet O fweet Anne Pag? ! 

Hence ev'ry fond conceit 

Of fhepherd or of fage ! 
'Tis Slender's voice, 'tis Slendeh's way 
Exprelfes all you have to fay. 

O fweet O fweijt Anne Pagi;! 



The 
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The INVIDIOUS. Mart. 



OFprtunc ! if my pra/r of old 
Was ne'er foUicitous for gold. 
With better grace thou may'ft allow 
My fuppliant wilh, that afks it now. 
Yet think not ! goddefs ! I require it 
For the fame end your clowns defire it. 

In a well-made cffe&Qol ftring. 

Fain wou*d I fee Lividio fwing! 

Hear him, from Tyburn's height haranguing. 

But fuch a cur's not worth one's hanging. 

Give me, O goddeis ! ftore of pelf. 

And he wll tye the knot, liimfeif. 

The Price of an E Q^U I P A G E. 

Servum Ji poles, OU, non habere 

Et regem potes, Ole, non habere. Mar. 

1A(k*d a friend, amidft the throng, 
Whofc coach it was that trail'd along : 
*' The gilded coach there — don't ye mind ? 
That, with the footmen ftuck bchihd." 

O Sirl 
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O Sir! fays he, what ! han't ye feen it ? 
*Tis Damon's coach, and Damon in it. 
'Tis odd methinks you have forgot 
Your friend, your neighbour and — what not ! 
Your old acquaintance Damon ! — ** True j 
But faith his equipage is new." 

*' Blefs me, faid I, where can it end? 
What madnefs has poflefs'd my friend ? 
Four powder*d flaves, and thofe the tallefl^ 
Their ftomachs doubtlefs not the fmalleft ! 
Can Damon's revenue maintain 
In lace aiA food, k> large a tram ? 
I know his land — each inch o' ground— 
*Tis not a mile to walk it round— " 
If Damon's whole eftate can bear 
To keep his lad, and one-horfe chair, 
I own 'tis paft my comprehenfion." 
Yes, Sir, but Damon has a penfion— • 

Thus does a falfe ambition rule us. 
Thus pomp delude, and folly fool u; j 
To keep a race of flick'ring knaves. 
He grows himfclf the worft of flaves. ' 



Hint 
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Hint from VOITURE. 

LET Sol his annual journeys run. 
And when the radiant taik is done, 
Confeis, thro' all the globe, 'twou'd pde him. 
To match the charms that Celia fliews hini. . 

And Ihou'd he boafl he once had feen 
As jull a form, as bright a mien, 
Yet muft it ftill for ever pok him. 
To match-~whac Celia never £hcws him. 



INSCRIPTION. 

To the memory 

Of A. L. Efquire, 

Juftice of the peace for this county : 

Who, in the whole courfe of his pilgrimage 

Thro' a trifling ridiculous world, 

Maint^ning his proper dignity, 

Notwithftanding the (coSs of ill-difpos'd perfons. 

And wits of the age. 

That ridicul'd his behaviour. 

Or cenfur*d his breeding j 

FoUomng the dictates of nature, 

Defiring to cafe the affljfted, 

Eager to fet the prifoncrs at liberty. 

Without 
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Without having for his end 

The noife, or report fuch things generally caufc 

In the world, 

(As he was feen to perform them of none) 

But the fole relief and happincls. 

Of the party in diftrefi j 

Himfelf rcfting eafy. 

When he cou'd render that fo ; 

Not griping, or pinching himfelf. 

To hoard up fuperfluides j 

Not coveting to keep in his pofiefljon 

What gives more difquietude, than pleafurej 

But charitably difiufing it 

To all round about him : 

Making the moft forrowful countenance 

To fmilc. 

In his preTence } 

Always beftowing more than he was alk'd. 

Always imparting before he was defir'd ; 

Not proceeding in this manner. 

Upon every trivial fu^eftion. 

But the molt: mature, and folemn deliberation -, 

With an incredible prefence, and undauntedncfs 

Of mind; 

With an inimitable gravity and economy 

Of face i 

Bidding loud defiance 

To politenefs and the fafhion, 

Dar'd let a f—t. 

To 
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To A FRIEND. 



HAVE you ne'et feen, my gentle fquir^ 
The humours of your kitchert fire ? 

Says Ned to Sal, " I lead a (pade. 
Why don't ye pby ?— the girl's afraid- 
Play foftiething-T-aiiy ching*-«but play — ■ 
*Tis but to pais the time away-^ 
Phoo— how flie ftands— ^biting her nails — * 
As tho' ftie play'd for half her vafls — 
Sorting her cards, hagKng and picking— 
■We play for nothing, do us, chicken ?-" 
That card will dc^'blobd never doubt it» 
It's not worth while to think about it.** 

Sal thought, aAd thought, and mifs'd her aim. 
And Ned, ne'er fludying, won the game. 

Methinks, old friend, 'tis wond*rous true. 
That verfe is but a game at loo. 
While many a bardj that ihews fo cleai'ly 
. He writes for his amufement merely. 
Is known to ftudy, fret, and toil ; 
And play for nothing, all the while : 
Or pr^fe at moftj for wreaths of yore 
. Ne*er fignifyd a farthing more : 
*Till having vdnly toil'd to gmn it, 
He fees your flying pen obtain it. 

Thro' 
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Thro' fragrant fcenes the trifler roves. 
And Iiallow'd haunts that Phoebus loves j 
Where with ftrange heats his bofom glows, 
And myftic flames the God beftows. 
You now none other flame require,' 
Than a good blazing parlour fire ; 
Write verfes— to defy the fcomcrs, 
In fliit-houfes and chimney-comers. 

Sal found her deep-laid fchemcs were vain. 
The cards are cut — come deal ag^n— 
No good comes on it when one lingers— 
I'll play the cards come next my fingers- 
Fortune cou'd never let Ned loo her. 
When Ihc had left it wholly to her. 

Well, now who wins ?— why, ftill the fame— 
For Sal has loft another game. 

*' IVe done ; (Ihe mutter'd) I was faying. 
It did not argufy my playing. 
Some folks will win, they cannot chufe. 
But think or not think — fome muft lofe> 
I may have won a game or fo— 
But then it was an age ago — 
It ne'er will be my lot again— 
I won it of a baby then- 
Give me an ace of trumps and fee. 
Our Ned will beat me with a three. 
*Tis all by luck that things are carry'd— 
He'll fuffer for it when he's marr/d. 

Thys 
3 
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Thus Sal, with tears in either eye ', 
While vidor Ned (ate titt'ring by. 

Thus I, long envyittg your fuccefe, 
And bent to write, and ftudy lefij 
Sate down, and fcribblcd in a. trice, 
Juft what you fec-^^nd you defpife. 

You, who can frame a tuneful fongi 
And hum it as you ride along i , 
And, trotting on the king's high-Wdy, 
Snatch from the hedge a fprig of bay } 
Accept this verfe, howe'er it flows* 
From one th^t is your friend in pfofe. 

What is this wreath, fo green ! fo fair ! 
Which many wilh, and few muft wear ? 
Which fome men's indolence can gain. 
And fome mens vigils ne'er obtain ? 
For what muft Sal or poet fue. 
Ere they engage with Ned or you ? 
For liick in verfe, for luck at loo ? 

Ah no ! 'tis genius gives you fame. 
And Ned, thro' flcill, fecufes the game. 



A So- 
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A SoiEMtj MEDITATION. 



WH AT is this life, this aftive gucft. 
Which robs our peaceful day of ftft ? 
This trifle, which while we retain, 
Caufes inquietude and pain f 
This breath* which we no foonfer find,' 
Than in a moment 'tis refign'd ? 
Whofc momentary noife, when o'er. 
Is never, never heard of more ! 
And even njonarchs, when it ends. 
Become offenfivc to their fnends { 
Emit a putrid noifome fmell. 
To thofc that lov'd 'em, e'er fo welll 

Pond'ring thefr things, within my heart, 
Surely, faid I — life is a f— t \ 



The 
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The FOET »nd tBc DUN. 17-fi, 



thefe are Mefet^trs 
- 'fbat feelsHgly perfiiade me what T am. 

Shakespbar. 

/"'Otnes a dihwiir ^ mommg and rape Sf ifly door— 

" Imadebo!di(icaH"*dSit\»eVe#(«M!h*ndmGre — 
I'm forry, believe mej » tKJiitite ycua thus-, Sir, — 
But Job wou'd be jsaid^ ^, b«i Jofi been a mercer.'' 
MyfriendhavcbutpaiifiVGe^-"Ayehefea!Ky6«!'ways" 
I have got but ortd fliitiirsg to ftrve me two di^s--- 
But Sir — prithee take it, and (cll youf ittOrftey, 
If I han't paid your t»tt, I have paid for ycmr journey. 
Well, now thou art gone, let me govern my paflion» 
And cdmly coftfider — corifi^r ? vexatioa f 
Whatwhore thatmuft paint, and mnftputonfalfc locks. 
And counterftit joy in the pai^s of the pox ! 
What bcggar'swifc's ncphew,now ftarv*d,& nowbcaten. 
Who, wanting to eat, fears himfelf (hall be eaten ! 
What porter, what turnfpit, can deem his cafe hard ! 
Or what dun boaft of patience that thinks of a bard! 
Well, I'll leave this poor trade, forno trade can be poorer. 
Turn ftioe-boy, or courtier, or pimp, or procurer i 
Get love, and refpeA, and good living, and pelf. 
And dun fome poor dog of a poet myfelf. 

One's 
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One's credit, however, of courfe will grow better ; 
Here enters the footman, and brings me a letter. 

" Deaf Sir • I receVd four obliging Cpiftlc, 
Your fame is fecure— bid the critics go whiftlc. 
I read over with wonder the poem you fent me ; 
And I mufl: fpe^ your praifcs, no foul Qiall prevent me. 
The audience, believe me^ cry'd out ev'ry Kne 
Was ftrong, was ^ding, was juft, was.diVinej 
All pregniuit,as gtrfd is,withw6rth,weight, and beauty. 
And to hide fuch a genius was — far from your duty. 
I forefee that the "court will be hugely delighted : 
Sir Richard, f6t much a lefs genius. Was knighted. 
Adieu, itiy good ^nd, aAd for high li& prepatre ye; 
I cou'd fay mutb more, but you're modcft, I fpare ye.'* 
Quite fir'd with the flatt'ry, I call for my paper. 
And wafte that, and beskh, and my time, and my taper; 
I fcribble 'till mom, wh^i with wrath no finall ftore. 
Comes my old frittrtd the mercer, and raps at my door. 
** Ah ! friend, 'tis but idle to malce fuch a pother. 
Fate, fate has ordain'd us, to pl^;u6 one utother.V 



Q_!j Written 
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Written at an Inn at Hehley. . 



TO thee, fair freedom ! I retire 
From flattery, cards, and dice, and die ; 
Nor art thou found in manlions higher 
Than the low cott, or humble inn. 

'Tis here with boundlefe pow'r I reign ; 

And ev'ry health which I be^n. 
Converts dull port to. bright champaigne ; 

Such freedom crowns it» at an inn. 

I flf from pomp, I fly from plate ! 

I fly from falfehood's Ipecious grin '. 
Freedom I love, and form I hate. 

And chufe my lodgings at an inn. 

Here, wfcter ! take my fordid ore. 

Which lacqueys elfe might hope to win ; 

It buys, what courts have not in llore ; 
It buys me freedom, at an inn. 

Whoe'er has travell'd life's dull round. 
Where'er his ftages may have been. 

May figh to think he ftill has found 
The warmefl: welcome, at. an inn. 

A SMILE. 
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A SIMILE. 

WHAT village but has fometime fcen 
The clumfy fliape, the frightful mica. 
Tremendous claws, and ftiagged hair. 
Of that grim brute yclip'd a bear ? 
He from his dam, the learn'd agree, 
Rcceiv'd the curious form you fee j 
Who with her plaftic tongue alone. 
Produced a vifage — like her own. — 
And thus they hinr, in myftic faftiion. 
The pcrt/rflil force of education * — 
Perhaps yon crowd of fwains is viewing 
E'en now, the ftrange exploits of Bruin ; 
Who plays his antics, roars aloud j 
The WMider of a gaping crowd ! 

So- have I known an aukward lad, 
Whofe birth has made a parifh glad, 
Forbid, for fear of fenfe, to roam. 
And taught by kind mamma at home; 
Who gives him many a weU-try*d rule. 
With ways and means — to play the fooL 
In lenfe the fame, in ftature higher. 
He fliines, ere long, a rural fquire. 
Pours forth unwitty jokes, and fwcarS'* 
And bawls, and drinks, but chieily itares 

" Of a ft«d matron's cducadOR. 
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Hi's tenants of fupefior fenfe 
Carouze, and laugh, at his expence ; 
And deem the paftimc Vm relating. 
To be as plealanc, as bear-bating. 

The Charms of Preckdence. 
A T A L E- 

" O IR, will you pkafc to walk before ?** 

O - No, pray Sir-you are next the door.— 
— *' Upon mine honour, I'll not ftir — '*' 
Sir, Fm ax home, confider, Sir — 
** Excufc me. Sir, I'll not go fjrft" — ■ 
Well, if I muft be rude, I muft-r- 
But yet I wifli I cou*d evade it— 
Tis ftrangdy clowniih, be perfuadcd — 
Go forward, dts ! go forward fquircs I 
Nor fcruple each, what each admii^es. 
Life fquares not, friends, with your pFoceeding ; 
It files, while you difplay your breeding; 
Such breeding as one's granam preaches. 
Or fome old dancing-malter teaches. 
Q for fome rudp tunjult^ous feliow. 
Half crazy, or, at le^ half-meUoWf 
To come behind you unawares. 
And fairly pufh you both down ftajrs I - 
But (Jeath's at h»nd— let me advife y?. 
Go forward, friends I or he'll furprife ye. 

. Befides, 



Do ye not flatner. iy«) fopfwew, 
Aijd dady cfecat, and wpefely pf ay. 
And «a £of itjiis-r-w ieai^ iJw )yay ? 

Such is n>y dwne, vhicj) owsjis to prove. 
That, tb(/ ve 4i^ak, or @a«He» or love. 
As i^ lOr i]bis.i$ Kvoii: U ftf^fw, 
FjKocdence is sm nrfijjg pfiffioi). 

When iCoUegerflMden.ts j»)fe ^<;e?^s. 
And pay tbe bfis41e's f odkis free. 
What mores that fcleittific bo*^. 
But the fiiA cuoijiig ^ d gawdy? 
And whence fucsb ibo^is, jii ibare condmons. 
That ftanre ind i3ng;tjij& ^ phyficiaas. 
Contest to mudge this fo^oejis, ^d ftare at 
The £u qwchefjEiy's chariot? 
But that, inC«AitiW)T'8 chanAer (fee 
Moliere's Mettecjn nial^ iui) 
The iefidi, howe'jcr his fompies vary. 
Still walKs before the ^pocbuecary. 

Flavia in vain has -wjit and chflnns, 
Andallthatflunes. and ail ^»t ivarms s 
In vain all humaa race adore her. 
For — lady Mary ranks before her. 

OC^iu, geotJeCjiJA! teUus, 
You who are oeuher v^io, nor jealoi^ ! 
The ibfteft hvf!^ the nwi^eft mien ! 
Wou' d you not feel fonje Httle fj^e^a, 

0,4 Nor 
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Nor bite your lip, nor fiirl your brow. 
If Florimel, your equal now, 
Shou'd, one day; gain precedence of ye f 
Firft ferv*d— tho* in a difli (rf* cofiee ? 
Plac'd firft, altho' where you are found. 
You g^ the eyes of all around i 
Nam'd firft, tho' not with half the hme. 
That waits my charming Celia's name i 

Hard fortune ! barely to infpirc 
Our fix'd elteem, and foAd defirp 1 
Barely, where'er you go, to prove 
The four-cc of univerfal love \i^ 
Yet be content, obferving thb, 
Honour's the offspring of caprice i 
And worth, howc'cr yo\i have purfu'd it. 
Has nownopow'rr— but tt> exclude it. 
You'll find your general reputation 
A kind of fiipplemental ftatJon, 

Poor Swift, with all his worth, cou'd ne'er. 
He tells lis, hope to rife a peer ; 
So, to fupply it, wrote for fame i 
And well the wit fecur'd his aim. 
A common patriot has a driit. 
Not quite fo innocent as Swift ) 
In Britain's caufe he rants, he labours j 
** He's honeft, faith"~have pariencc, neighbors! 
For patriots may fomctimes deceive, 
^ay beg their friend's reluftant Jeave, 

To 
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To ferve them in a higher fphcrt j 
And drop their virtue, to get there, — 

As LuciAN tellsus, in his fafhion. 
How fouls put off each earthly pafllon, 
Ere on Elysium's flow'ry ftrand. 
Old Charon fu&r*d 'em to land ; 
So ere we meet a court's carefles. 
No doubt our fouls muft change cheir drefles : 
And fouls there be, who, bound th^ way. 
Attire themfclves ten times a day. 

If then 'tis rank which all men covet» 
And f^Dts ahke and finners love it % 
If place, for which our courtiers throng 
. So thick, that few can get along j 
For which fuch fervile toils are feen, 
"Who's happier than a king ?— a queen. 

Howe'er men aim at elevation, 
*Tis properly a female paOion : 
Women, and beaux, beyond all meafurc • 
Are charm'd whh rank's extatic pleafure. 

Sir, if your drift I righdy fcan. 
You'd hint a beau were not a man i 
Say, women then are fond of places ; 
I wave all difputable cafes. 
A man perhaps- would fomething linger. 
Were his lov'd rank to coft^— a finger j 
Or were an ear or toe the price on't, "i 

He might dclib'ratc once or twice on't ; i 

Perhaps aik Gataker's advice on't. J 

And 
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And mv^* as their £rame gtovs old^ 
Wou*d hardly- purchafe it vitlt gtM. 

But women wifli precedence ever} 
*Ti$ dicir whole liii^s H^xemc endeaviour ; 
It fires their you{th widi jeaious nge. 
And fixoa^y animates their ^c 
Perhaps fiiey would boc £eH ouc-i^bt. 
Or maim a limb-HJiat was io Tight; 
Yet, oa wor& terms, they fometimes duiJe it i 
Nor, ev*^ in punifhments, reftile it. 

Freeminence in pain, you cry 1 
AU fierce and pr^iant with neply. 
Bvtt lend your paticnce> and your ear> 
An argument &iaSi make it clear. 
But hold, an argument may fail, 
Bcfide my tide iays, a tale. 

Wheiip Avon rolls her winding ftream, 
AvoH, the Muie's fav'ticc theme I 
Avon, that fills the farmer's purjes. 
And dcdcs with flowers both farms, and verfes. 
She vifiis many a fertile vale— ^ — r' 
Such was the icene t^this my tale. 
For 'tis in Ev'sham's vale, or near it. 
That folks with laughter tell, and hear it. 

•The fc»i with annual i^enfy bJeft 
Wfu ipf young CoRYDON pofieft. 
His youdi aloqe I lay bcfi)ia ye, 
Afi moft material co my ftory : 

For 
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For flrength ^d vigour too, be hajci 'etjif 
And 'twene not much amiist to add *<ti|i. 

Thrice happy loud whole wide dpqiaia 
Now green with grafs, now ^t witji ffain^ 
In rgflet robes of clover deep. 
Or thinly v«l'd, y nd vHte with flwep j 
Now fr^nuit with the bean's p€t£\ipa9f 
. Now puipjed with the pylie's bloom. 
Might well with bri^t afiuTion ftore trie ; 
' — ^But h^p^er bards have bcea before me ! 

Atnongft the vaiious year's increafe. 
The ftriplittg own'd a fidd <rf pe^ ; 
Which, when at night he ceas*d his l^boyrs, ' 
Were haunted by fiime fttf^c neighbor. 
Each morn difcwer'd to his fight 
The Ihameful havoc <^ the night ; 
Traces of this .they left behind *eni. 
But no inftruftions where to fi;id *em, 
The coil's works are {^^ ao(} evil. 
But few or juwie have feeti the denl. 
Old Noll, indeed, if we may cre4iC 
The words of Echard, it^o has £(id ih 
Cpotriv*4 with Satan how to fi?o| uf g 
And barg^n'd face to face to Ptk us j 
^t ^Sfi old J^O^-P W^ one in ten. 
And fou&ht hj^ mpff thep oihpr ipen- 
Our fhepherd tw* mth tfikie 9ft$^tipn, 
May meet ^e female fiends we meqtic^. 

3 . He 
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He rofe one mom at break of day. 
And near the field in ambuih lay : 
"When lo ! a brace of girls appears. 
The third, a matron much in years. 
Smiling, amidft the peafe, the finners 
Sate down to cull their future dinners •, 
And, caring little who might own 'em. 
Made free as tho' themfelves had fown 'cm, 

Tis worth a fage's obfervation 
How love can make a j<^ of paflion. 
Anger had forc'd the fwwn from bed. 
His early dues to love unpaid ! 
And love, a god that keeps a pother. 
And will be pwd one time or other. 
Now banilh'd anger out o* doorj 
And daim'd the debt withheld before. 
If anger bid our youth revile. 
Love form*d his features to a fmile : 
And knowing well 'twas all grimace. 
To threaten with a fmiling face, 
He in few words exprefs'd his mind — 
And none would deem them much unkind. 

The am'rous ywith, for their offence. 
Demanded inftant recompence : 
That recompence from each, which Ihame 
Forbids a bafhful mufc to name. 
Yet, more this fentence to difcover, 
*Tis what Bett * * grants her lover, 

When 
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When he, to make the ftrumpet mllii^. 
Has fpent his fortune— to a Ihilling. 

Each ftood awhile, as 'twere fufpended. 
And loth to do, what— each intended. 

At length with foft pathedc fighs. 
The matron, bent with age, replies. 

Tis vMn to ftrive — -juftice, I know. 
And our ill ftars wiU have it &> — 
But let mjr tears ^our wrath afTuage, 
And fliew fonie deference for age ! 
I from a diftant villi^ came. 
Am old, G — knows, ■ and fomething lame ; 
And if we yield, as yield we muA, 
DifpaCch lof crazy body firft. 

Our Ihepherd, like the Phrygian fwam* 
When circled round on Ida's plain, 
With goddelles he ftood fufpended, 
Aod Fallas's grave fpeech was ended, 
Own'd what (he alk'd might be his duty j 
But pdd the compliment to beauty. 
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To be performed by Dr. Brettle, and a 
Chorus of [JALES-owEN Citizens. 



The Inftrnmental Part, a Viol <f Amour. 



AIR by the Doctor. 

AWAKE! I&y, awdie good peopto I 
And be ibr tmtx llivc and ga^ ; 
Come let's be ftierfy ; ftir the appks ; 

How can you fleep, 
WWffl 1 do pUy ? how cm yos floej), &ff* 

CHORUS of CmzEA^ 

Pardon, OI pardon, great mulician t 

On drowfy fouls fotne pity take ! 
For wond'rous hard b our coadition. 
To drink thy beer. 
Thy ftrains to hearj 
To drink. 
To hear. 
And keep awake t 

SOLO 
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SOLO by the Doctor^ 

HcM" but this ftrain-^tffas irtadc by Handel, 
A wight of fkil^ and judgment ddep! 

Zctontew they're gone — Sal, bring a caidfc-^ 
No, hete is one, and he's afleep. 

DOETTE. 

Dr. —How cou'd they g<^ Srftartto. 

Whiiftldoplay? 
Sal. How coo'd they go ? ViiUktmA. 

How fiiou'd they ftay ? 

EPILOGUE to the ttagtdy of ClEoMe. 

WELL, ladies— fo much for the tragic ftHe— 
And now the cuAom is to make you fmile. 
To make us fmile ! — methtnks I hear you iay— ^ 
Why, who caiv he]p it, at lb fti^ngc a |^y ? 
The captain gone three years!— «id then t& blame 
The faultlds Gondud of his virtuous dame ! 
My ftars I— 'What gen^e beHe would think it tWftfiHv 
Whert thus phwofc'd, to givo the brute fome rtsifdtt f 
Outof my ho(ife!-'-£hi& night, fbi^th^ dftpatl t' 
A modern wife hadfeid-— " With all my he«t-*J 
But think not, haughty Sir, I'll go ^one ! 
Order your coach— conduft ifle fafe to town— 
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Give me my jewels, wardrobe, and my maid— 
And pray take care my pin-money be paid." 

Such is the language of each modi(h fair ! 
Yet memoirs, not of modem growth, declare 
The time has been when modefty and truth 
"\Vere deem'd additions to the chwnis of youth j 
"Wlien women hid their necks, and veil'd their faces, •% 
Nor romp'd, nor rak'd, nor ftar'd at public places, > 
Nor toc^ the airs of amazons for graces : J 

Then plain domeftic virtues were the mode. 
And wives ne'er dreamt of happinefs abroad i 
They lov'd their children, learnt no flaunting airs. 
But with the joys of wedlock mixt thg cares. 
Thofe times arc paft— yet fure they merit praife. 
For marriage triuniph'd in thofe golden days : 
By chafte decorum they affedtion gain'd ■, 
By faith and fondnefs what they won, maintain'd. 

*Tis yours, ye fair, to bring thofe days s^en, ' 
And form anew the hearts of thoughtlefi meni 
Make beauty's luftre amiable as bright. 
And give the foul, as well as fenfe, delight) 
Reclaim from folly a fantaftic ^e. 
That fcorns the prefs, the pulpit, and the fege. 
Let truth and tendemefs your breafts adorn. 
The marriage chain with tranfport Ihall be worn i 
Each Uooming virgin rais'd into a bride. 
Shall double all their joys, their cares divide; 
Alleviate grief, Compofe the jars of ftrife. 
And 'pour the balgi that fweetens human life. 

MORAL 
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Judgment of HERCULES. 

\X7Hile blooming fpring defcends from genial flcies. 

By whofe mild influence inftant wonders rife ; 
From whofe foft breath Elyfian beauties flow j 
The fweets of Hagley, or the pride of Stowe -, 
Will Lyttelton the rural landJkip range. 
Leave noify fame, and not regret the change ? 
Pleas'd will he tread the garden^ early fcenes,. 
And learn a moral from the rifing greens ? 
There, warm'd alike by Sol's enliv'ning pow*r> 
The weed, afpiring, emulates the flow'r : 
The drooping flow'r, its fairer charms difplay*d,, 
Invites, from grateful hands, their gcu'rous aid : 

R z Sooi^ 
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ScxjD, if none check th' invafive foe's defigns. 
The lively luftre of thefe fccnes declines ! 

Tis thus» the fpring of youth, the mom of life» 
Rears in our minds the rival feeds of ftrife, 
Then paflion riots, reafon then contends j 
And, on the conqueft, ev'ry blifs depends i 
Life, from the nice decifion, takes its hue : 
And bleft thofe judges who decide like you ! 
On worth like theirs Ihall ev'ry blifc attend t 
The world their fav'rite, and the world their friend, 

There are, who blind to thought's fatiguing ray, 
As fortune gives examples, urge their way : 
Not virtue's foes, tho' they her paths decline. 
And fcarce her friends, tho' with her friends they join, 
In her's, or vice's cafual road advance 
Thoughdefs, the finncrs or the faints of chance ! 
Yf t feme more nobly fcorn the vulgar voice ( 
Wifh judgment fix, with zeal purfue their choice, 
When ripen'd thought, when reafon born to reign, 
Checjcs the wild tumults of the youthful vein j 
"While pafTion's lawkfs.tides, at their command. 
Glide thro' more ufeful trafts, and blefs the land, 

Happieft of thefe is he whofe matclilefe mipd. 
By learning ftfengthep'd, and by tafte refin'd, 
■ In virtue's caufe eflay'd its earliefl: pow'rs ; 
Chofe virtue's pailis, and ftrew'd her paths with flow'rs. 
The firft alarm'd, if freedom waves her wings : 
The fitteft to adorn each art flie brings : 
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Lov'd by that prince whom ev'ry virtue fires : 
Prais'd by that bard whom ev'ry iliufe infpires : 
Bleft in the tuneful art, thfe fecial flame ( 
In all that wins, in all that merits fame ! 

'Twas youth's perplexing ftage his doubts infpir'd. 
When great Alcides to a grove retir'd; 
Thro* die lone windings of a devious giade, 
Refign'd to thought, with ling'ring fteps he fti'ay*d } 
Bleft with a mind to lafte fincerer joys : ■ 
Arm'd with a heart each falfe one to defpife. 
Dubious he ftray'd, with wav'ring thoughts poflHt, 
Alternate palTions ftruggling {har'd his breaft i 
The various arts which human cares divide. 
In deep attention all hb mind employ'd ! 
Anxious, if failie an equal bills fecur*d i , 
Or fiient eafe with foftcr charms allur'd. 
The filvan choir whofe numbers Iweetly flow'di 
The fount that murmur*dj and-the flow'rs that blow'd; 
The filver flood that in meanders led 
His glitt'ring ftrcMns along th' enliven'd mead ; 
The foothing breeze, and all thofe beauties join'd. 
Which, whilft they-pleafe, efFeminai^ the mind. 
In vain ! while diflant, on a fummit rais'd, . 
Th* imperial tow'rs of fame attraftive blaz'd. 

While thus he trac'd thro' fancy's puzzlilig maze 
The fep'rate fweets of pleafure, and of prwfe ; , 

Sudden the wind a fragrant gale convey'd,, ^ 
And a new luflre gain'd upon the Ihade. 
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At once, before his wond*ring eyes were feen 
Twb female forms, of more than mortal mien. 
Various their charms ; and, in dieir drels and face. 
Each fecm'd to vie with fome peculiar grace. 
This, whofe attire lels clo^d with art appearM, 
The fimple fweets of innocence endcar'd. 
Her fprightly bloom, her quick f^acious eye, 
Shew'd native merit mix'd with modefty. 
Her air diffiis'd a mild yet aweful ray. 
Severely fweet, and innocently gay. ' 
' Such the chafte image of the martial maid, 
In artlefs folds of vii^in wliite array'd ! 
She let no borrow'd rofe her cheeks adorn. 
Her blufiiing cheeks, thaffliam'd the purple mora. 
Her charms nor had, nor wanted artfiil foils. 
Or ftudy'd gellures, or welt-pradlis'd fmiles. 
She fcom'd the toys which render beauty left j 
She prov'd th' Engaging chaftity of drefe •, 
And while fhe chofe in native charms to (Hne, 
Ev'n thus ihe feem'd, nay more than feem'd, divine. 
One modeft em'rald clafp'd the robe llie wore. 
And, in her hand, th' imperial fword (he bore. 
Sublime her height, majeftic was her pace. 
And match'd the aweful honours of her face. 
Theflirubs, theflow'rs, thatdcck'dtheverdantground, 
Seem'd, where fiic trod, with rifing luftre crown'd. 
Still fter approach with flxonger inHuence warm*d ; 
She pleas'd, while diiUnt, but, when near, Ihe chann*d. 

So 
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So ftrikes the gazef^s eye, the filVer gkam 
That glitt:*rtng quivers o'er a (fiftaht ftream : 
But from its banks we fee new beauties rife, 
Andt in its cryftal bofom, trace the Ikies. 

With other chanm the rival vifion gkm'd ; 
And from her drefs her tinfel beauties flow*d. 
A flutt'ring robe her pamper*d Qiape tonceal'd^ 
And feem'd to Ihade the charms it beft feveal'd. 
Its fcrnn, contrived her fxaky fi« » ^;race i 
Its hue, to give frefh luftre to her face. 
Her plaited hair difguis'd with brilliants glared ; 
Her cheeks the ruby's nrighb'ring luftre (har'd { 
The gawdj^'topBZ lent its gay fupplies, 
And ev*ry gem that ftrikes le& curious eyes ; 
Expos'd her breaft with foreign fweets perflun'd ; 
And, round her brow, a roleate garland bIoom*d. 
Soft-fmiling, blufhing lips conceal'd her wiles y 
Yet ah I the bluflics artful as the fmiles. 
Oft-Dazing on her fhade, th' enraptur'd fair 
Decreed the fubftance well dererv*d her care : 
Her thoughts, to other's charms malignly bfind* 
Center'd in that, and were to that confin'd j 
And if on qrher's eyes a glance were thrown, 
'Twas but to watch the influence of her own. 
Much like her guardian, fair Cvthxra's queen. 
When for her wanior Ihe refines her mien j 
Or when, to blefs her Delian fav'rite's arms. 
The radiant feir invigorates her charms. 

R 4 ■ Much 
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Much like her pupil, Egypt's fportive dm\et 
Her drefs-expreflive, and her air the fame. 
When her gay bark o'er filver Cydnos rdll'd. 
And all th' emblazon'd ftreamers wav'd in gold. 
Such flione the vifion j nor forbore, to move. 
The fond contagious airs of lawlefs love. 
Each wanton eye deluding glances fir*d. 
And am'rous dimples on each cheek confpir'd. ^ 
Lifelefi her gait, and flow, with feeming pain, T 
She dragg'd her loitering limbs along the plain j > 
YetmadefomefainteSbrts,&firftapproach'dthefwain.J 
So glaring draughts, with' taudry luttre bright. 
Spring to the view, and rulh upon the light : 
More flowly charms a Raphael's chafter air. 
Waits the calm fearch, and pays the fcarcher's care. 

Wrap'd in a plcas'd fufpence, the youth furvey'd 
The various charms of each attraftive maid : 
Alternate each he view'd, and «ach admir'd. 
And found, alternate, varying flames infpir'd. 
Quick o'er their forms his eyes with pleafure ran. 
When file, who firft approach'd him, firfl: began. 

*' Hither, dear boy, direft thy wand*ring eyes ; ' 
*Tis here the lovely vale d^ pleafure lies. 
Debate no more, K) mc thy life refign i 
Each fweet which nature can diffufe is mine. 
For me the nymph diverfifies her pow'r. 
Springs in a tree, or bloflbms in a flow'r; 
To pleafe my ear, ftie tunes the linnet's IVrains -, 
To plcafc my eye, with lilies paints the pldns j 

To 
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To form my couch, in mofly beds ftic grOWs ; 
To gratify my finell, pcrftimes the rofc-; 
Reveals the fair, the fertile fcene you fee, 
And fwells the vegetable -world, for me. 

Let the gull'd fool the toils of war purfue. 
Where bleed the many to enrich the few : 
"Where chance from courage claims the boafted prize: 
Where, tho' flie give, your country oft denies. 
Induftrious thou fhalt Cupid's wars mantwn. 
And ever gently fight his foft campaign. 
His darts alone Ihalt wield, his wounds endure. 
Yet only fuffer, to enjoy the cure. 
Yield but to me — a choir of nymphs ftiall rife, , 

And fire thy breaft, and blefs thy ravilh'd eyes. 
Their beauteous cheeks a fairer rofe fliall wear, , 
A brighter lily on their necks appear -, 
Where fondly thou thy favour'd head fliall reft. 
Soft as the down that fwells the cygnet's neft ! 
While Philomel in each foft voice complains, 
And gently lulls thee with mellifluous ftrains : 
Whilft, with each accent, fweetcft'Odours flow ; 
And fpicy gums round ev'ry bofom glow. 
Not the fam'd bird Arabian climes admire. 
Shall in fuch luxury of fweets -expire. 
At (loth let war's vi»5tori(nis fons exclaim j 
In vain ! for pleafure is myTeal name : 
Nor envy thou the head with bays o'er-grown j 
No, feek thou rofes to adorn thy own : 

For 



i.vCoogIc 



For wdl each opening fcene, that claiim tny care, 
Suits and delervos the beauteous crown I wear. 
Let others prune the vine; the genial bowl 
Shall crown thy table, and enlarge thy fouL 
Let vulgar hands explore the biilliant miiKt 
So the gay produce glitter ftill on thine. 
Indulgent Bacchus loads his lab'ring tree. 
And, guarding, gjves its cIuA'ring fweets to me. 
For my lov'd tnun, Apollo's piercing beam 
Darts thro* the paOive glebe, and frames the gem. 
See in my caufe confenting gods employ'd, 
Nor flight thofe gods, their bleflings unenjoy'd ! 
For thee the poplar fliall its amber drain » 
For thee, in clouded beauty, fpring the cane j 
Some coftly tribute ev'ry dime Ihall pay j 
Some charming treafure ev'ry wind.convey ; 
Each object round fome pleafing fcene fliall yield ; 
Art build thy dome, while nature decks thy field , 
Of Corinth's order fljall the ftruJlurc rifej 
The fpiring turrets glitter thro' the flues j 
' Thy coftly robe fliall glow with Tyrian rays j 
Thy vafe fliall fparkle, and chy car fliall blaze s 
Yet thou, whatever pomp the fun difplay, 
Shalt own the am'rous night exceeds the day. 

When, melting flutes, and fweetly-founding lyrw 
Wake the gay loves, and cite the youngdefires^ 
Or, in th' Ionian dance, fome fav'rite maid 
Improves the flame her fparkling eyes convey'd ; 

Think, 
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Think, can^ thou quit a glowing Delia's artns, 
To feed on virtue's vifionary charms ? 
Or flight the joys which wit and youth eng^. 
For the faint honour of a frozen fage ? 
To find dull envy ev'n that hope deface, 
, And, where you toil'd for glory, reap difgrace ? 

O ! think that beauty waits on thy decree, _ 
And thy lov'd loveliefl: charmer pleads with me. 
She, whofc foft fmile, or gender glance to move. 
You voVd the wild extremities of love j 
In whofe endearments years, like moments, flewj 
For whofe endearments millions feem'd too few ; 
She, fhe implores ; flie bids thee feize the prime. 
And tread with her the flow'ry tra&s of time ; 
"Nor thus her lovely bloom of life beftow 
On fome cold lover, or infulting foe. 
Think, if ^inft that tongue thou canft rebel. 
Where love yet dwelt, and reafon feem'd to dwell j 
What ftrong perfuafion arms her fofter fighs ! 
What full conviftion fparkles in her eyes ! 

^e jiature fmiles, and birds falute the fhade. 
Where breathing jafmin fcreens the fteeping maid i 
And fuch her charms, as to the vain may prove, 
Ambition fceks more humble joys than love ! 
There bufy toil fliall ne'er invade thy reign. 
Nor fcienccs perplex thy lab'ring brain : 
Or none, but what with equal fweets invite ; 
^J'or other arts, but to prolong delight : 

Some- 
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Sometimes thy fancy prune her tender wing^ 
To praife a pendant,- or to grace a ring ■, 
To fix the drels that fuits each -V^ing mien ; 
To Ihew where bed the cluftering gems are fcen 5 
To figh foft ftrains along the vocal grore, 
And'.tell the charms, the fwcet effeifts of love ! 
Nor fear to find a coy difdainful mufe } 
Northink the fillers will their aid refufe. 
Coo[-.grot3T and tinkling rills, or filent fhades. 
Soft fcenes of leiiiire ! fuit th* harmonious maids y 
And.all the wtie, and all the grave decree 
Sonif of that facred train ally'd to me. 

Bujt if more fpecious eafe thy wilhes cl^mt ' 
And thy breaft glow with feint defirc of fame. 
Some fofter fcience fliall thy thoughts amufe. 
And learning's name a folemn found difiiife : 
To thee all nature's curious ftores I'll bring. 
Explain the beauties of an infeft's wing ; 
The plant, which nature, lefe diffufely kind. 
Has to few climes with partial care confin'd •» 
The fliell fhe fcatters with more carelefs ^r. 
And, in her frolics, feems fupremely fair i 
The worth that dazzles in the tulip's ftains. 
Or lurks beneath a pebblt*s various veins. 

Sleep's downy god, averfe to war's alarms. 
Shall o'er thy head difliife hb fofteft charms j 
Ere anxious thought thy dear repofe aflMl, 
Or care, my moil dcftruftive foe, prevail 
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The wat'ry nymphs fliall tune the vocal vales, 

And gentle zephyrs harmonize their gales. 

For thy rcpofe, inform, with rival joy. 

Their ftreams to murmur, and their winds to figh. 

Thus flialt thou fpend the fwcetly-flowing day, 

Till loft in bliis thou breathe thy foul away ; 

Till ftie I' Elyfian bow'rs of joy repair. 

Nor find my charming fcenes exceeded there." 

She ceas'd i and on a lil/d b^k reclin'd, 
Her flowing robe wav'd wanton with the wind t 
One tender hand her drooping head fuftains ; 
One points, expreflive, to the flow'ry plains. 
Soon the fond youth pcrceiv'd her influence roU 
Deep in his breaft, to melt his manly foul i ■ 
As when Fa vonii/s joins the folai'- blaze. 
And each fair fabric of the froflt decays, 
Soon, to his breaft, the foft harangue convey'd 
Refolves t(jo partial to the fpecious maid. 
He figh'd, he gaz'd, fo fweetly fmil'd the dame { 
Yet fighing, gazing, feem'd to fcorn his flame i 
And, oft as virtue caught his wand'ring eye, ■ 
A crimfon bluft) condemn'd the riling figh. 
*Twas fuch the ling'ring Trojan's fliame betray'd, ■ 
When Maia's fon the frown of Jove difplay'd: 
"When wealth, fame, empire, cou'd no ballance prove 
For the foft reign of Dido, and of love. 
Thus ill with arduous glory love confpires ; 
jSoft tender flanges ^t^ith bold impetuous fires ! 

Some 
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Some hovering doubts his anxious bofom mov'd. 
And ^^rtue, zealous feir ! thofc doubts impfov'd. 

" Fly* fly, fond youth, the too indulgent maid} 
Nor err, by fuch fantaftic fcenes bctray'd. 
Tho' in my path the ru^ed thorn be fcpn. 
And the dry turf difdole a f^ter green ; 
Tho* no gay rofc, or flow*fy produft ihine. 
The barren fur&e ftill conceals the mine. 
Each thorn that threatens, ev'n the weed that growi 
In virtue's path, fuperior fwcets bellows — 
Yet fiiou'd thofc boafted, fpccious toys allure, 
'Whence a>u'd fond doth the flanfnng gifts procuit ? 
The various wealth that tempts thy fond defur, 
*Tis I alone, her greateft foe, acquire. 
I from old ocean rob the treafur'd ftore •, 
I thro* each region, latent gems explore i 
'Twas I the rugged brilliant fiiA reveal'd. 
By num'rous llrata deep in earth conceal'd } 
*Tis I the fur&ce yet refine, and fliew 
The modeft gem's intrinfic charms to glow. 
Nor fwells the grape, nor fpireS its feeble tree 
Without the firm fupports of induftry. 

But grant we floth the fcene herfctf has drawn. 
The moffy grotto, and the flow'ry lawn j 
Let PsitOMELA tune th' harmonious gale. 
And with each breeze eternal fwcets exhale ; 
I>et gay Pomova flight the plains around. 
And Qhufc, for faireft fruits, the favour'd ground ; 
3 To 
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To blefs the fertile viHc fliou'd virtue ceafe, 
JJor molTy grots, nor flow*ry lawns cou*4 pleafe j 
Nor gay Pomona's lufcious gifts aywl, 
TKe found harmonious, or die fpicy gsJc. 

Seeft thou yon rocks in dreadful pomp arife, 
Whofe rugged cUfis deform th* encircling flues ? 
Thofe fields, whence Phoebus all their moifturc drains. 
And, too profiifely fond, difrobes the plains ? 
When I vouchfafe tp tread the barren foil, 
Thofe rocks fccm lovely, and thofc deferts fmile. 
The form thou view'ft, to ev'ry fcene with eafe 
Traiisfcrs its charms, and ev'ry fcene can pleafe. 
"When I have on thofc pathlefs wilds appear*d. 
And the lone wand'rer with my prefence cheated ; 
Thofe cliffb the exile has with pleafure view'd. 
And call'd that dcfert blifefiil fqlitude ! 

Nor I alone to fucH extend my care : 
FMr-blooming health furveys her altars there. 
Brown exercifc will lead thee where fhe reigns. 
And with reflefted luftre gild the plmns^ 
With her, in flow'r of youth, and beaut3r*s pride. 
Her offspring, calm content and peace, refidc. 
One ready offering fuits each neighb'ring Ihrine ; 
And all obey their laws, who praftife mine. 

But health averfe &om floth's fmooth legion flies; 
And, in her abfepce, pleafure droops and dies. 
Her bright companions, mirth, delight, repoft, 
gmilc where flic frnjlcs, and fickeii when fhe goes. 
A galaxy 
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A galaxy of pow'rs ! whofe forms appear 
For erer beauteous, and for ever near. 

Nor will foft deep to floth's requeft incline. 
He from her couches flies unbid to mine. . 

Vain is the fparkling bowl, the warbling ftrain, 
Th* incentive fong, the labour'd viand vjun ! 
Where Ihe relentleft reigns without controul. 
And checks each gay excurfion of the foul : 
Unmov'd, tho' beauty, deck'd in all its charms, 
Grace the rich couch, and fpread the fofteft arms ; 
Till joylefs indolence fu^efts defires ; 
Or drugs are fought to furnilh languid fires : 
Such languid fires as on the vitals prey, 
Barren of blifs, but fertile erf decay. 
As artful heats, apply'd to thirfty lands, 
Produce no flow'rs, and but debafe the fands. 

But let fair health her cheating fmiles impart. 
How fweet is nature, how fuperfluous art ! 
'Tis (he the fountain's ready draught commends. 
And fmooths the flinty couch which fortune lends. 
Aod, when my hero from his toils retires, 
Fills his gay bofom with unufual fires. 
And, while no checks th' unbounded joy reprove. 
Aids and refines the genuine fweets of love. 
His faireft profpeft rifing trophies frame : 
His fweeteft mufic is the voice of fame j- 
PleafureS to floth unknown ! Ihe never found 
How fair the profpe^ or how fweet the found. 
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See fame's gay flrufture from yon fummit charms, 
And fires the manly breaft to arts or arms : 
Nor dread the fteep afcent, by which you rife 
From grov'ling vales to tow'rs which reach the fkies. 

Love, fame, efteem, 'tis labour muft acquire ^ 
The fmiling offspring of a rigid fire ! 
To fix the friend, your fervicc muft be fhewn j 
All, ere they lov'd your merit, lov'd .their own. 
That wond'ring Greece your portrait may admire. 
That tuneful bards may ftring for you their lyre. 
That books may pr^fe, or coins record your name. 
Such, fuch rewards 'tis toil alone can claim ! 
And the feme column which difplays to view 
The conqu'ror's name, difplays the conqueft too. 

'Twas flow experience, tedious miftrefs ! taught 
All that e'er nobly fpoke, or bravely fought. 
'Twas flie the patriot, fhe the bard refin'd. 
In arts that ferve, proteft, or pleafe mankind. 
Not the vain vifions of inactive fchools ; 
Not fancy's maxims, not opinion's rules 
E'er form'd the man whofe gen'rous warmth extends 
T' enrich his country, or to ferve his friends. 
On aftivc worth the laurel war beftows : 
Peace rears her olive for induftrious brows : 
Nor earth, uncultur'd, yields its kind fuppUes ; 
Nor hcav'n, its Ihow'rs without a facrifice. 

See far below fuch grov'ling fcenes of Ihame, 
As lull to reftl-GWAViA's flumb'ring dame. 

Vol. I. S Her 
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Her friends, from all the (xals of fame fecure, 
Alas ! ingbrious, greater toils endure. 
Doom'd all to mourn, who in her caufe engage, 
A youth enervate, and a p,ainful age I 
A fickly faplefs mafs, if reafon flies ; 
And, if flie linger, impotently wife f 
A thoughdeis train, who pamper'd, fleck, and gay. 
Invite old age, and revel youth away ; 
From life*s frelh vigour move the load of cape, 
And idly place it where they leaft can bear. 
■When to the mind, difeas'd, for wd they fly. 
What kind refleftion fliall the mind fupply ? 
When, with Icrfl health, what (hou'd the bis allay. 
Peace, peace is loft : a comfortlcfs decay f 
But to my friends, when youth, when plcafiire flics, 
And earth's dim beauties fade before their eyes. 
Thro' death's dark viila flowery trails are feen, 
Elyfian plsdns, and groves for ever green. 
. If o'er their lives a refluent glance they caft, 
Their's is the prefent who can praife the paft. 
Life has its blifs for thefe, when paft its bloom. 
As wither*d rofes yield a late perfume. 

Serene, and lafe from pafllon's ftormy rage. 
How calm they glide into the port of age t 
Of the Hide voyage kis depriv'd than eas'd j 
More tir'd than pain'd, and weaken'd than difeas'd. 
For health on ^e, 'tis temp'rance muft beftow » 
And peace from piety alone can flow > 
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And all the incenfe bounteous Jove requires," 
Has fweetB for him who feeds the facred fires.— 

Sloth views the tow'rs of feme wkh envious eyes j. 
Defirous ftill, ftUl impoteQi to r&. 
Oft, when rcfolv'd to gain thofe blifsful tow'rs. 
The pcnfive queen the dire afceitt ejE^ores, 
Comes onward, wafied by the b^my trees. 
Some filvan mufic, or fome fcented breeze : 
She turns her head, her own gay reabn Ihe fpies,' 
And all the fhort-liv'd rcfolution dies. 
Thus fome fond infetS^s fault'ring pinions wave, 
Clafp'd in its fav'rite fweets, a lafting Have : 
And thus in vain thefe charming vifions pleafe 
The wretch of glwy, and the flave of cafe : 
Doom'd ever in ignoble ftate to pine, 
Boaft her own fcenes, and languilh after mine. 

But fliun her fiiares : nor let the world exclaim. 
Thy birth, which was thy gbry, ptov'd thy fliame. 
With early hope thine infant actions fir^ ; 
Let manhood crown what infancy infpir'd. 
Let gni*rous toils reward with health thy days. 
Prolong thy prime, and eternize thy praife. 
The bold exploit that charms th* attefting age. 
To lateft times IHaD gen'rous hearts engage ; 
And widi that myrtle fliall thy flirine be crown'd. 
With which, alive, thy gracefiil brows were bound ; 
Till time fhaU bid thy virtues freely bloom. 
And raife a temple where it found a tomb. 
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Then in their feafts thy name (hall Grecians join; 
Shall pour the fparkling juice to Jove's and thine. 
Thine, us'd in war, fliall raife their native fire j 
Thine, us'd in peace, their mutual faith infpire. 
Dullnefs perhaps thro' want of fight, may blame, 
And fpleen, with odious induftry, defame ; 
And that, the honours giv'n, with wonder view. 
And this, in fccrct fadnefs, own them due : 
Coniepipt and envy were by fate defign'd 
The rival tyrwits which divide mankind; 
Contempt, «^ich none, butwho deferve, can bear; 
"While envy's wounds the fmiles of feme rep^r. 
For know, the gen'rous thine exploits fhali fire. 
Thine ev'ry friend it fuits thee to require, 
Lov'd by the gods, and, till their feats I fliew, 
Lov'd By the good their images below." 

Ceafe, lovely maid, fair daughter of the (kies ! 
My guide ! my queen ! th' extatic youth replies. 
In thee I trace a form defign'd for fway ; 
Which chiefs may court, and kings with pride obey. 
And, by thy bright immortal friends I fwear. 
Thy f^r idea ihail no toils impair. 
Lead me ! O lead me where whole hofts of foes. 
Thy form depreciate, and thy friends oppofe I 
Welcome all toib th' inequal fates decree, 
While toils endear thy faithful charge to thee. 
Such be my cares, to bind th' oppreffivc hand. 
And crufli the fetters of an injur*d land : 
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To fee the monfter's noxious life refign'd, 
And tyrants quell'dt the monftefs of mankind ! 
Nature Ihall fmile to view the vanquifli'd brood, 
And none, but envy, riot unfubdu'd. 
In cloifter'd ftate let fclfifh fagcs dwell. 
Proud that their heart is narrow as their cell j 
And boaft their mazy labyrinth of rules. 
Far lefs the friends of virtue, than the fools : 
Yet fuch in vain thy fav'ring fmiles pretend •, 
For HE is thine, who proves his country's friend. ■ 
Thus when my life well-fpent the good enjoy. 
And the mean envious labour to deftroy ; 
When, ftrongly lur'd by fame's contiguous ftirinc, 
I yet devote my choicer vows to thine ; 
If all my toils thy promis'd favour claim, 
O lead thy fav'rite thro' the gates of fame ! 

He ceas'd his vows, and, with difdainfijl air. 
He tum'd to blaft the late exulting fair. 
But vanilh'd, fled to fome more friendly fhore. 
The confcious phantom's beauty pleas'd no more : 
Convinc'd, her fpurious charms of drefs and face 
Ciaim'd a quick conqucft, or a fure difgrace. 
Fantaftic poVr ! whofc tranfient charms allur'd. 
While error's mift the reas'ning mind (jjufcur'd : 
Not fuch the viftrefs, virtue's conftant queeft 
Endur'd the teft of trutli, and dar'd be feen. 
Her bright'ningform and features feem'd to own, 
'Twas all her wilh, her int'reft to be known : 

S 3 And, 



>;,l,ZDdbyG00gle 



[ 262 ] 

And, wfien his lon^g view the fair dectin'J, 
Left a full image of her charms behind. 

Thus reigns the moon, srith furtive fplendorcrovm'd. 
While glooms opprefs us, and thick fliades furround. 
But let the fource of l^t its beams dilplajr, -i 

Languid and fum the mimic flames decay, l 

And ail the fidt-'ning fplendor fades away. J 



The Progress of TASTE: 

OR, 

The Fate of DELICACY. 



A POEM on the Temper and Studies of 
the-AuTHOBj and how great a Miefortune 
it is, for a Man of fmall Eftatc to have 
much Taste. 

PART the FIRST. 

PErhaps fome cloud eclips'd the day. 
When thus I tun'd my penflve lay. 
" The Ihjp is launch'd — we catch the gale-^ 
On life's extended ocean fail : 

For 
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For Kai^inels our courfe we bend. 
Our ardent cry, our general end \ 
Yet aJi! the fcenes which tempt our care 
Are like the fwms difpers'd in air. 
Still dancing near diforder'd eyes ; 
And weakefl: his, who beft defcries' 

Yet let me not my birth-right baner, 
(Fw wilting is the poet's charter } 
All bards have leave to wiih what's wanted, 
Tho*" few e'er found their wilhes granted j 
Extenfive £eld ! where poets pride them 
In finging all that is deny'd them.) 

For humble cafe, ye pow'rs ! I pray; 
That plain warm fuit for ev'ry day ! 
And pleafure, and brocade, beftow ; 
To flaunt it — once a month, or fo. 
The firft for conftant wear we want j 
Thefirft, ye pow'rs! for «ver grant 1 
But conftant wear the lift bcfpatters. 
And turns the tiilue into tatters. 

Where'er my vagrant courfe I bend. 
Let me fecure one faithiul friend. 
Let me, in public fcenes, requeft 
A friend of wit and tafte, well-drels*d : 
And. if I muft not hope fuch favour, 
A friend of wit and tafte, however. 

Alas ! that wifdom ever feuns 
To cong^gate her fcatter'd fons ; 
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Whofe nervous forces, well combin'd, - 
Would win the field, and fway mankind. 
The fool will fqueeze, from mom to night. 
To fix his follies fiill in fight ; 
The note he ftrikes, the plume he ftiews, 
Attraft whole flights of fops and beaux ; 
And kindred-fools, who ne'er had known him, 
Floek at the fign i carefs, and own him. 
But ill-ftar'd fenfe, nor gay nor loOd, 
Steals foft, on tip- toe, thro' the crowd ; 
Conveys his meagre form between •, 
And Hides, like pervious air, unfeen : 
Cofttrafts his known tenuity. 
As though 'twere ev'n a crime, to be : 
Nor ev'n permits his eyes to ftray. 
And win acquaintance in their way. 

In company, fb mean his air. 
You fcarce are confcious he is there : 
Till from fome nook, like fliarpen'd fteel. 
Occurs his face's thin profile. 
Still feeming, from the gazer's eye. 
Like Venus, newly-bath'd, to fly. 
Yet while reludant he difplays 
His real gems before the blaze, 
TJie fool hath, in its center, plac'd 
His tawdry ftock of painted pafl:e. • 
Difus'd to fpeak, he tries his Ikill ; 
Speaks coldly, and fucceeds but ill i 

His 
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His penfive manner, dulnefs deem'd j 
His modefly, referve efteem'd j 
His wit unknown, his learning vain. 
He wins not one of all the trwn. 
And thofe who, mutually known. 
In friendlhip's faireft lift had (hone» 
Leis prone, than pebbles, to unite. 
Retire to fhades from public fight } 
Grow favage, quit their focial nature ; 
And ftarve, to ftudy mutual fatlre. 

But friends, and fav*rites, to ch^tin them, 
Find counties, countries, feas, between them: 
Meet once a year, then part, and then 
Retiring, wiih to meet again. 

Sick of the thought, let me provide 
Some human form to grace my fide ; 
At hand, where'er I (hape my courfe ; 
An ufefu!, pliant, ftalking-horfe \ 

No gefture free from fome grimace i 
No feam, without~1ts«fliare of lace ; 
But, mark'd with gold or filver rither. 
Hint where his coat was piec'd together- 
His legs be lengthen'd, I advife. 
And ftnckings roll'd abridge hb thighs. 
What the* Vandyck had other rules, 
"What had Vakdyck to do with fools ? 
Be nothing wanting, but his mind i 
Before, a folitaire j behind, 
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A nrifted ribbon, like the track 
Which nature gives an als's back. 
Silent, as midnight! pity 'twere 
His wifdom's Sender wealth to ihare i 
And, whilft in Socks our foncies ftray. 
To wifii the poor man's lamb away. 

This A>nn attrading ev*ry eye, 
I ftnrie all unr^rded by : 
This wards the jokes c^ eT*ry kind. 
As an umbrella fun or innd ; 
Or, like a Ipunge, abforbs the faUies, 
And peftilential fumes of malice % 
Or like a fplendid fhield is fit 
To fcreen the templai's randwn wit -, 
Or what fome gentler cit lets fall. 
As wool-packs quafli the leaden ball. 

AUufions theie of weaker force. 
And apter ftill the ftalking-hoHe ! 

O let me wander all unfeen* 
Beneath the fim&ion of his mien t 
As lilies Ibit, as rofes fair I 
Empty as air-pumps drain'd of air ! 
"With fteady eye and pace remark 
The Ipeckled Sock that haunts the park -, * 
Level my pen with wond'rous heed 
At follies, flocking there to feed : 
And, as my latire burlls amain. 
See, feather*d fopp'ry flrcw the phun. 

But 
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But wlien I feek my rural grow. 
And ihare the peaceful haonts I lore, 
I^et none of this unhalkw*d train 
My fweet fcquefter*d paths profeoe. 
.Oft may fome pcdilh'd virtuous friend, 
To diefc foft- winding vales dcfccnd ; 
And, love with me inglorious things. 
And fcom with me the pmnp rf king^ : 
And check me, when my bofom bums 
For ftatues, paintings, coins and urns. 
For I in Damon's pray'r cou'd jran. 
And Damon's wilh might now be mine*— 
But all dilpers'd ! the wilh, the prayV, 
Are driven to miK with common air. 

PART the SECOND. 

HO W happy once was Damon's lot. 
While yet romantic fchemes were not! 
Ere yet he fcnt his weakly eyes. 
To plan frail caftles in the flues ; 
Forfaking pleafures cheap and common. 
To court a blaze, IHll flitting from one. 
Ah happy Damon 1 thrice and more, 
Had tafte ne'er touch'd thy tranquil Ihorc. 

Oh days ! when to a girdle ty'd 
The couples gingled at his fide ■, 
And Damon fwore he wou'd not barter 
The fportfman's girdle, for a garter I 
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Whoever came to kill an hour. 
Found eafy Damon in their pow'r t 
Pure fecial nature all his guide, 
*' Damon had not a gr^ of pride." 

He wilh'd not to elude the fnares 
Which knav'ry plans, and craft prepares i 
But rather wealth to crown their wiles ; 
And win their univerfal fmiles : 
For who are chearful, who at eafe. 
But they who cheat us as they pleafe ? 

He wink'd at many a grofe defign. 
The new-fall'n calf might countermine : 
Thus ev*ry fool allow'd his merit ; 
." Yes ! Damon had a gen'rous fpirJt !" 

A coxcomb's jeft, however vile. 
Was fure, at leaft, of Damon's fmile : 
That coxcomb ne'er deny'd him fenfe ; 
For why ? it prov'd his own pretence ; 
All Qwn'd, were modefly away, 
Damon cou'd ftiine as much as they. 

When wine and folly came in leafon, 
Damon ne'er ihove to fave his reafon ; 
Obnoxious to the mad uproar : 
A fpy upon a hoftile (bore ! 
'Twas this his company endear'd i 
Mirth never came till he appear'd : 
His lodginjgs — cv'ry draw'r cou'd (hew 'em ; 
The Have was kick'd» who did not know 'em. 
Thus 
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Thus Damon, -ftudious of his eafe. 
And pleafuig all, whom mirth cou'd pleafe } 
Defy'd the world, like idle Colliy, 
To (hew a fofter word than folly. 
Sinfce wifdom's gorgon-fiiield was known 
To ftare the gazer into ftone ; 
He chofe to truft in folly's charm. 
To keep his breaft alive and warm. ' 

At length grave learning's fober train 
Remark'd'thc trifler with difdain i 
The fons of tafte contemn'd his ways. 
And rank'd him with the brutes that graze : 
While they to nobler heights afpir'd. 
And grew belov'd, efteem'd, admlr'd. 

Hence with our youth, not void of fpirit. 
His old companions loft their merit ; 
And ev'ry kind well-natur'd fot 
Seem'd a dull play, mthout a plot % 
Where ev'ry yawning gueft agrees, 
The willing creature ftrives to pleafc i 
But temper never could amule ; 
It barely led us to excufc j 
'Twas true, convcrfing, they aver'd. 
All they had feen, or felt, or heard : 
Talents of weight ! for wights like thefc. 
The law might chufe for witneflcs : 
But fure th' attefting dry narration 
lU fuits a judge <^ converfation. 

vnax 

L, ,_ ;i .Cooylc 



C 270 ] 

•What were thar freedoms ? mac cxcufcs 
To vent ill Manners, blows, ind bnu&s. 
Ye£ freedom, gi^aiH freedom ! hafling. 
At form, at form, aicefiant raUing, 
Would tlMy eaaminc each ofieoce. 
Its latent caide, its known pretence, 
PundiUo ne'er was known to breed 'em^ 
So fuse as food proUfic freedom. 
Tbeir courage ^ but a loaded gun ; 
Machiae the wife woii'd wifh to fhun ; 
Its guard xa^aSe, hs lock an ill one. 
Whew accident might fire and kill one. 

In fhorr, difgt^d out of meafiire, 
Thio* much CMQcmpt, and flender pleafure. 
His fenfe c^ dignity returns ; 
With native pride his bo&un bums ; 
He fceks refpefS — but how to gain it ? 
"Wit, fecial mirth, cou'd ne'er obtain it. 
Laughter, how kind ibe'er it feem, 
pilcards, and diffipates eftcem : 
The man who gravely bows, enj<^ it ; 
But Ihaking hands, ac once, deftroys it. 
Precarious plant, which, frefii and gay. 
Shrills at the touch, and fades away ! 

Come then referve I yet from thy train 
Banilh oHitempt, and curft difdain. 
Teach me, he cry'd, thy magic art 
To s£t the decent diAznt part : 

To 
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To hulband well my complaifance. 

Nor let ev'n wu tcx) far advance ; 

But cKufe calm reafon ibr my theme> 

In thele her loyal realms fupreme -, 

And o'er her charms, with cMition ihewn. 

Be ftill a graceful umbrage thrown } 

And each iU>ruptcr period crown'd, 

With nods, and winks, and fmiles prcrifound. 

Tin reicu'd from the crowd beneath» 

No more with piun to move or breathe* 

I rife with head elate, to fhare 

Salubrious draughts of purer air. 

Refpeft is won by grave pretence 

And fdence, furer ev'n than fenfe^— 

*Tis hence the facred grandeur fprings 
Of Eaftem— and of other kings. 
Or whence this awe to virtue due. 
While virtue's diltant as Peru ? 
The fheathleis iword the guard dilplays. 
Which round emits its daazling rays : 
The ftately fort, the tuirets tall, 
PortcuUi&'d gate, and batded wall, 
Lefs fcreens the body, than controuls. 
And wards contempt from royal ibuls. 

The crowns they wear but check the eye. 
Before it fondly pierce too nigh j 
That dazzled crowds m^ be employed 
Around the ftirfece of—the void. 

O! 

D,.;,l,ZDdbyG00gle 



[ 272 ] 

O ! 'tis the ftatefman's craft profound 

To fcatter his amufcmeiits round ; 

To tempt us from their confcious breaft, . 

"Where full-fledg'd "crimes enjoy their neft. 

Nor awes us every worth reveal'd 

So deeply, as each vice conceal'd. 

The lordly log, difpatch'd of yore. 
That the frog-people might adore, . 
With guards to keep them at a distance, 
Hfid reign'd, nor wanted wit's affiftancc : 
Nay — had addrcfies from his nation -, 
In praife of log-adminiftration. 

PART the THIRD. 

THE buoyant fires of youth were o'er, 
And fame and finery pleas'd no more j 
Produftive of that gen'ral ftare. 
Which cool reflection ill can bear 1 
And, crowds commencing mere vexation, 
Retirement fent its invitation. 

Romantic fcenes of pendent hills. 
And verdant vales, and falling nils. 
And mofTy banks the fields adorn, 
W-here Damok, fimplc fwain, was born. 

The dryads rear'd a Ihady grove ; 
Where fuch as think, and fuch as love. 
Might fafcly figh their fummer's day ; 
Or mufe their filcnt hours away. 

The 
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The oreads lik'd the climate well ; 
And taught the level plain to fwell 
In verdant mounds, from whence the eye 
Might all their larger works defcry; 

The naiads pour'd their urns around. 
From nodding rock-s o'er vales profound. 
They form'd their ftreams to pleafe the view. 
And bade them wind, as ferpents do : 
And having ihewn them where to flray, 
Threw little pebbles in their way. 

Thefe fancy, all-fagacious maid, 
Had at their feveral talks furvey'd ; 
5he hvf and fmil'd ; and oft would lead 
Our Damon's foot o'er hill and mead j 
There, with defcriptive finger, trace 
The genuine beauties of the place ; 
And when flie all its charms had fliewn, 
Prefcribe improvements of her own. 

See yonder hill, fo green, fo round. 
Its brow with ambient beeches crown'd ! 
"Twou'd well become thy gentle care 
To raife a dome to Venus there : 
Pleas'd would the nymphs thy zeal furvey ; 
And Venus, in their arms, repay. 
*Twas fuch a ihade, and fuch a nook, 
In fuch a vale, near fuch a brook ; 
From fuch a rocky fragment fpringing ; 
That fam'd Apollo chofe, to fing in. 
Vol. I. T There 
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There let an altar wrought with art 
Engage thy tuneful patron's heart. 
How charming there to mufe and warble 
Beneath his buft of breathing marble ! 
With laurel wreath, and mimic lyre. 
That crown a poet's vaft defire. 
Then, near it, fcoop the vaulted cell 
Where mufic's * charming maids may dwell ; 
Prone to indulge thy tender paffion. 
And make thee many an aflignation. 
Deep in the grove's obfcure retreat 
Be plac'd Minerva's facred feat ; 
There let her awefui turrets rife, 
(Forwifdom flies from Vulgar eyes :) 
There her calm dictates fhalt thou hear 
Diftinftly ftrike thy lift'ning ear : 
And who wou'd fhun the pleafing labour. 
To have Mine RVA for his neighbour?" 

In (bort, fo charm'd each wild fuggeftion, 
Its truth was little call'd in queflion : 
And Damok dreamt he faw the fawns. 
And nymphs, diftinftly, fkim the lawns j 
Now trac'd amid the trees, and then 
Loft in the circling fhades again. 
With leer oblique their lover viewing— 
And Cupid — panting — and purfuing— 
Fancy, enchanting fair, he cry'd, 
Be thou my goddeis ! thou my guide ! 
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For thy bright vifions I defpife 
What foes may think, or friends advJIe. 
The feign'd concern, when folks furvey 
Expence, time, ftudy caft away ; 
The real fpleen, with which they fee : 
I pleafe myfelf, and follow thee. 

Thus glow'd his breaft by fancy warm'd -, 
And thus the fairy landfltip charm'd. 
But moft he hop'd his conftant care 
Might win the favour of the fair ; 
And, wand'ring late thro' yonder glade. 
He thus the foft defign betray'd. 

*' Ye doves ! for whom I rear'd the grove, 
With melting lays falutc my love ! 
My Delia with your notes detain. 
Or I have rear'd the grove in vain ! 
Yc flow'rs ! which early fpring fupplies, 
Difplay at once your brighteft dyes ! 
That the your op'ning charms may fee, 
Or what were elfe your charms to me ? 
Kind zephyr ! brulh each fragrant flow'r. 
And Ihed its odours ipund my bow*r, 
Or ne'er ag^n, O gentle wind ' 
Shall I, in thee, refrefhment find 
Yeftreams, if e'er your banks I lov'd. 
If e'er your native founds improv'd. 
May each foft murmur foothe my fair ; 
Or oh 'twill deepen my defpair ! 

T z J 
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Be fure, ye willows ! you be feen 
Array'd in livelieft robes of green ; 
Or I will tear your flighted boughs. 
And let them fade around my brows. 
And thou, my grott ! whofe lonely bounds 
The melancholy pine furrounds ! 
May flic admire thy peaceful gloom. 
Or thou Ihalt prove her lovcr*s tomb." 

And now the lofiy domes were rear'd ; 
Loud laugh'd the fquires, the rabble ftar'd. 

*' See, neighbours, what our Damok's doing! 
I think fome folks are fond of ruin ! 
T faw his flieep at random ftray — 
But he has thrown his crook away — 
And builds fuch huts as, in foul weather. 
Arc fit for fiieep nor fliepherd neither." 

Whence came the fober fwain mifled ? 
Why, Phoebus put it in his head. 
Phoebus befriends him, we are told; 
And Phoebus coins bright tuns of gold. 
*Twere prudent not to be fo v^ on't : 
I think he'll never touch a grain on*t. 
And if, from Phoebus, and his muft. 
Mere earthly lazinefs enfues ; 
'Tis plain, for aught that I can fay. 
The dev*! infpires, as well as they. 
So they — while fools of groffer kind, 
Lefs weeting what our bard defign'd, 

ImpuK 
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Impute his fchemes to real evil j 
That in thefe haunts he met the devil. 

He own'd, tho' their advice was vain, 
It fuited wights who trod the plain: 
For dulhiefs — the' he might abhor it — 
In them, he made allowance for it. 
Nor wonder'd, if beholding mottos, 
And urns," and domes, and cells, and grottos. 
Folks, little dreaming of the mufes. 
Were plagu'd to guefs their proper ufes. 

But did the mufes haunt his cell ? 
Or in his dome did Venus dwell ? 
Did Pallas in his counfels fliare ? "J 

The Delian god reward his pray'r ? > 

Or did his zeal eng^e the fair ? J 

When all the ftrudtures Ihone compleat j 
Not much convenient, wond'rous neat -, 
Adom'd with gilding, painting, planting. 
And the far guefts alone were wanting ; 
Ah mc i ('twas Damon's own confeflion) 
CamcL^verty, and took pofleffion. 

PART the FOURTH. 

WHY droops my Damon, whilft he roves 
Thro' ornamented meads and groves ? 
Near columns, cbeliflcs, and fpires. 
Which ev'ry critic eye admires ? 

T 3 'Tis 
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'Tis poverty, dctefted maid. 
Sole tenant of their ample Jhade ! 
*Tis Ihe, that robs him of his eafe i 
And bids their very charms dilpleafe. 

But now, by fancy long controul'd. 
And with the fons of tafte enroU'd, 
He deem'd it ihamefiil, to commence 
Firft minifter to common-fenfc : 
Far more elated, to purfue 
The loweft talk of dear vertu. 

And now behold his lofty foul. 
That whilom flew from pole to pole. 
Settle on feme elaborate flow'r ; 
And, like a bee, the fweets devour ! ' | 

Now, of a rofc enamour'd, prove 
The wild folicitudes of love I 
Now, in a lily's cup enftirin'd, 
Forego the commerce of mankind ! 

As in thefe toils he wore away 
The calm remainder of his day; 
Conducing fun, and fhade, and fhow'r, 
As moft might glad the new-born flow'r. 
So fate ordwn'd — before his eye — 
Starts up the long-fought butterfly! 
While flutt'ring round, her plumes unfold 
Celeftial crimfon, dropt with gold. 
Adieu, ye bands of flow'rets fiak ! 
The living beauty claims his care : 

For ' 
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For this he ftrips — nor bolt, nor chain, 
Cou'd Damon's warm purfuit reftrain. 

See him o'er hill, morafs, or mound. 
Where'er the fpeckled game is found, 
Tho' bent with age, with zeal purfue % 
And totter tow'rds the prey in view. 

Nor roclt, nor ftream, his fteps retard. 
Intent upon the bleft reward ! 
One vaflid fly repays the chace ! 
A wing, a film, rewards the race ! 
Rewards him, tho' difeafe attend, 
And in a fatal furfeit, end. 
So fierce Camilla Ikim'd the plain, 
Smit with the purple's pleafing ftain. 
She cy'd intent the glitt'ring ftranger, 
And knew alas ! nor fear, nor danger : 
*Till deep within her panting heart. 
Malicious fate impell'd the dart ! 

How ftudious he what fav'rite food 
Regales dame nature's tiny brood ! 
What junkets fat the filmy people ! 
And what liqueurs th^ chufe to tipple ! 
Behold him, at fome crife, prefcribe, 
And raife with drugs the fick'ning tribe '. 
Or haply, when their fpirits fau'ter. 
Sprinkling my Lord ofCLOVNE's tar-water. 

When nature's brood of infefts dies. 
See how he pimps for am'rous flies ! 

T 4 See 
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Sec him the timely fuccour lend her. 
And help the wantons to engender ! 

Or fee him guard their pr^nant hour ; 
Exert his foft obfl^tric pow'r : 
And, lending each his lenient hand. 
With new-born grubs enrich the land ! 

* O WiLKs ! what poet's loftieft lays 
Can match thy labours, and thy praife ? 
Immortal fage ! by fate decreed 
To guard the moth's illuftrious breed • 
'Till flutt'ring fwarms on fwarms arite. 
And all our wardrobes teem with flies ! 

And muft we praife this tafte for toys ? 
Admire it then in gtrls and boys. 
Ye youths of fifteen years, or more, 
Refign your moths — the feafon's o'er. 
'Tis time more-lbcial joys to prove i 
'Twere now your nobler tafk — ^to love. 
Let • • * * 's eyes more deeply warm j 
Nor, flighting nature's faireft form. 
The biafs of your fouls determine 
Tow'rds the mean love of nature's vermin. 

But ah ! how wond'rous few have known. 
To give each ftage of life its own. 

'Tis the pretexta's utmoft bound. 
With radiant purple edg'd aroiind. 
To pleafe the child ; whofe glowing dyes 
Too long delight maturer eyes : 

And 
• Alluding to Mr, Wilks's very cxpenfive proporiili. 
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And few, but with regret, aiTume 
The plain-wrought labours of the loom. 
Ah ! let not me by fancy fteer. 
When life's autumnal clouds appear ; 
Nor ev'n in learning's long delays 
Confume my £ureft, fruitkfs days : 
Like him, who fhould in amiour fpend 

The fums that armour fhould defend. 
Awhile, in pleafure's myrtle bow*r. 

We ihare her fmiles, and blefs her powV; 

But find at laft, we vainly ftrive 

To fix the worft coquetK alive. 
O you ! that with affiduous ilame 

Have long purfu'd the faithlels dame i 

Forfake her foft abodes awhile, 

And dare her frown, and flight her finile , 

Nor fcorn, whatever wits may fay. 

The foot-path road, the king's high-way. 

No more the fcrup'lous charmer teize, 

But feek the roofs of honeft cafe j 

The rival fair, no more purfu'd. 

Shall there with forward pace intrude j"" 

Shall there her ev'ry are efiay, 

To win you to her flighted fway j 

And grant your fcorn a glance mOire fair 

Than e'er fhe gave your fondeft pray'r. 
But would you happinefs purfue ? 

Partake both eafe, and pleafure too ? 

Would 
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Would you, thro' all your days, difpcnfe 
The j(^s of reaibn, and of fenfe ? 
Or give to life the moft you can. 
Let focUl virtue Jhspe the plan. 
For does not to the virtuous deed 
A train of p!ea£ng fweets fucceed ? 
Or, like the fweets of wild defire. 
Did focial pleafures ever tire ? 

Yet midft the groupe be feme preferr'd, 
fie fome abhorr'd — ^for Damon err'd: 
And fuch there are — of fair addref&— 
As 'twere unfoclal to carefs. 
O learn by reafoti's equal rule. 
To .fliun the praife of knave, or fooH 
Then, tho' you deem it better ftill 
To gain fome niftic 'iquire's good will ; 
And fouls, however mean or vile. 
Like features, brighten by a fmile -, 
Yet reafon holds it for a crime. 
The trivial br«aft fhou'd fliare thy tmie : 
And ratae, with reluAant eyes. 
Beholds this human factif ce ! 

Thro' deep refcrve, and air ereft, 
Miftaken Damon ipon refpedl i 
Butcou'd the fpccious homage pafe, 
"With any creature, but an ais ? 
If confcioBS, they who fear'd the ikin, 
Wou'd fcorn the fluggiih brute within. 

"What 
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"What awe-ftruck flkves die towVs ■enciofe. 

Where Perfian monarchs eat, and doze ? 

What proftrate rev'rence all agree. 

To pay a prince they never fee ! 

Mere vaflals of a rt^al throne • S ' 

The fophi's -virtues muft be fhewn, i 

To make the reverence his own. J 

As for Thalia — wouldft thou make her 
Thy bride without a portion ?— tafceAer. 
She will with duteous care attend. 
And all thy penfive hours befriend i 
Will iwell thy joys, will Ihare thy pain j 
With thee rejoice, with thee complain ; 
Will fmooth thy pillow, pleat thy bow*rs ; 
And bind thine aching head with flow'rs. 
But be this previous maxim known. 
If thou canft feed on love alone : 
If bleft with her, thou canft fuftain 
Contempt, and poverty, and pain : 
If fo— then rifle all her graces — 
And fruitful be your fond embraces. 

Too foon, by caitifF-fpIeen inlpir'd» 
Sage Damon to his groves retir'd : 
The path difclaim'd by fober reafon i 
Retirement cldms a later feafon ; 
Ere aaive youth and warm defires 
Have quite withdrawn their ling'ring fires. 
With the warm bofom, ill agree. 
Or limpid ftream, or Ihady tree. 

Love 
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Love lurks within the rofy bow*r. 
And clMtns the ipeculative hour ; 
Ambidon finds his calm retreat. 
And bids his puUe too fiercely beat ■, 
Ev'n focial fnendihip duns his ear. 
And cites Him to the public fphere. 
Does he refill their genuine force P 
His temper takes fome froward courfe i 
Till paOion, mifdireded, fighs 
For weeds, or Ihells, or grubs, or files ! 

Far happieft he, whofe early days 
Spent in the focial paths of pr^e. 
Leave, i^ly printed on his mind, 
A train cf virtuous deeds behind : 
From this rich fund, the mem'ry draws 
The lafting meed of felf-applaufe. 

Such fair ideas lend their aid 
To people the fequefter*d Ihade. 
Such are the naiads, nymphs, and fawns. 
That haunt his floods, or cheat his lawns. 
If where his devious ramble Itrays, 
He virtue's radiant form furveys j 
She feems no longer now to wear 
The rigid mien, the frown fevere 1* 
To fliew him her remote abode ■, 
To point the rocky arduous road : 
But from each flower, his fields allow. 
She twines a garland for his brow. 

The 
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OECONOMY, 

A RHAPSODY, addreffed <o young Poets. 

Infartis ; omnes gelidis qtticunque laeemis 

Sunt libit Nafones Virgiliofque vides. Mart. 

PART THE FIRST. 

TO you, ye bards ! whofe lavilh breaft requires 
This monitory lay, the ftrains belong ; 
Nor think fome mifcr vents his fkpient few. 
Or Ibme dull cit unfeeling of the charms 
That tempt profofion, fings ; *hile friendly zeal. 
To guard from fatal ills the tribe he loves, 
Infpires the mcaneft of the mufe's train ! 
Like you I loath the groveling progeny, 
"Whofe wily arts, by creeping time matur*d. 
Advance them high on pow'r's tyrannic throne : 
To lord it there in gorgeous ufeleisnefs, 
And fpurn fuccefslefs worth that pines below ! 

See the rich churl, amid the focial fons 
Of wine and wit, regaling! harkhejoins 
In the free jell delighted ! feems to fliew 
A meliorated heart ! he laughs ! he fings ! 
Songs of gay import, madrigals of glee. 

And 
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And drunken anthems fet agape the board. 
Like *Demea, in the play, benign and mild. 
And pourk^ forth benevolence of foul, 
Till Micio wonders : or, in Shakespear's line, 
Obftrep'rous filence ; drowning Shallow's voice. 
And ftartling Falstaff, and his mad compeers. 

He owns 'tis prudence, ever and anon. 
To fmooth his careful brow ; to let his purfe 
Ope to a fix-pcnce's diameter ! 
He likes our ways ; he owns the ways of wit 
Are way&of pleafaunce, and deferve regard. 
True, we are dainty good fociety. 
But what art thou ? alas ! confider well» 
Thou banc of fqcial pleafure, know thyfelf. 
Thy fell approach, like fome invafive damp 
Breath'd thro' the pores of earth from Stygian caves, 
Deftroys the lamp of mirth ■, the lamp which we 
Its fiamens boaft to guard, we know not how ; 
But at thy fight the fading flame aflumes 
A ghaftly blue, and in a ftench expires. 

True, thou feem'ft charig'di all fainted, all enlky'd; 
The trembling tears that charge thy melting eyes 
Say thou art honeft ; and of gentle kind. 
But all is falfe I an intermitting figh 
Condemns each hour, each moment giv'n to fmiles. 
And deems ihofe only loft, thou doft not bfe. 
Ev'n for a demi-groat, this open'd foul. 
This boon companion, this elaftic bread 
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Revibratcs quick ; and fends the tuneful tongue 
To lavilh mufic on the rugged walls 
Of fome dark dungeon. Hence tkou caitiff, fly ! 
Touch not my glais, nor drain my facred bowl, 
Monfter, ingrate ! beneath one common (ky 
"Why fliould'ft thou breathe-, beneath one common nxf 
Thou ne'er Ihalt harbour ; nor my litde boat 
Receive a foul with crimes to prefs it down. 
Go to thy bags, thou recreant ! hourly go. 
And gazing there, bid them be wit, be mirth. 
Be converfation. Not a face that fmiies 
Admit thy prefence ! not a foul that glows 
With focial purport, bid or ev'n or morn 
Inveft thee happy ! but when life declines, 
, May thy fure heirs ftand titt'ring round thy bed. 
And ulh'ring in their fev'rites, burfl: thy locks. 
And lill their laps with gold -, tiU want and care 
With joy depart, and cry, " We aik no more," 

Ah never never may th' harmonious mind 
Endure the worldly ! poets ever kind, — 
Guilelefs, diftruftlefs, fcorn the treafur'd gold. 
And fpurn the mifer, fpurnhis deity, 
Ballanc'd with friendfhip, in the poet's eye 
The rival fcale of intereft kicks the beam, 
Than lightning fwifter. From his cavern'd ftorc 
The fordid foul, with felf-applaufe, remarks 
. The kind propenfity j remarks and fmiies. 
And hies with impious hafte to fpread the fnare. 
Him we deride, and in our comic fcenes 

Con- 
I ,. ;i , Google 



[288 ] 

Contemn the niggard form Moliere has drawn. 
We loath with juffice ; but alas the pain 
To bow the knee before this calf of gold ; 
Implore his envious aid, and meet his frown ! 

But 'tis not Gomez, 'tis not he whofc heart 
Is crufted o'er with drofs, whofe callous mind 
Is fenfelels as his gold, the flighted mufe 
Intenfely ioaths. 'Tis fure no equal taflc 
To pardon him, who lavilhes his wealth 
On racer, fox-hound, hawk or fpaniel, all 
But human merit ; who with gold elTays 
All, but the nobleft pleafure, to remove 
The wants of genius, and its fmiles enjoy. 

But you, ye tided youths ! whofe nobler zeal 
Would bumilh o'er your coronets with fame j 
Who liften pleas'd when poet tunes his lay ; 
Permit him not, in diflant folitudes. 
To pine, to languilh out the fleeting hours 
Of aSXvc youth ! then virtue pants for praife. 
That feafon unadorn'd, the carelefs bard 
Quits your worn threlhold, and like honeft Gay 
Contemns the niggard boon ye time fo ill. 
Your favours then, like trophies giv'n the tomb, 
Th'enfranchis'd fpirit foaring not perceives. 
Or fcoms perceiv'd j and execrates the fmile 
Which bade his vig'rous bloom, to treacherous hopes 
And fervile cares a prey, expire in vain ! — 

Two lawlefs pow'rs, engag'd by mutual hate 
In endlefs war, beneath their flags enroll 

The 
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The vaflal world. This avarice is nam'd, 

I'hat luxury ; *ds true thdr partial friends 

Aflign them fofter names ; ufurpers both I 

That {hare by dint of arms the legal throne 

Of juft OEConomy •, yet both betray'd 

By fragdful minifters. The niggard chief 

Lift'ning to want, all faithlefs, and prepar'd 

To join each moment in his rival's train. 

His conduft models by the ncedleft fears 

The flave infpires ; while luxury, a chief 

Of ampleft faith, to plenty's rule refigns 

His whole campaign. 'Tis plenty's flatt'ring founds 

Engrofs his ear ; 'tis plenty's fmiling form 

Moves ftill before his eye. Difcretion ftrives. 

But ftrives in vain, to baniftj from the throne 

The perjur'd minion. He, fecure of ftuft. 

With latent malice to the hoftile camp 

Day, night, and hour, his monarch's wealth conveys.' 

Ye tow'ring minds ! ye fublimated fouls ! 
Who carelefe of your fortunes, feal and fign. 
Set, let, contraft, acquit, with eafier mien 
Than fops take fnuff! whofe ceconomic care 
Your green-filk purfe engrofles ! eafy, pleas'd. 
To fee gold fparkle thro' the fubrie folds i 
Lovely, as when th' Hefperian fruit^e finil'd 
Amid the verd'rous grove ! who fondly hope 
Spontaneous harvefts ! harvefl^ all the year ! 
Who fcatter wealth, as the' the radiant crop 
Glitter'd on ev'ry bough ; an.d.cv'ry bough 
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Like that the Trojan gather'd, onCe avuls'd 
Were by a fpkndid liicceilbr fuppl/d 
Inftant* fpontaneous I Uften to my lays. 
For 'tis not fools, whate'er proverbial phrafe 
Have long decreed, that quit with greateft eafc 
The treafur*d gold. Of words indeed pn^fe. 
Of gold tenacious, their torpefcent foul 
Clenches their coin, and what eledral fire 
Shall folve the frofly gripe, and bid it flow ? 
*Tis genius, fancy, that to wild expence 
Of health ! of treafure ! IHmulates the foul : 
Thefe, with offidous care, and fatal art. 
Improve the vinous flavour ; thefe the finile 
Of Cloe f(^n ; thefe the glare of drels 
Illume i the glitt'ring chariM gild anew. 
And add ftrange wifdom to the ftirs of pow'r. 

Alas ! that he, amid the race of men. 
That he, who thinks of pureft gold with {com^' 
Shou'd with unfated appetice demand. 
And vainly court the pleafure it procures ! 
When fancy's vivid fpark impels the foul 
To fcorn quotidian fcenes, to fpurn the blils . 
Of vulgar minds, what noflrum ihall compofp 
Its i^tal tenfion ? in what lonely vale 
Of balmy mcd'cine's various field, afpires 
The bleft refrigerent ? Vain, ah vain the hopt 
Of future peace, this orgafin uncontroul'd! 
Impatient, hence, of all, the fiiigal mind 
Requires ; . to eat, to drink, to Qeep, to fill 
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A cheft with gold, the fprightly breaft demands 
IncefTant rapture ; life, a tedious load 
Deny'd its continuity of joy. 
But whenceobtan? philofophy requires 
No lavifli coft i to crown its utmoft pray*r 
Suffice the root-built cell, the fimple fleece. 
The juicy viand, and the cryftal ftream. 
Ev'n mild ftupidity rewards her train 
With cheap contentment. Tafte alone requires 
Elntire profufion ! Days and nights and hours 
Thy voice, hydropic fancy ! calls aloud 
For coftly draiights, inundant bowls of joy. 
Rivers of rich regalement ! feas of.blifs ! 
Seas without Ihore ! infinity of fweets ! 

And yet, unlefs fage reafon join her hand 
In pleafure's purchafe, pleafure is unfure : 
And yet, unlefs ceconomy's confent 
Legitimate expcnce, fome gracelefs mark, 
Some fymptom ill-oanceal'd, ihall, foon or late, 
Burft like a pimple from the vicious tide 
Of acid blood, proclaiming wait's difeafe, 
Amidft the bloom of fliew. The fcanty ftream 
Slow-loitering in its channel, feems to vie 
With Vaga's depth ; but fliould the fcdgy poVr 
Vain-glorious empty his penurious um 
O'er the roi^h rock, how miift his felbw-ftreams 
Deride the tinklings of the boafttve rill ! 

I not afpire to mark the dubious path 
That leads to wealth, to poet^ mark'd in vm ! 
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But CTt felf-flattcry foothe the vivid bredt 
With dreams of fortune near ally*d to fame, 
Refleft how few, who charm'd the lift'ning ear 
Of fatrap or of king, her fmiies enjo/d ! 
Confider well, what meagre alms repay*d 
The great ,Mxonian, fire of tuneful long. 
And prototype of all that foar*d fublime. 
And left dull cares below ; what griefs impcU'd 
The modeft bard of leam'd Eliza's reign 
To fwell-with tears his Mulla's parent ftream. 
And mourn aloud the pang "to ride, to run. 
To fpend, to gi^^, to want, to be undone." 
Why fliou'd 1 tell trf" Cowley's penfive mufe 
Belov'd in vain ? too copious is my theme ! 
Which of your boafted race might hope reward 
Like loyal Butler, when the lib'ral Charles, 
The judge of wit, perus'd the fprighdy page 
Triumphant o'er his foes ? Believe not hope. 
The poet's parafite i but learn alone 
To fpare the fcanty boon the &tes decree. 
Poet and rich ! 'tis folecifm extreme ! 
'Tis heighten'd contradiftion ! in his frame. 
In ev'ry nerve and fibre of his foul. 
The latent feeds and principles of want 
Has nature wove ; and fate confirm'd the clue. 

Nor yet defpair to fhun the ruder gripe 
Of penury ; with nice precifion learn 
A dollar's value. Foremoft in the page 
That, marks th' ejqience of each revolving year. 

Place 
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Place inattention. When the lufl: of praife. 
Or honour's falfe idea, tempts thy foul- 
To flight frugality, aflure thine heart 
That danger's near. This perilhable coin 
Is no vain ore. It is thy liberty, 
It fetters mifers, but it muft alone 
Enfranchife thee. The world, the cJt-like world 
Bids thee beware j thy little craft eflay ; 
Nor, pidling wich a tea-fpoon's flender form. 
See with foup-ladles devils gourmandize. 

CEconomy ! thou good old-aunt ! whole mien 
Furrow'd with age and care the wife adore, 
The wits contemn ! refcrving ftitl thy ftores 
To chear thy friends at laft ! why with the cit. 
Or booklefs churl, with each ignoble name, 
Each earthly nature, deign'ft thou to refide ? 
And fhunning all, who by thy favours crown'd 
Might glad the world, to feek fome vulgar mind 
Infpiring pride, and felfilh Ihapes of ill ? 

Why with the old, infirm, and impotent. 
And childleftj love to dwell, yet leave the breall 
Of youth, unwarn'd, unguided, uninform'd ? 
Of yomh, to whom thy monitory voice 
Were doubly kind ? for fure to youthful eyes, 
(How Ihort foe'er it prove) the road of life 
Appears protrafted ; fair on either fide 
The loves, the graces play, on fortune's child 
Profufely fmiling ; well might youth eflay 
The frugal plan, the lucrative employ, 

U 3 Source 



ogle 



[ 294 ] 

Source of their favour alt the livelong day. 
But fate aflcnts not. Age alone contrafb 
His meagre palm, to clench the tempting bane 
Of all his peace, the glitt'ring feeds of care ! 

O that the mufe's voice might pierce the ear 
Of gen'rous youth !■ for youth dcferves her fong. 
Youth is fair virtue's feafon, virtue then 
Requires the pruner's hand ; the fequcnt ftage. 
It barely vegetates ; nor long the fpace 
Ere robb'd of warmth its arid trunk difplay 
Fell winter's total reign. O lovely fourcc 
Of gen'rous foibles, youth ! when op'ning minds 
Are honeft as the Ught, lucid as air. 
As folfring breezes kind, as linnets gay. 
Tender as buds, and lavifh as the fpring ! 
Yet haplefs ftate of man ! his earlieft youth 
Cozens itfelf ; his age defrauds mankind. 

Nor deem it ftrange that rolling years abrade 
The focial bia6. Life's extenfive page 
"What does it but unfold repeated proofs 
Of gold's omnipotence ? With patriots, friends, 
Sick'ning beneath its ray, enervate fome. 
And others dead, whofe putrid name exhales 
A noifome fccnt, the bulky volume teems. 
With kinfmen, brothers, fons, moift'ning the Ihroud, 
Or honouring the grave, with fpecious grief 
Of Ihort duration i foon in fortune's beams 
Alert, and wond'rlng at the tears they ded, 
' But who ftiall fave by tame prolaic ftrain 

That 
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That glowing breaft, where wit with youth confpires 
To fweeten luxury ? The fearful mufe 
Shall yet proceed, tho' by the fainteft gleam 
Of hope infpir'd, to warn the train flie loves. 

P A R T THE S E C O N D. 

IN feme darfc feafon, when the mifty ftiow'r 
Obfcures the fun, and faddens all the iky ■, 
"When linnets drop the wing, nor grove nor flream 
Invites thee forth, to fport thy drooping mufe •, 
Seize the dull hour, nor with regret aflign 
To worldly prudence. She nor nice nor coy 
Accepts the tribute of a joylefs day -, . 
She fmiles weR-pleas'd, when wit and mirth recede. 
And not a grace, and not a mufe will hear. 
Then, from majeftic Maro's awcful ftrain. 
Or tow'ring Homer, let thine eye defcend 
To trace, with patient induftry, the page 
Of income and expence. And oh ! beware. 
Thy breaft, felf-flatt'ring, place no courtly fmile. 
No golden promife of your faithlefs mufe, 
Nor latent mine which fortune's hand may ftiew. 
Amid thy folid ftore. The firen's fong 
Wrecks not the lift* ning failor, half fo fure. 
See by what avenues, what devious paths, 
The foot of want, detcfted, ftcais along. 
And bars each fatal pafs. Som? few Ihort hours 
Of punftual care, the refufe of thy year 
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On frugal fchemes cmploy'd, (hall give the mufe 
To fing intrepid many a chearful day. 

But if too foort before the tepid gales 
Thy relblution melt } and ardeitt vows 
In wary hours prcferr'd or dye forgot. 
Or fecm the forc'd effeft of hazy ikies ; 
Then, ere furprize, by whofe impetuous rage 
The mafly fort, with which thy gentler breaft 
1 not compare, is won, theXong proceeds. 

Know too by nature's undiminilh'd law. 
Throughout her realms obcy'd, the various parts 
Of deep creation, atoms, fyftems, all ! 
Attraft and are attrafted ; nor prevails the law 
Alone in matter ; foul alike with foul 
Afpires to join j nor yet in foub alone, 
Jn each idea it imbibes, is found 
The kind propenficy. And when they meet. 
And grow familiar, varbus tho' their tribe. 
Their tempers various, vow perpetual faith : 
That, ihou'd the world's disjointed frame once tnore 
To chaos yield the fway, amid the wreck 
Their union Ihou'd furvive ; with Roman warmth. 
By facred hofpitablc laws endear'd, 
Shou'd each idea recolle£t its friend. 

Here then we fix[ oij this perennial bafe 
Ercfl: thy fafety, anddefy the ftorm. 
l^t foft prOfuiion's fair idea join 
Her hand with poverty ; nor here defift. 
Till, o'er the groupe that forms their various train 
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Thou fing loud hymeneals. Let the pride 
Of outward Ihew in lafting leagues combine 
With fliame thread-bare -, the gay vermilion face 
Of rafli intemp'rance, be difcrcetly pwr'd 
With fallow hunger ; the licentious joy. 
With mean dependence j ev*n the dear delight 
Of Iculpture, paint, intaglio's, books, and coins* 
Thy breaft, fagacious prudence ! ftiall conncft 
With filth and beggary ; nor difdain to link 
With black infolvency. Thy foul alarm'd 
Shall ihun the fircn's voice ■, nor boldly dare 
To bid the foft enchantrefs iharc thy breaft. 
With fuch a train of horrid fiends conjoin'd. 

Nor think, ye fordid race ! ye groveling minds ! 
I frame the fong for you ! for you, the mufe 
Cou'd other rul« impart. The friendly ftrain 
For geni;ler bofoms plan'd, to yours wou*d prove 
, The juice of lurid aconite, exceed 
Whatever Colchos bore ; and in your breaft 
Companion, love, and friendJhip all deftroy 1 

It gready Ihall avail,, if e'er thy ftores 
Increafe apace, by periodic days 
Of annual payment, or thy patron's boon. 
The lean reward of grols unbounded praifc ! 
It much avails, to feize the prefent hour. 
And, undeliberating, call around 
Thy hungry creditors -, their horrid r^e 
When once appeas'd, the fmall remaining ftorc 
Shall rife in weight tenfold, in luftre rife. 

As 
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As gold improv'd by many a fierce afiay. 
Tis thus the frugal hulbandman diredh 
His narrow fircani, if o'er its wonted banks 
By fudden rains impell'd, it proudly fwell ; 
His timely hand thro' better tracks conveys - 
1 he quick-dcCTcafing tide i ere borne along . 
Or thro' the wild morafs, or cultur'd field. 
Or bladed grafs mature, or ban^n fands. 
It flow deftrudtive, or it flow in vain \ 
But hzppieft he who fan£tifies expence 
By preftntpay ! who fubjefts not his feme 
To tradefmen's varlets, nor bequeaths his name. 
His honour'd name, to deck the vulgar page 
Of bafe mechanic, fordid, unfincere ! 
There haply, while thy mufe fublimely foars 
Beyond this earthly fphere, in heav*n*s abodes. 
And dreams of ne£tar and ambrofial fweets. 
Thy growing debt fteals unr^arded o'er 
The punAual record ; till nor Phobbus felf—- • 
Nor {igc Minerva's art can aught avail 
To foothe the ruihlefs dun's detefted rage. 
Frantic and fell, with many a curfe proiane 
He loads the gentle mufe ; then hurls thee down 
To want, remorfe, captivity and fhame» 

Each public place, the glitt*ring haunts of mcn» 
With horror fly. "Why loiter near thy bane ?— : 
Why fondly linger on a hoftile fliore 
Difarm'd, defenceleis ? why require to tread 
The precipice ? or why algs to breathe 
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A mbment's fpace, where cv'ry breeze is death ? 

Death to thy future peace ! Away, collcft 

Thy diflipated mind ; contract thy train 

Of wild ideas o'er the flow'ry fields 

Of Ihew diHiis'd, and fpeed to iafer climes. 

CEconomy prcfents her giafs, accept 

The faithful mirror ; powerful to dlfclofe 

A thoufand forms, unfeen by carelefs eyes. 

That plot thy fate. Temptation in a robe 

Of Tyrian dye, with every fweet perfum'd, 

Befets thy fenfe -, extortion follows clofe 

Her wanton ftep ; and ruin brings the rear^ 

Thefe and the reft Ihall her myfterioiis gla£s 

Embody to thy view ; like Venus, kind. 

When to her lab'ring fon, the vengeful pow'rs 

That ui^'d -the fall of Ilium, Ihe difplay'd. 

He, not imprudent, at the fight dedin'd 

Th* incqual confiidt, and decreed to raife 

The Trojan welfare on feme happier fhore. 

For here to drwn thy fwcUing purfe await 

A thoufand arts, a thoufand frauds attend, 

" The cloud-wrought canes, the gorgeous fiiuff-boxes^ 

The twinkling jewels, and the gold etwee, 

With all its bright inhabitants, ihall wafte 

Its melung ftores, and in the dreary void 

Leave not a doit behind." Ere yet exhauft 

Its flimfy folds offend thy penfive cye» 

Away ! embofom'd deep in diltant ftiades. 

Nor fcen nor feeing, thou may'ft vent thy fcorn 
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Of lace, embroidery, purple, gems, and gold ! 
There of the fardcd fop, and effenc'd beau, 
Ferocious with a ftoic's frown, difclofe 
Thy manly fcorn, averfc to tinfel pomp ; 
And fluent thine harangue. But can thy foul 
Deny thy limbs the radiant grace of drefs. 
Where drefs is merit ! where thy graver friend 
Shall wiih thee burnilh'd ! where the fprighdy fair 
Demand embcUifliment ! ev'n Delia's eye. 
As in a garden, roves, of hues alone 
Inquirent, curious ? Fly the curft domain j 
Thcfe are the realms of luxury and (hew, 
No claflic foil, away ! the bloomy fpring 
Attracts thee hence j the waning autumn warns j 
Fly to thy native (hades, and dread ev'n there. 
Left bufy fancy tempt diy narrow ftate • 
beyond its bounds. Obferve Florelio's mien. 
Why treads my friend with melancholy ftep 
That beauteous lawn ? why pcnfive ftrays his eye 
O'er ftatues, grottos, urns by critic art 
Proportion'd feir ? or fiism his lofty dome 
Bright glittering thro' the grove, returns his eye 
Unpleas'd, difconfokte ? And is it love, 
Difaftrous love, that robs the finifti'd fcenes 
Of all their beauty ? ccnt'ring all in her 
His foul adores ? or from a blacker caufe 
Springs this remorfeful gloom ? is confcious guilt 
The latent fourcc of more than love's defpair ? 
It cannct be within that polilh'd breaft 
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Where fcience dwells, that guUt ftiou'd harbour there. 

No ! 'tis the fad furvey of prefent want. 

And paft profiifion ! Loft to him the fweets 

Of yon pavilion, fraught with ev'ry charm 

For other eyes ; or, if remaining, proofs 

Of criminal expence ! Sweet interchange 

Of river, valley, mountain, woods, and plains ! 

How gladfome once he rang'd your native turf, 

Your fimple fcenes, how raptur'd ! ere expence 

Had lavifh'd thoufand ornaments, and taught 

Convenience to perplex him, art to pall. 

Pomp to dejcft, and beauty to difpleafe. 

Oh !. for a foul to all the glare of wealth. 
To fortune's wide exhauftlefs treafury. 
Nobly fupcrior ! but let caution guide 
-The coy difpofal of the wealth we fcorn, 
And prudence be our almoner ! Alas ! 
The pilgrim wand'ring o'er fome diftant clime. 
Sworn foe of av'rice ! not difdains to learn 
Its coin's imputed worth ; the deftin'd means 
To fmoothe his pafiage to the favour'd flirine. 
Ah let not us, who tread this ftranger-world, 
Let none, who fojourn on the realms of life, 
-Foi^et the land is merc'nary ; nor wafte 
His fare, ere landed on no venal fhore. 

Let never, bard confult PalladIo's rules; 
Let never bard, O Burlington ! furvey 
Thy learned art, in Chiswick's dome difplay*di 
Dang'rous incentive ! rlor with, ling'ring eye 
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Survey the window Venice calls her own. 
Better for him, with no ingrateful mule. 
To fing a requiem to that gentle foul 
"Who plan'd the iky-light ; which to lavifh bards 
Conveys alone the pure etherial ray. ' 
For garrets him, and fqualid walk await, 
Unlefe,' pref^eful, from this friendly ftrain. 
He glean advice, and fhun the fcribler's doom. 

P A R T THE T H I R D. 

YET once again, and to thy doubtful fate 
The trembling mufe configns thee. Ere contempt. 
Or want's empoifon'd arrow, ridicule. 
Transfix thy weak unguarded brcaft, behold ! 
The poet's roofs, the carelels poet's, his 
Who fcorns advice, ihall clofe my ferious lay. 

When Gulliver, now great, now little deem'd. 
The play-thing of comiiiarifon, arriv'd 
"Where learned bolbms thrir aerial fchemes 
Projefted, ftudious of the public weal % 
Mid thefe, one fubtier artift he defcr/d, 
\yho cherilh'd in his dufty tenement 
The fpider's web, injurious, to fupplant 
Fair Albion's fleeces ! Never, never may 
Our monarch on fuch &tal purpofe fmile, . 
And irritate Minerva's beggar'd fens 
The Melksham weavers ' Here in ev'ry nook 
Their wefts they fptm i here rcvell'd uncontrbul'd* 
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And, like the flags from Westminster's high roof 
Dependent, here their flutto-ing textures wav'd. 
Such, fo adorn'd, the cell I mean to fing I 
Cell ever fqualid ! where the fnecrful maid 
Will not fatigue her hand ! hroom never comes. 
That comes to all ! o'er whofe qui^fcent walls 
Arachne's unmolefted care has drawn 
CurtMns fubfulk, and fave th' expence of art. 

Survey thofc walls, in fady texture clad. 
Where wand'ring fnails in many a flimy path. 
Free, unreftrain'd, their various journeys crawl; 
Peregrinations Itrange, and labyrinths 
Confiis'd inextricable ! fuch the <;lue 
Of Cretan Ariadke ne'er explain'd ! 
Hooks! angles! crooks! and involutions wild 1 
Mean time, thus filver'd with meanders gay 
In mimic pride the fiiail-wrought tiflue fhines. 
Perchance of tabby, orofaretine. 
Not ill expreflive ! fuch the pow*r of fnails ! 

Behold his chair, whofc fradlur'd feat inRrm 
An i^d cuihionhides ! replete with duft , 
The foliag'd velvet j pleafmg co the eye 
Of great Eliza's reign, but now the fnare 
Of weary gueft that on the fpecious bed 
Sits down confiding. Ah ! dilaftrous wight ! 
In evil hour and ralhly doft thou truft 
The fraudful couch ! for tho' in velvet cas'd. 
Thy fated thigh Ihall kils the dufty floor. 
The trav'ler thus, that o'er Hib^nian plains 
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Hath fliap'd his way ; on beds profuTe of How'rs, 

Cowflip, or primrofe, or the circ'lar eye 

Of daiHe fiur, decrees to baflc fupine. 

And fee ! delighted, down he drops, fecure 

Of fwcet refrefhmcnt, eafe without annoy. 

Or lufcious noon-day nap. Ah much deceiv'd. 

Much fuflfring pilgrim ! thou nor noon-day nap. 

Nor fweet repofe (halt find ; the falfe morafs 

In quiv'ring undulations yields beneath 

Thy burden, in the miry gulph enclos'd ! 

And who would truft appearance ? call thine eye 

Where 'mid machines of hct'rogeneous form 

His coat depends ; alas ! his only coat, 

Eldeft of things ! and naplefs, as an heath 

Of fipall extent by fleecy myriads graz'd. 

Not difTrcnt have I feen in dreary vault 

Difplay'd, a coffin ; on each fable fide 

The texture unmolefted feems entire. 

Fraudful, when touch'd it glides to duft away ! 

And leaves the wond'ring fwain to gape, to ftare. 

And with expreffive Ihrug, and piteous figh. 

Declare the fatal force of rolling years. 

Or dire extent of frajl mortality. 

This aged vefture, fcom of gazing beaux. 

And formal cits, (themfelves too haply fcorn'd) ■ 

Both on its fleeve and on its Ikirt, retains 

Full many a pin wide-fparkling : for, if e'er 

Their well-known creft met his delighted eye, " 

Tho' wrapt in thought, commercing wjth the iky. 
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He, gefttly ftooping, fcorn'd not to upraife. 

And on each fleeve, as confcious of their ufe. 

Indenting fix them -, nor, when arm'd with thefe. 

The cure of rents and reparations dire. 

And chafms enormous, did he view difmay'd 

Hedge, bramble, thicket, bufh, portending htc 

To breeches, coat and hofe ! had any wight 

Of vulgar Ikill, the tender texture own'd ; 

But gave his mind to form a fonnet quaint 

Of Silvia's ftioe-ftring, or of Cloe's fan. 

Or fweetly-falhion'd tip of Cilia's ear. 

Alas! by frequent ufe decays the force ) 

Of mortal arc 1 the cefraftory robe 

Eludes the taylor's art, eludes his own ; 

How potent once, in union quaint conjoin'd'! 

See near his bed (his bed too falfely call'd 
The place of reft, while it a bard fuftains ; 
Pale, meagre, mufe-rid wight ! who reads in van 
Narcotic volumes o'er) his candleftick, ' 
Radiant machine, when from the plaftic hand 
Of MuLciBER, the may'r of Birmikgham, 
The engine iffu'd ; now alas difguis'd 
By many an unftuous tide, that wand'ring down 
Its fides congeal ; what he, perhaps, eflays 
With humour forc'd, and ill-diflembled fmile. 
Idly to liken to the poplar's trunk 
When o'er its bark the lucid amber, wound 
In many a pleafing fold, incrufts the tree. 
Or fuits him more the winter's cand/d thorn, 
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"When from each branch, anneal'd, the works of froft 
Pervafive, radiant ificles depend ? 

How fliaH I fing the various ill that waits 
The careful fonneteer ? or who can paint 
The ftiifts enormous, that in vain he forms 
To patch his panelefs window ; to cement 
His batter'd tea pot, ill-retentive vafe ? 
To war with ruin ? anxious to conceal 
Want's fell appearance, of the real ill 
Nor foe, nor fearful. Ruin unforefeen 
Invades his chatties ; ruin will invade ; 
Will claim his whole invention to repair. 
Nor, of the gift, for 'tuneful ends defign'd. 
Allow one part to decorate his fong. 
While ridicule, with ever-pmnting hand 
Confcious of ev'ry fliift, of ev'ry Ihift 
Indicative, his inmoft plot betrays. 
Points to the nook, which he his ftudy deemi 
Pompous and yain ! for thus he might efteein 
His cheft, a wardrobe ; purfe, a treafurjr -, 
And fttews, to crown her full difplay, himfelfl 
One whom the powr's above, in place of healtl^. 
And wonted vigour j of paternal cot. 
Or little farm ; of bag, or fcrip, or ftafF, 
Cup, difi), fpoon, plate, or worldly utcnfil, 
A poet fram'd -, yet fram'd not to repine. 
And wifti the cobler's loftiefl; file his own -, 
Nor, partial as they feem, upbraid the fates, 
,Who to the humbler mechanifnv joia'd 
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Goods fo fuperior, fuch exalted blifs ! 

See with what feeming eafe, what labour'd peace 
He, haplefs hypocrite ! refines hb nail, 
His chief amufement ! then how feign'd, how forc'd. 
That care-defying fonnet, which implies 
His debts difcharg'd, and he of half a crown 
In full pofleffion, uncontefted right 
And property ! Yet ah ! whoe'er this As^ght 
Admiring view, if fuch there be, diftruft 
The vain pretence ; the fmiles that harbour griei> 
As lurks the ferpent deep in flow'rs ertwreath'd. 
Forewarn'd, be frugal ; or with prudent rage 
Thy pen demolilh ; chufe the truftier flail. 
And blefs thofe labours which the choice infpir'd. 
But if thou view'ft a vulgM- mind, a wight 
Of common fenfe, who feeks.no brighter name. 
Him envy, him admire, him, from thy breaft, 
Prefcient of future dignities, falute 
Sheriff, or may'r, in comfortable fiirs 
Enwrapt, fecure : nor yet the laureat's crown 
In thought exclude him ! He perchance fliall rife 
To nobler heights than forefiglit can decree. 

"When fir'd with wrath, for his intrigues difplay'd 
In many an idle fong, Satumian Jove 
Vow'd fure deftruftion to the tuneful race ; 
Appeas'd by fuppliant Phoebus, " Bards, he faid. 
Henceforth of plenty, wealth, and pomp debarr'd. 
But fed by frugal cafes, might wear the bay 
Secure of thunder." — Low the Delian bow'd, 
i^or at th' invidious favour dar'd repine. 
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The Ruin'd ABBY; 

■ OR, 

The Effects of SUPERSTITION. 

AT length fair peace with olive crown'd rcg^ns 
Her lawful throne, and to the lacrcd haunts 
Of wood or fount the fr^hted inufe returns. 

Happy the bard, who, from his native hills, 
Soft-mufing on a fummer's eve, fiirveys 
His azure ftream, with penfile woods enclos'd ! 
Or o'er the giafly furface, with his friend. 
Or faithful fair, thro' bord'ring willows green 
Wafts his fmall frigate. Fearless he of Ihouts, 
Or taunts, the rhetoric of the wat'ry crew 
That ape confulion from the realms they rule ! 
Fearlefs of thefe ; who (hares the gentler voice 
Of peace and mufic ; birds of fweeteft fong 
Attune from native boughs their various lay. 
And chear the foreft ; birds of brighter plume 
With bufy pinion Ikim the glittVing wave. 
And tempt the fun ; ambitious to difplay 
I'heir feveral merit, while the vocal flute. 
Or number'd verfe, by female voice endcar'd. 
Crowns his delight, and mollifies the fcene. 

If folitude his wand'ring fteps invite 
To fomd more deep recefs, (for hours there are. 
When gay, when focial minds to friendftiip's voice. 
Or beauty's charm, her wild abodes prefer) 
How pleas'd he treads her venerable Jhades^ 
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Her folemn courts ! the center of the grove ! 

The root-built cave, by far-extended rocks 

Around embofom'd, how it foothes the foul ! 

If fcoop'd at firfl: by fuperftitious hands 

The rugged cell receiv'd alone the ihoals 

Of bigot -minds, religion dwells not here. 

Yet virtue pleas'd, at intervals, retires ; 

Yet here may wifdom, as Ihe walks the maze. 

Some ferious truths coliedt, the rules of life, 

And ferious truths of mightier weight than gold ! , 

I afk not wealth ; but let me hoard with care, 
With frugal cunning, with a niggard's art, 
A few fix'd principles ; in early life. 
Ere indolence impede the fearch, explor'd. 
Then like old Latimer, when age impairs 
My judgment's eye, when quibbling fchools attack 
My grounded hope, or fubtler wits deride, 
Will I not blufli to Ihun the vain debate. 
And this mine anfwerj " Thus, 'twas thus I thought. 
" My mind yet vigorous, and my foul entire ; 
*' Thus will I think, averfe to liften more 
'* To intricate difcuflion, prone to ftray. 
'* Perhaps my reafon may but ill defend 
'* My fettled faith j my mind, with age impair'd, 
" Too fure its own infirmities declare. 
" But I am arnfi'd^by caution, ftudious youth, 
" And early forefight ; now the winds may rife, 
" The tempeft whiftle, and the billows roars 
*' My pinnace rides in port, defpoii'd and worn, 
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" Shacterd by time and ftorms, but while k {hunt 
*' Th' inequal confiidt, and declines the deep, 
" Sees the ftrong veffel fluftuace kk fecure." 

Thus while he ftrays, a thoufand rural fcenes 
Suggeft inflirudion, and inftruding pleafe. 
And fee betwixt the grove's extended arms 
An abby's rude remains attradb thy-view. 
Gilt by the mid-day fun : with ling'ring ftep 
Produce thine axe, (for, aiming to deftroy 
Tree, branch, or {hade, for never (hall thy breaft 
Too long deliberate) with timorous hand 
Remove th' obftruftive bough -, nor yet refufe, 
Tho* fighing, to deftroy that fav'rite pine, 
Rais'd by thine ha.nd, in its luxuriant prime 
Of beauty fair, that fcreens the vaft remains, 
Aggriev'd but conftant as the Roman fu'e. 
The rigid Manlius, when his conqu'ring fon 
Bled by a parent's voice j the cruel meed 
Of virtuous ardor, timelefsly difplay'd ; 
Nor ceafe till, thro' the gloomy road, the pile 
Gleam unobftrufted % thither oft thine eye 
Shall fweetly wander ; thence returning, foothe 
With penfive fcenes thy philofophJc mind. 

Thefe were thy haunts, thy opulent abodes, 
O fuperftition ! lience the dire difeafe, 
(Ballanc'd with which the fam'd Athenian peft 
Were a fiiort head-ach, were the trivial pmn 
Of tranfient indigeftion) feiz'd mankind. 

Long time ftie rag'd, and fcarce a fouthern gale 
3 Warm'd 
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■Warm'd our chill air, unloaded with the threats ' 
Of tyrant Rome ; but futile all, till fhe, 
Rome's abler legate, magnify'd their pow'r. 
And in a thouiand horrid forms attir'd. 

Where then waa truth, to fanftify the page 
Of Britifh annals ? if a foe expir'd, 
The perjur*d monk fuborn'd infernal ihrieks. 
And fiends to fnatch at the departing foul 
Witl\ hellilh emulation. If a friend, 
High o'er his roof exukajit angels tune 
Their golden lyresi and waft him to tlie fkies. 

What then were vows, were oaths, were plighted faith ? 
The fovereign's juft, the fubjefts loyal pa£t 
To cherifli mutual good, arniuU'd and vun. 
By Roman magic, grew an idle fcroll 
Ene the frail famf^ion of the wax was cold. 

With thee, *Plantagenet, from civil broils 
The land awhile refpir'd, and all was peace. 
Then Becket rofe, and impotent of mind. 
From regal courts with lawlefs fury march'd 
The church's blood-ftain'd convicts, and foi^are -, 
Bid murd'rous prieils the fov'reign frown contemn. 
And with unhallowed f crofier bruis'd the crown. 

Yet yielded not fupinely tame a prince 
Of Henry's virtues; learn'd, courageous,- wife. 
Of fair ambition. Long his regal foul 
Firm and ereft the peevifli prieft exil'd. 
And brav'd the fury of revengeful Rome. 

X 4 Ji 
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In vMn ! kt one faint malady difFufe 
The penfive gloom which fuperftition loves. 
And fee him, dwindled to a recreant groom. 
Rein the proud palfrey while the prieft afcends ! 

Was CoEUR-DE-LioN blcft with whiter days ? 
Hear the cowl'd zealots with united cries 
Urge the crulade i and lee, of half his ftores 
Defpoil'd the wretch, ^^hofewifer bofom chofe 
To bleis his friends, his race, his native land. 

Often f^r flins that roll'd their annual race. 
Not one beheld him on his vacant throne : 
Wlule haughty •Loncchamp, *mid his liv'ry'd files 
Of wanton vaflals, fpoil'd his faithfiil realm. 
Battling in foreign fields ; collecting wide 
A laurel harveft for a pillag'd land.' 

Oh dear-bought trophies ! when a prince dcferts 
His drooping realm, to pluck the barren fprays ! 

When feithleft John ufurp'd the fully'd crown 
What ample tyranny ! the groaning land 
Deem'd earth, deem'd heav'n its foe I fix tedious years 
Our helpleft fathers in defpair obey'd 
The papal interdidt ; and who obey'd. 
The fovercign plunder*d. O inglorious days ! 
When the French tyrant by the futile grant 
Of papal refcript, claim'd Britannia's throne. 
And durft invade i be fuch inglorious days 
Or hence forgot, or not recali'd in vain ! 

Scarce had the tortur'd ear dejefted heard 

Rome's 
• Bifliop ofEiv, Lord Chancellor. 
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Rome's loud anathema, but heartlefs, dead 
To ev'ry purpofe, men nor wUh'd to live. 
Nor dar'd to die. The poor laborious hind 
Heard the dire curfe, and from his trembling hand 
Fell the negJefted crook that rul'd the plain. 
Thence journeying home, in ev'ry cloud he fees 
A vengeful angel, in whofe waving fcroll 
He reads damnation! fees its fable train 
Of grim attendants, pehcil'd by defpair 1 

The weary pilgrim from remoter climes 
By pwnfiil fteps arriv'd ■, his home, his friends. 
His offspring left, to lavifli on the flirine 
Of fome far-honoured faint his coftly ftores. 
Inverts his footftep ; fickens at the fight 
Of the barr'd fane, and filent Iheds his tear. 

The wretch whofe hope by ftern opprefllon chas'd 
From ev'ry earthly blifs, ftill as it faw 
Triumphant wrong, took wing and flew to heav'n. 
And rcfted there, now moum'd Ws refuge loft 
And wonted peace. The facred fane was barr'd. 
Arid the lone altar, where the mourners throng'd 
To fupplicate remlffion, fmok'd no more j 
While the green weed, luxuriant round uprofe. 
Some from their death-bed, whofe delirious faith 
Thro' ev'ry ft^e of life to Rome's decrees 
Obfequious, humbly hop'd to die in peace. 
Now faw the ghaftly king approach, begirt 
In tenfold terrors j now expiring heard 
The laft loud clarion found, and heav'n's decree 

With 
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With unremitting vengeance bar the flcies. 
Nor light the grief, by fuperftition wergliM, 
That their diftionoiu-'d corfe, fliut from the verge 
Of hallow'd earth, or tutelary faae, 
Muft fleep villi tmues their voflals ; on the fidd ; 
Unneath fome psdi, in marlc unexorcifed ! 
No folemn bell extort a nei^ibour's tear ! 
No tongue of prieft |MX)nounce their foul fecure ! 
Nor fondeft fnend aflure their peace obtain*d \ 

The prieft ! alas fo boundlefs wa^ the ill ! 
He, like the Bock he piUagM, pin'd ibiiom } 
The vivid vcnn«l fled his fady cheek. 
And his big paunch, diftended wkh the fpoils 
Of half his flock : onadate, gro^i'd beneath 
Superior pride, and mightier luft of poVr ! 
*Twas now Rome's fondeft friend, whofe meagre hand 
Told to the midnight lamp his holy beads 
"With nice precifion, felt the deeper wound 
As his guU'd foul revcr'd ^ conclave mOT«. 

Whom did the ruin fpare ? for wealth, for powV, 
Birth, honour, virtue, enony and friend. 
Sunk helplefi in the dreary gulph involv'd ; 
■ And one capricious curie envelop'd all ! 

Were kings fecure ? in Kwv'ring ftations born. 
In flatt'ry nurs'd, inu/d to fcom mwikind. 
Or view diminilh'd from their lite fublime -, 
As when a Ihepherd, from the lofry brow 
Of feme proud cliff, furveys his Icfs'ning flock 
In fiwwy groups difiiifive, ftud tl^ vale. 

Avhilc 
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Awhile the furious menace Johw return'd. 
And breath 'd defiance loud. Alas ! too foon 
Allegiance fick'ning few its fov'reign yield. 
An angry prey to fcruples not his o-wn. 
The loyal foldier, girt around with flicnglh. 
Who ftole from mirth and wJoe feis blooaning years. 
And feiz'd the fauchicffl, refolxnc to guard 
His fovereign's right, impsdf/d at the news. 
Finds the firm biais of his foui revers'd 
For foul dcfeptior. ; drops the lifted ftecl. 
And quits fame's noble harveft, to c^ire 
The death of monks, of fiarfeit and of floth 1 

At length fatigu'd with wrongs, the fervile lung 
Drain'd from his land ks fmall remaining ftwes 
To buy remiffion. But could thefe obtain I 
No ! refolute in -wrongs the prieft obdyr'd i 
Till crawling bt£e Co Rome's deputed flave 
His fame, his people, and his crown he gave. 
Mean monarch ! flighted, bray'd, abhwVd befoi* I 

And now> appeas'd by ddegated fway, 
The wily pontitF fcorns not to recall 
His interdiftions. Now tbc facred doors 
Admit repentant multitudes, prepar*d 
To buy deceit s admit obfequious tribes 
Of fatraps ! princes ! crawling to the flwine 
Of fainted villainy ! the pompous tomb 
Pazling with -gems and gold, or in a cloiid 
Of incenfe wreath'd, amidft a drooping land 
That figh'd for bread ! 'Tis thus the Indian clove 
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Difplays its verdant leaf, its crimfon flowV, 
And fheds its odours ; while the flocks around 
Hungry and fdnt the barren fands explore 
In VMn ! nor plant nor herb endears the foil ; 
Drain'd and exhauA to fwell its thirfty pores, 
And fiimifh luxury — Yet, yet in vain 
Britankia ftrove % and whether artful Romk 
Care&'d or curs'd her, fuperibrion rag'd. 
And blinded, fetter'd, and defpoil*d the land. 

At length fome murd*rous monk, with pois'nous art 
Expell'd the life his brethren robb'd of peace. 

Nor yet furceas'd with John's dilaftrous fate 
Pontificfury! Englifli wealth exhauft. 
The fcquent reign " beheld the beggar'd Ihore 
Grim with Italian ufurers i prepared 
To lend, for griping unexampled hire. 
To lend — what Rome might pillage uncontroul'd. 
For now with more extenfive havoc rag'd 
Relentless Greg'ky, with a tboufand arcs. 
And each rapacious, born to drain the world t 
Nor fliall the mufe repeat, how oft he blew 
The croife's trumpet ; then for fums of gold 
Annull'd the vow, and bade the falfe alarm 
Swell the grofe hoards of HB*f rv, or his own. 
Nor fliall flie tell, how pontiffs dar*d repeal 
The beft of charters ! dar'd abfolve the tyc 
Of Britifti kings by legal oath reftran'd. 
Nor can Ihe dwell on argofies of gold 

From 
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From Albion's realm to fervUe (hores convey'd, 
Wryng from her fons, and fpeeded by her kings ! 
Oh irkfome days ! when wicked thrones combine 
With papal craft, to gull their native land ! 

Such was our fate, while Rome's director taught 
Of fubjefts, born to be their monarch's prey. 
To toil for monks, for gluttony to toil. 
For vacant gluttony ; extortion, fraud. 
For av'rice, envyj pride, revenge^ and Ihame ! 
O dodrine breath'd from Stygian caves ! exhal'd 
Frorri inm«ft Erebus ! — Such Henry's reign ! 
Urging his loyal realms reiuftant hand 
To wield the peaceful fword, by John erewhile 
Forc'd from its fcabbard i and with bumilh'd lance 
Eflay the favage cure, domeflic war ! 

And now fome nobler fpirits chas'd the mift 
Of general darknefs. Grosted * now adom'd 
The mitred wreath he wore, with reafon's fword 
Stagg'ring deliifion's frauds ; at length beneath. 
Rome's interdifl. expiring calm, relign'd 
No vulgar foul that dar'd to heav'n appeal ! 
But ah this fertile glebe, this fair dom^n 
Had well nigh ceded to the flothful hands 
Of monks libidinous ; ere Edward's care 
The lavilh hand of death-bed fear reftrain'd. 
Yet was he clear of fupcrftition's taint ? 
He too, mifdeemful of his wholefome law, 
Ev'n he, expiring, gave his treafur'd gold 

T» 
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To fatten monks on Salem's diftant Toil! 

Yes, the third Edward's breaft, to papal fway 
So little prone, and fierce in honour's caiife, 
Cou'd fup'erfticion quell ! before the tow'rs 
Of haggard Paris, at the thunder's voice 
He drops the fword, and figns ignoble peace \ 

But ftill the night by Romifb art difius'd 
CoUeds her clouds, and with flow pace recedes. 
When by Ibfc Bourdeau's braver queen approved. 
Bold WicKLiPF rofe : and while the bigot pon'r 
Amidft her native darknefs fkulk'd feCftre, 
The demon vanifh'd as he fpread the day. 
So from his bolom Cacus breath'd of old 
The pitchy cloud, and tn a night of fmoke 
Secure awhile his recreant life fuftain'dj 
*Tiil fam'd Alcides, o'er his fubtleft wiles 
Viftorious, chear'd the ravag'd nations round. 

Hail honour'd Wickliff ! enterprizing fage ! 
An Epicurus in the caufe of truth ! 
For 'tis not radiant funs, the jovial hours 
Of youthfiJ fpring, an erfier all ferene, 
Nor all the verdure of Campania's vales. 
Can chafe reKgious gloom ! 'Tis reafon, thought. 
The light, the radiance that pervades the foul. 
And fheds its beams pn hcav'n's myfterious way \ 
As yet this light but glimmer'd, and again 
Error prevail'd ; while kings by force uprais'd 
Let loofe the rage of bigots on thdr foes. 
And feek affcftion by the dreadful boon 
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Of licens'd murder. Ev*!! the kindeft prince. 
The mofi: extended brfeaft, the royal Hal ! 
All unrelenting heard the Lollards cry 
Burft from the center of remorfelefs flames ; 
Their Jhrieks endur'd ! Oh ftain to martial praife ! 
When CoBHAM, gen'rous as the noble peer 
That wears his honoxirs, pay'd the fatal price 
Of virtue blooming ere the ftorms were laid ! 

'Twas thus, altarnate, truth's precarious flame 
Decay'd or flourifii'd. With malignant eye 
The pontiff faw Britanhia's golden fleece. 
Once all his own, inveft her worthier fons ! 
Her verdant valleys, and her fertile plains. 
Yellow with grain abjure his hateful fway I 
ElTay'd his utmofl art, and inly own'd 
No labours bore proportion to the prize.' 

So when the tempter view'd, with envious eye. 
The firft far pattern of the female frame, 
All nature's beauties in one form difplay*d. 
And cent'ring there, in wild amaze he ftood j 
Then only envying heav'n's creative hand : 
WiJh'd to his gloomy rdgn lus envious arts 
Might win this prize, and doubled ev'ry fnare. 

And vain were reaibn, courage, learning, all. 
Till pow'r accede : till Tudor's wild c^rice 
Smile on their caule j Tudor, whofe tyrant reign 
With mental freedom crown'd, the bcft of king* 
Might envious view, and ill prefer their own t 

Then from its tow'ring height with horrid found 
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Rulh'd the proud abby. Then the vaiihed roofs^ 
Torn from their walls, djfclos'd the wanton fcene 
Of monkiih chaftity ! Each angry friar 
Crawl'd from his bedded ftrumpet, mutt'ring low. 
An ineffeftual curfe. The pervious nooks 
That, ages paft, convey'd the guileful prieft 
To play fomc image on the gaping crowd. 
Imbibe the novel day-light ; and expofe 
Obvious, the fraudful engin'ry of Rome* 
As tho* this op'ning earth to nether realms 
Shou'd flafh meridian day, the hooded race 
Shudder abafh'd to Bnd their cheats difplay'd : 
And confcious of their guilt, and pleas'd to wave 
Its fearful meed, refign'd their fair domain. 
Nor yet fupine, nor void of rage, retir'd 
The peft gigantic ; whofe revengeful ftroke 
Ting'd the red annals of Maria's reign. 
When from the tendereft breaft, each wayward prieft 
, Cou'd banifli mercy, and implant a fiend ! 
"When cruelty the fun'ral pyre uprear'd. 
And bound religion there, and fir'd the" bafe ! 
When the fame blaze, which on each tortur'd limb 
Fed with luxuriant rage, in ev'ry face 
Triumphant faith appear'd, and fmiling hope. 
O bleft Eliza ! from thy piercing beam 
Forth flew this hated fiend, the child of Rome ; 
Driv'n to the verge of Albion, linger'd there. 
Then with her James receding, caft behind 
One angry frawn, and fought more fervile climes. 

Hence- 
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Heflceforth they ply'd the long-continued talk 
Of righteous havoc, cov'ring diftant fields 
With the wrought remnants of the Ihatter'd pile. . 
Then WoLBEY rofcj by nature form'd to feck 
Ambition's trophies, by addrefs to winj 
By temper to enjoy— whofe humbler birth 
Taught the gay fcenes of pomp to daezle more. 
While thro' the land the mufmg pilgrim fees 
A traft of brighter green, and in the midft 
Appears a mouldering wall, with ivy crown'd j 
Or gothic turret, pride of ancient days I 
Now but of life to grace a rural (cetit \ 
To bound our viftas, and to glad the fons 
Of George's reign, referv*d for fairer timea ! 

LOVE AND honour. 

Sed tuque Medorumfih^t ditiffima terta., 
Nee pulcber Ganges., atque auro turhidus HamitSt 
Laudihus Angligen^m certent: nm BaSra, nee JtiMf 
Totaque turriferis Pancbaia pifiguis arenis. 

LET the green olive' glad tiefpetjan ihores % 
Her tawny citron, and her orange-grovft, 
Thefe let Iberia boaft; but if in vwn, 
To win the ftranger plant's diffufive fmile. 
The Briton labours, yet our naUve minds, 
Our conftant bofoms, thefe, the dazled world 
Vot. J. ' y May 
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May view mth envy j theft, Ibaian dames 
Survey with fixt efteem and fond defire. 

Haplefi Elvira ! thy dif^btnis fate 
May well this truth cxpldn ; nor iM adorn 
The Britilh lyre j then ihiefly, if the mufe. 
Nor vain nor partial, from the fimplc guifc 
Of ancient record catch the penfive lay ; 
And in left groveling accents give to fame. 
EfcviRA I lovelieft maid ! th' Iberian realm 
Could boaft no purer breaft, no fprighdier mind. 
No race more fplcndent, and no form fo fiur. 
Such was the chance of war, this peerlels maid 
In life's luxuriant bloom, enrich'd the fpoil 
Of Britifli viftors, vid'ry's nobleft pride ? 
She, flie alone, amid the wilful train. 
Of captive maids, affign*d to Henry's care ; 
Lord of her life, her fortune, and her fame ! 

He, geii'rous youth, with no penurious hand. 
The tedious moments that xmjoyous roll 
Where freedom's chearfiil radiance fliines no more, 
Effa/d to foften -, confcious of the pang 
That beauty feels, to walte its flcctii^ hours 
In feme dim fort, by foreign rule reflrain'd. 
Far fiom the haunts of men,- or eye of day ! 

Sometimes, to cheat her bofom of its cares. 
Her kind proteftor number'd o*cr the toils 
Himfelf had worn : the frowns of angry feas. 
Or hoftile rage, or feithlefs friend, more fell 
Than fbrm or foe : if haply (he might find 
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Her cares dim'inHh'd ; fruitlefs fond ellay I 
Now to her lovely hand, with moddl awe 
Thfe tender lute he gave : Ihe not averfe 
Nor deflitute of fldll, with willing hand 
Call'd forth angelic ftrains ; the facred debt 
Of gratitude, (he faid j whofc juft commarids 
Still might her hand with equal pride obey ! 

Nor to the melting founds the nymph refijs'd 
Her vocal art ; harmonious, as the flxain 
Of fome imprifon'd lark, who daily chear'd 
By guardian cares, repays them with a fong : 
Nor droops, nor deems fweet liberty relign'd. 

The long, not artlefs, had (he fram'd to paint 
Difaftrous pjiEon ; how, by tyrant laws 
Of idiot cuftom fway'd, fome foft-ey'd fair 
Lov'd only one j nor dar'd their love reveal ! 
How the foft anguilh banilh'dfrom her cheek 
The damaflt rofe full-blown ; a fever came j 
And from her bofom forc'd the plaintive tale. 
Then, fwift as light, he fought the love-lorn mud. 
But vainly fought her ; torn by fwifter fate 
To join the tenants of the myrde fhade. 
Love's mournful vidims on the plains below. 

Sometimes, as fancy fpoke the pleafing talk. 
She taught her artful needle to difplay 
The various pride of fpring : then fwift upfprung 
Thickets of myrtle, eglantine, and rofe : 
There might you fee, qn gende toils intent, 
A train of bufy loves •, fome plwk the flow'r, 
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Some twine the garland, fome with grave giimacr 
Around z vacant warnor call the wreath. 
Twas paint, 'twas life 1 and fure to piercing eyes 
The warrior's face depidur'd Henry's mien. 

Now had the gen'rous chief with joy perus'd 
The n^al fcroll, which to their native home, 
Their ancient rights, uninjur'd, unredeem'd, 
Reftor'd the captives. Forth with rapid haAe 
To glad his fair Elvira's ear, he fprung » 
Fir'd by the bUfc he panted to convey j 
But fir'd in vain ! Ah ! what was his amaze. 
His fond diftrefn, when o'er her pallid face 
Deje^ion reign'd, and from her tifeleG hand 
Down dropt the myrtle's fair unfinifti'd ftow'r f 
Specchlefs Ihe ftoo4i at length with accents fiunt, 
*' Well may my native fl'ore, Ihe faid, refound 
** Thy monarch's pr^e j and ere Elvira prove 
** Of thine forgetful, flow'rs (hall ceafe to feel 
** The foffring breeze, and nature change her laws." 

And now the grateful cdidt wide alarm'd 
The Britifh hoft. Around the fmiling yourf» 
CalI'd to their native fcenes, with willing hafte 
Their fleet unmoor j impatient of the love 
That weds each bofom to its native fdiL 
The patriot paflion ! ftrong in ev'ry clime. 
How juftly theirs, who find no foreign fweets 
To diflipate their loves, or match their own, 

' Not fo Elvira I Ihe, difaflrous maid, 
.Was doubly captive ! pow*r nor chance cou'd loofe 



[ 325 ] 

The fubtlc bands ; fhe lov'd her gen'rous foe. , - 
She, where her Henry dwelt, her Henry fmil'd, 
CouJd term her native ihore j her native fhore 
By him deferted, fome unfriendly flrand. 
Strange, bleak, forlorn ! a defcrt wafte and wild. 

The fleet careen'd, the wind propitious fill'd 
The fwelling fails, the glitt'ring tranfports wav'd 
Their pennants gay, and halcyons azure wirg 
"With flight aufpicious fltim'd the placid main. 

On her lone couch in tears Elvira lay. 
And chid tli' officious wind, the tempting fea, 
And wilh'd a ftorm aa mercileJs, as tor« 
Her lab'ring bofom. Fondly now ihe ftrove 
To banifli paflion •, now the vaflal days, 
The captive moments that fo finoothly paft. 
By many an art recall'd j now from her lute 
With trembling fingers call'd the fav'rite founds 
Which Henry deign'd to praife ; and now erfay'd 
With mimic chains of filken fillets wove 
To paint her captive ftate ; if any fraud 
Might to her love the pleafing fcenes prolong, 
And with the dear idea feaft the foul 

But now the chief retum'd j prepar'd to launch 
On ocean's willing breaft, and bid adieu 
To his fair pris'ner. She, foon as flic heard 
His hated errand, now no more conceal'd 
The raging flame ; but with a fpreading blufti. 
And rifing figh, the latent pang difclos'd. 

*' Yes, gen'roos youth ! I fee thy bofom glow 
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With Wrtuous tranfport, that the tafk is thine 
To folve my chains ; and to my weeping friends^ 
And every longing relative, reftore 
A foft-ey*d miud, a mild oiFencelefs prey ! 
But know, my tirfdier, never youthful mind, 
Tom from the laviJh joys of wild expencc . 
By him he loadi*d, and in a dungeon bound 
- To languiih out his bloom, could match the painS 
Tins ill-ftar*d freedom gives my tortur'd mind. 

What call I freedom f is it that thefe Umbs 
From rigid bolts fecure, may wander far 
From him I love ? Alas, ere I may boaft 
That facred blefling, fome fuperior pow'r 
To mortal kings, to fublunary thrones, 
Muft loofe my pafQbn, mull unchain my foul. 
Ev'n that I loath i all liberty I loath ! 
But moft the joylefi privilege to gaze 
With cold indifference, where defert is love. 

True, I wis born an alien to thofe eyes 
I'alk alone to pleafe i my fortune's crime ! 
And ah ! this flattered form, by drefs endeared 
To Spanilh eyes, by drefs may thine o^nd. 
Whilft I, ill-fated maid ! ordain'd to ftrivC 
.With cultom's load, Ijenfeath its weight expire. 

Yet Henry's beauties knew in fordgn garb 
To vanquifh me ; his form, howe'er difguisM^ 
To me were fatal I no fantaftic robe 
That e'er caprice invented, cuftom wore. 
Or folly fmil'd on, cou'd eclipfc thy fway. 

3 Perhaps 
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Perhaps by birth decreed, by fortune plac'd 
Thy country's foe, Elvira's warmeft plea 
Seems but the fubtler accent fraud uifpires ; 
My tendereft glances, but the fpecious flow'rs 
That (hade the viper while fhe plots her wound. 
And can the treinbliiig candidate of love 
Awake thy fears ? and can a female breaft 
By ties of gratefpl duty bound, enfnare ? 
Is there no brighter mien, no fofter fmile ' ' 

For love to wear, to dark deceit unknown ? 
Heav'n fearch my foul, and if thro' all its cells 
IL^rk the pernicbus drop of pois'nous guile ; 
Full on my ftncelcfs head its phial'd wrath 
May fate exhauft •, and for my happieft hour 
Fjp^t the vengeance I prepare for thee ! 

Ah me ! nor Henry's, nor his country's foe. 
On thee I gaz'd, and reafon foon difpell'd 
Diiji error's gloom, and to thy favour'd ifle 
Affign'd its totai merit, unreftrain'd. 
Oh ! lovely region to the candid eye ! 
'Twas there my fancy faw the virtues dwell. 
The loves, the graces play ; and blefl: the foil 
That nurtur'd thee ! for fure the virtues form'd 
Thy gen'rous breaftj the loves, the graces plan'd 
Thy Oiapely limbs. Relation, birth eflay'd 
Their partial pow'r in v^n : again I gaz'd. 
And Albion's ifle appear'd, amidft a tradl 
Of f^vage wailes, the darling of the ikies 1 
And thou by nature form'd, by fate affign'd 
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To paint the genius of thy native Ihorc, 

'Tis true, with flow'rs, with many a dazUng fcene 
Of burnilh'd plants, to lure a female eye, 
Ib£|iia glows : but ah ! the genial fun. 
That gilds the lemon's fruit, or fosnts the flow'r. 
On Spanifli minds, a nation's nobler boaft ! 
Beams forth ungentle influences. There 
Sits jealoufy enthron'd, and at each ray 
Exyltant lights hb flow-confuming fires. 
Not fuch thy charming region ; long before 
My fweet experience taught me to decide 
Of Englilh worth, the found had pleas'd mine ear. 
Is thef? that favage coaft, that rude fejoum 
Stranger to Britifli worth ? rhc worth which forms 
The kindeft friends j the moft tremendous foes ) 
Firft, beftfupports of liberty and love! 
No, fcl fubjefted India, while ftie throws 
O'er Spaniih deeds the veil, your praife refound, 
Lpng as I heard, or ere in ftory read 
Of Englilh fame, my bias'd partial brcaft 
Wifii'd them ibccefs, and happieft ftie, I cry'd. 
Of wom^n happieft fhe, who Ihares the love. 
The fame, the virtues of an Englilh lord. 
And now what fliall I fay ? bleft be the hour 
Your fiur-built veffels touch'd th' Iberian ftiores: 
Blcft did I fay the time ? if I may blefs 
That Iciv'd event, let Henrv's fmiles declare. 
Our hearts and dries won, will Henry's youth 
ppregp its nobler conqueft ? will he flight 

The 
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The foft endearments of the lovelier fpoU ? 
And yet Iberia's fens, with every vow 
Of lafting faith, have fworn thefe humble charms 
Were not excell'd j the fource of all their pms. 
And l<jve her juft defert, who fues for love-. 
But fues to thee, while natives figh in vain. 

Perhaps in Henry's eye (for vulgar minds 
DiHent'from his) it fpreads an hateful ftain 
On honell fame, amid his tr^n to bear 
A female friend. Then learn, my gentle youth ! 
Not love himfelf, ,with all the pointed pains 
That ftore his quiver, fhall feduce my foul 
From honour's laws. Elvira once den/d 
A'confort's name, more fwift than lightning flies, 
When elements difcordant vex the (ky. 
Shall blufhing from the form (he loves retire. 

Yet if the fpecious wjlh the vulgar voice 
Has titled, prudence, fways a foul like thine. 
In gems or gold what proud Iberian dame 
. Eclipfes me ? nor paint the dreary ftorms 
Or hair-breadth fcapes that haunt the boundlefs deep, 
And force from tender eyes the filent tear ; 
When mem'ry to the penfive maid fuggefts 
In full contraft, the fafe domeftic fcene 
For thefe refign'd. Beyond the frantic rage 
Of conq'ring heroes brave, the female mind. 
When ftecl'd by love, in love's moft horrid way 
Beholds not danger, or beholding fcorns. 
Heav'n take my life, .but let it crown my love." 

She 
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She ceas'd, and ere his words her fate decried. 
Impatient, wstch'd the language of his eye : 
There pity dwelt, and from its tender fphere 
Sent looks of love, and faithlefs hopes infpir'd. 

*' Forgive me, gen'rous maid, the youth retum'd. 
If by thy accents charm'd, thus long I bore 
To let fuch fwcetnefc plead, alas ! in vain ! 
Thy virtue merits more than crowns can yield 
Of folid blifs, or happjeft love beftow. 
But ere from aadve Ihores I plough'd the main» 
To one dear maid, by virtue and b)r charms 
Alone endear*d, my plighted vows I gave ; 
To guard my i^th» whatever chance fliould wait 
My warring fword : if conqueft, fame, and fpoil 
Grac'd my retwm, before her feet to pour , 
The gliit'ring treafure, and the laurel wreath; 
Enjoying conqueft then, and fame and fpoil. 
If fortune frown'd adverfe ; and death forb^s 
The blifsM union, with my lateft breadi 
To dwell on Midway's and Maria's name. 
This ardent vow deep-rooted, from my foul 
No dangers tore j tbii vow my bofom fir'd 
To conquer danger, and the fpoil enjoy. 
Her ihall I leave, with fyji events elate, 
"Who crown'd "mine humbleft fortune with her love ? 
Her ihall I leave, who now perchance alone 
Climbs the [m)ud diff, and chides my flow return ? 
And ihall that veflel, whofc approaching &iU 
ShaH fwcll her breaft with cxtafies, convey 
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Death to her hopes, and angoifli to hw fold i 

No! may the deep my vUlain-Gcafe devour, 

If all the wealch tbertaa imaa conceal, 

]f all the charms Iberian muds dilclofe. 

If thine, Elvika, thine, unidng afil 

Thus 6r pfcvaa— nor can thy VBtiiQus breaft 

Demand, what honour, faith, and tove denies." 

" Oh \ happy fee, rcjoin'd the penfiTC maid, 
Who (harcB thy fetne, thy virtue, and thy love ! 
And be fhe happy 1 thy diftinguife'd choice 
Declares her ^rorth, and vindicates her claim. 
Farewel my luciilefs hopes, my flatt*ring dreattts 
Of rapt'rous days ! my guilty fuit, farewel ! 
Yet, fond hpve'er niy plea, or deep the wound 
That waits my fame, let not the random Ihaft 
Of cenfure pierce vrith me th' Iberian dames : 
They love with caution, and with happier ftus. 
And oh ! by pity mov*d, reftfMfl the taunts 
Of levity, ffor brand Elvira's Same j 
By merit rais'd \ by grtttitudc appirov'd j 
By hope amfirm'd ; with artlels trudi reveal'd i 
Let, let mie fay, but for one matchlels maid 
Of happier birth, with mutual ardor crown'd. 

Thefe radiant gems, which burniih happiods. 
But mock misfortune, to thy fav'rite's hand 
With care convey. And well may luch adttm 
Her chearfiil front, who finds in thee ak)ne 
Thcfourceof ev'ry tjranfpotti but dH^ce 
My penfjve breafi;, which doom'd to l^ing woe. 

In 
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In thee the fource of ev'ry Wifs refign. 

And now farewel, thou darling youth ! the gem 
Of Englilh merit ! peace, concent, and joy. 
And tender hopes, and young defires, fercwe! ! . 
Attend, ye fmiling train, this gallant mind " 
Back to his native (bores ; there fweedy fmooth 
His ev*nii)g pillow ; dance around his groves ; 
And, where he treads, with vi'lets paint his way. ' 
But leave Elvira ! leave her, now no more 
Your frail companion ! in the fecred cells 
Of fomc lone cbifter let me Ihroud my fliame : 
There, to the matin bell, obfequious, pour 
My conllant orifons. The wanton loves. 
And gay defires Ihall fpy the glim'ring tow'rs. 
And wing their Hight aloof: but reft confirm'd. 
That never Ihall Elvira's tongue conclude 
Her fliorteft pray'r, ere Henry's dear fuccefs 
The warmeft accent of her zeal employ." 

Thus fpoke the weeping fair, whofe arttefs mind 
Impartial fcom'd to model her eftcem 
By native cuftoms ^ drefs, and face, and air. 
And manners, Isfs i nor yet refolVd in vain. 
He, bound by prior loves, the fplemn vow 
Giv'n and rccciv'd, to foft compafiion gave 
A ^ender.tcarj then with that kind adieu 
Eftcftm could warrant, weary'd heav'n with pray*rs 
To fliiekj that tender breaft he left forlorn. 

He ceae'id, ^ 1 to the cloifter's penfive fccnc 
ELVIRA (hap'd h?r folitary way, 

The 
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C 333 1 
The SCHOOL-MISTRESS. 

In Imitation of Spenser.. 



[Audita voces, vagitui o" mgem, 
Infantumque animafientes in limine primo. Vikc. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



^'iat particulars in Spenfer were imagined moji proper for 
tbeautber's imitation on this occafion, are his language, 
hisi\m^Yic\iy,bismaniterofAtizrYpiionf and a peculiar 

. tendeTm&o/Ceniimcntremarka^U throughout bis works. 



AH me ! full forely is my heart forbm. 
To think how mpdeft worth ncglciSed lies ; 
While partial fame doth wit|i her blafts adorn 
Such deeds alone, as pride and pomp difguife ; 
Peeds of ill fort, and mifchlevous emprize '. 
Lend me thy clarion, goddefs ! let me try 
To found the praife of merit, ere it dies ; 
Such as I oft have chaunced to ei]iy. 
Loft in the dreary Ihades of dull obfcurity. 

In 
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In ev*ry village mark'd with little fpire, 
£mbow'r*d in trees, and iiardly known to fame. 
There dwells, in lowly Ihed, and mean attire, 
A matron old, whom we fchool-miftrefs name; 
Who boafts unruly brats with birch to tame i 
They grieven foiic, in piteous durance pent, 
Aw'd by the pow'r of this relentlefs dame ; 
And oft-times, on vagaries idly bent. 
For unkempt hair, or talk unconn'd, arc forely Ihent. 

. And all in fight doth rife a birchen tree. 
Which learning near her little dome did Aowe ; 
Whilom a twig of fmall regard to fee, 
Tho' now io wide its waving branches flow ; 
And work the fimple vaOals mickle woe ; 
For not a wind might curl the leaves that blew. 
But their limbs fhiidder'd, and their pulte beat low ; 
Arid, as they look'd, they found their horror grew,' 

And fliapM it into rods, and angled at the view. 

So have I feen (who ias not, raaiy conceive,) ' 
A lifekfs t^utntom near a garden placed ; 
So doth it wanton birds of peace bereave* 
Of^rt, offong, ofpleafurc, ofr^aftj 
They ftart, tirey flare, they wheel, they look aghaft : 
Sad fervitude I fuch com&rtlels annoy 
May no bold Briton's riper ^e e'er tafle ! 
Ne fuperftjtion clog his dance of joy, 
Ne vifion empty, vain, his native blils deftcoy. 

Near 
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Near to this dome is found a patch fo green, 
On which the tribe their gambols do dirplay ; 
And at the door impris'ning board is feen, 
Left weakly wtghta of finaller fize ihould ftray; 
Eager, perdic to balk in funny day ! 
The noifes intermix'd, which thence refound. 
Do learning's little tenement betray : 
Where fits the dame, difguis'd in look profound. 
And eyes her fairy throng, and turns her wheel around. 

Her cap, far whiter than the driven faow. 
Emblem right meet erf" decency does yidd : 
Her apron dy'd in gnun, as blue, I trowe. 
As it the hare-bell that adoms the field : 
And in her hand, for fcepter, (he does «deld 
Tway birchen fprays -, with anxious fear entwin*d. 
With dark (fiftnrfl,. and fed repentance fill'd j 
And ftedfeft hate, and ftiarp affliftion join'd. 
And fury uncontroul'd, and chaftifemcnt unkind. 

Few but have ken*d, in femblancc meet paurtray'd. 
The chihhfti feces erf" old Eol's train ; 
Libs, Notus, Avster : thcfc in frowns array'd. 
How then would fare or earth, or flcy, or main. 
Were the ftern god to give his fiaves the rein ? 
And were not fhe rebelUous breafts to quell. 
And were not fhe her ftatutes to maintMn, 
The cott no more, I ween, were deem'd the cell, 
Where comely peace of mind, and decent order dwell. 
A ruflet 
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A ruffet ftole was o'er her ftioulders thrown j 
A ruffet khtle fenc'd the nipping air j 
'Twas fimple rufler, but it was her own j 
*Twas her own country bred the flock lb fair i 
Twas her own labour did the fleece prepare ; 
And, footh to fay, her pupils, rang'd around. 
Thro' pious awe» did term it paffing rare » 
For they in gaping wonderment abound, 
And think, no doubt,ihebeenthegreatellwighcoD ground 

Albeit ne flatt'ry did corrupt her truth, 
Ne pompous title did debauch her ear } 
Goody, good-woman, goffip, n'aunt, forfooth. 
Or dame, the fole additions ihe did hear i 
Yet thefe flic chaUeng'd> thefe flie held right dear : 
Ne would efteem him ad as mought behove. 
Who fliould not honour'd eld with thefe revere : 
For never title yet fo mean could prove. 
But there was eke a mind which did that title love. 

One ancient hen Ihe took delight to feed. 
The plodding pattern of the bufy dame i 
Which, ever and anon, impell'd by nce.1. 
Into her fchool, begirt with chickens, came ; 
Such favour did her paft deportment claim ; 
And, if negleft had lavifli'd on the ground! 
Fragment of bread, flie would coUeft, the fame } 
For well ihe knew, and quaintly could expound, 
What fin it were to waftc the fmalleft crumb fhe found. 

Herb* 
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Herbs too Ihe knew, and welt of each could fpeak 
That in her garden fip'd the filv'iy dew j 
Where no vain flow'r difclos'd a gawdy ftreak i 
But herbs for ufe, and phyfick, not a few, 
Of grey renown, within thofe bordere grew : 
The tufted bafil, pun-provoking thyme, 
Frefli baum, and mary-gold of chearfiil hue ; 
The lowly gill, that never dares to climb •, 
And more I fain would ling, difdaining here to rhyme. 

Yet euphrafy may not be left unfung. 
That gives dim eyes to wander le^ues around ; 
And pungent radifli, biting infant's tongue -, 
And plantain ribb'd, that heals the reaper's wound; 
And marj'ram fweet, in fliepherd's pofic found j 
And lavender, whofe fplkes of azure bloom 
Shall be, cre-while, in arid bundles bound, 
To lurk amidft the labours of her loom, 
. Andcrownhcr kerchiefs clean, with mickle rare perfume. 

And here trim rofmarine, that whilom crown'd 
The daintieft garden of the proudeft peer j 
Ere, driven from its cnvy'd fite, it found 
A facred fhelter for its' branches here ; 
Where edg'd with gold its glitt'ring Ikirts appear,' 
Oh waflcl days ; O culloms meet and well I 
,Ere this was banilh'd from its lofty fphere : 
Simplicity then fought this humble cell. 
Nor ever would ihe more with thane and lordling dwell. 
Vol. I. Z Here 
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Here oft ihc d$me, on fabbath's decent cvc. 
Hymned fuchpfalms as Sternhold forth did mete. 
If winter 'twere, fhe to her hearth did cleave ; 
But in. her garden found a fummer feat : 
Sweet melody ! to hear her then repeat 
How Israel's fons, beneath a foreign king. 
While taunting foe-men did a fong intreat. 
All, for the nonce, untuning ev'ry ftring. 
Up hungtheirufeleis lyres — fmallhearthadtheytofing. 

For fhe was juft, and friend to i^rtuous lore. 
And pafs'd much time in truly virtuous deed j 
And, in thofe elfins' ears, would oft deplore 
The times, when mith by popifli r^e did bleed ; 
And tortious death was true devotion's meed ; 
And fimple faith in iron chains did mourn. 
That nould on wooden image place her creed ; 
And lawny faints in fmouId*ring flames did burn: 
Ah ! d€areftLord,forefend,thilk days ftiDuld e'er return. 

In elbow chair, like that of Scottifli ftem 
By the (harp toot-h of cank'ring eld defec'd. 
In which, when he receives his diadem. 
Our fovercign prince and liefeft liege is plac'd. 
The matron fate ; and fome with rank flie grac*d, 
(The fource of childr«i's and (^courtier's pride !) 
Redrefs'd affronts, for vile affronts there pafe'dj 
And warn'd them not the fretful to deride. 
But love each other dear, whatever them betide. 

3 - Right 
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Right well (he knew each temper to defcryj 
To thwart the proud, and the fubmifs to raife j 
Some with vile copper prize exalt on high. 
And feme eiuice with pittance foiall of praifej 
And other fome with balefUl fprig ftie 'frays : 
Ev'n abfent, Ihe the reins of pow'r doth hold, 
While with quaint arts the giddy crowd flie fwaysj 
Forewam'd, if little bird their pranks behold, 
'Twin whifper in her car, and all the fcene unfold. 

Lo now with ftate Ihe utters the command ! 
Eftfoons the urchins to their tafks repair j 
Their books of ftature fmall they take in Imnd, 
Which with pellucid horn fecured are ; 
To fave from finger wet the letters feir : 
The work fo gay, that on their back is feen, 
St. George's high atchievements does declare j 
On which thilk wight that has y-gazing been. 
Kens the forth-coming rod, unpleafrng fight, I ween I 

Ah lucklefa he, and bora beneath the beam 
Of evil ftar ! it irka me whilft I write ! 
As erft the * bard by Mulla's filver ftream," 
Oft, as he told of deadly dolorous plight, 
Sigh'd as he fting, and did In tears indite. 
For brandifhing die rod, (he doth begin 
To ibofr the brogues, the ftripling^s late delight I 
And down they drop ; appears his dainty Ikin, 
Fair as the furry coat of whiteft ermilin. 

Z a O ruth-' 
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O ruthftil fcene ! when from a nook obfcure. 
His little fifter doth his peril fee : 
, All pUyful as Ihe fate, flie grows demure ; 
She finds full foon her wonted fpirits flee -, 
She meditates a pray'r to fet him free : 
Nor gentle pardon could this dame deny, 
(If gentle pardon could with dames agree) 
To her fad grief that fwells in either eye, 
And wrings her fo that all for pity (he could dye. 

Nor longer can Ihe now her Ihrieks command j 
And hardly ftie forbears, thro' aweful fear. 
To ruflien forth, and, with prefumptuous hand. 
To ftay harfh juftice in its mid career. 
On thee (he calls, on thee her parent dear ! 
(Ah ! too remote to ward the fhamefiil blow !) 
She fees no kind domeftic vifage near. 
And foon a flood of tears begins to flow ; 
And gives a loofe at lalt to unavailing wbe. 

But ah ! what pen his piteous plight may trace ? 
Or what device his loud laments explain ? 
The form uncouth of his difguifed face ? 
The pallid hue that dyes his looks amain ? 
The plenteous Ihow'r that does his cheek diftain ? 
"When he, in abjeiEt wife, implores the dame, 
• Ne hopeth aught of fweet reprieve to gain ; 
Or when from high ihe levels well her dm, 
Andtthro'thethatch,hiscrieseachfalliiigftrokeproclaim. 

The 
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The other tribe, aghaft, with fore diftnay, 
Attend, and conn their talks with mickle care : 

' By turns, aftony'd, ev'ry twig fiirvey. 

And, from their fellow's hateful wounds, beware ; 
Knowing, I wift, how each the fame may (hare j 
Till fear has taught them a performance meet. 
And to the well-known cheft the dame repair ; 
Whence oft with fugar*d cates flie dodi 'cm greet. 

And ginger-bread y-rare; now, ccrtes, doubly f.veet! 

See to their feats they hye with merry glee. 
And in befeemly order fittcn there •, 
All but the wight of bum y-gal!ed, he 
Abhorreth bench and ftool, and fourm, and chair; 
(This hand in mouth y-fix'd, that rends his hair;) 
And eke with fnubs profound, and heaving breaft, 
Convulfions intermitting ! does declare 
His grievous wrong j his dame's unjuft beheft ; 
And feorns her ofFer'd love, and fhuns to be carels'd. 

•His face befprent with liquid cryftal fhines. 
His blooming face that feems a purple flow'r. 
Which low to earth its drooping head declines^ 
All fmear'd and fully'd by a vernal Ihow'r. 
O the hard bofoms of defpotic pow'r ! 
All, all, but Ihe, the author of his ihame, 
AH, all, but flie, regret this mournful hour : 
Yet hence theyouth, andhencethefiow'r, fhallclaim^ 
If fo I deem aright, tranfcending worth and fame. 

Z 3 Behind 
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Behind fome door, in melancholy thought, 
Mindlelii of food, he, dreary caitiff! pines i 
Nc for his fellow's joyaunce careth aught. 
But to the wind all merriment refigns j 
And deems it Ihame, if he to peace inclines j 
And many a fullen look afcance is fent. 
Which for his dame's annoyance he deligns ; 
And ftill the more to pleafure him ftie's bent. 
The more doth he, perverie, her haviour paft refent. 

Ah me ! how much I fear left pride it be ! 
But if that pride it be, which thus infpircs. 
Beware, ye dames, with nice difcernment fee. 
Ye quench not too the fparks of nobler fires ; 
Ah ! better far thr.n all the mufes* lyres, 
All coward arcs, is valour's gen'rous heat j 
The firm fixt breaft which fit and right requires. 
Like Vernon's patriot foulj more juftly great 
Than craft that pimps for ill, or flow'ry falfe deceit. 

Yet nurs'd with fkill, what dazling fruits appear! 
Ev'n now fagacious forefight points to fhow ' 
A litde bench of hcedlefs bifhops here. 
And there a chancellour in embryo. 
Or bard fublime, if bard may e'er be fo. 
As MiltoSjShakespear, names thatne'erftialldye! 
Tho' now he crawl along the ground fo low. 
Nor weeting how the mufe fhou'd foar on high, 
WiJheth, poor ftarv'ling elf ! his paper-kit« may fly. 
^. .And 
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And this perhaps, who, cens'ring the defign. 
Low lays the houfe .which that of cards doth build. 
Shall Dennis be ! if rigid fates incline, 
And many an epic to his rage Jhall yield.; 
And many a poet quit th' Aonian field -, 
And, four'd by age, profound he fhall appear, 
J^ he who now wiA Tdainful fury thrill'd 
Surveys mine woric ; and levels many a fneer, 
Andfurlshiswrinklyfront,andcries,"WhatftufFishere?'* 

But now Dan Phoebus gains the middle ikic. 
And liberty unbars her prifon-door ■, 
And like a rufhing torrent out they fly, 
And now the grafly cirque han cover'd o'er 
With bbiil'rous revel-rout and wild uproar ; 
A thouiand ways m wanton rings they run, 
Heav'n ftiicld their Ihort-liv'd paftimes, I implore ! 
For well may freedom, erft fo dearly won, 
Appear to Britilh elf more gladfome than the fun. 

Enjoy, poor imps I enjoy your fportive trade j 
And chafe gay flies, and cuU the faireft flow'rs 
For when my bones in grals-green fods are Iwd ; 
For never may ye tafte more carelefs hours 
In knightly cafties, or in ladies bow'rs. 
O vain to fcek delight in earthly thing ! 
But rpofl: in couits where proud ambidon tow'rs ; 
Deluded wight ! wto weens f^r peace can fpririg 
Beneath the pompous dome of kefar or of king. 
-'■'-. Z 4 See 
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See in each fprite fome various bent appctr f 
Thefe rudely carol moft incondite lay j 
Thofe fauntVingon the green, with jocund leer 
Salute the ftranger paffingon his way ; 
Some builden fra^ie tenements of clay s 
Some to the ftanding lake their couries bend. 
With pebbles fmooth at duck and drake to play ( 
Thilk to ^e huxter*s fav'ry cottage tend. 
In paftry kings and queens th' allotted mite to fpend. . 

Here, as each fcafon yields a different ftore. 
Each feafon's ilores in order ranged been j . 
Apples with cabbage-net y-cover'd o'er, 
Galling full fore th* unmoney'd wight, are feen j 
And goofe-b'ric clad in Hv'ry red or green ; 
And here of lovely dye, the cath'rine pear. 
Fine pear ! as lovely for thy juice, I ween : 
O may no wight e'er pennylefs come there. 
Left fmit wirh ardent love he pine with hopdels carcl. 

See ! cherries here, ere cherries yet abound, 
"With thread fo white in tempting pofics ty'd. 
Scattering like blooming maid their glances round. 
With pamper'd look draw little eyes afidc j 
And. muft be bought, tho* penury betide. 
The plumb all azure and the nut all brown> 
And here each feafon, do thofe cakes abide, 
Whcrfe honour'd names th* inventive city own, 
Rend'ring thro' BritMn*s ifle Sidopia's praifes known. • . 
Admii'iJ 
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Admir'd Salopia ! that with venial pride 
Eyes her bright form in Severn's ambient wave, 
Fam'd for her loyal cares in perils try'd, 
Her daughters lovely, and her ftriplings brave : 
Ah ! midft the reft, may flowers adorn his grave» 
Whofe art did firft thefe dulcet cates difplay ! 
A morive fair to learning's imps he gave. 
Who chearlefs o'er her darkling region ftray s 
'Till rcafoa's morn arife, and light them on their way. 



:,..„z.db,C(.Q>|fle 



by Google 



CONTENTS. 
I. 

ELEGIES on fevcral Occafions. 

jd Prefatory effay m elegy. — Page 5 

ELEGY I. 

He arrives at his retirement in the country^ and takes 

occaften to expatiate in praife of Jimplidty. To a 

friend, — ' — ; — — 12 

E L E G Y II. 

Oh pofthumous reputation. To a friend. — 16 

ELEGY III. 
On the untimely death of a certain learned acquain- 
tance. — — — — 18 
ELEGY IV. 

Ophelia's arn. To Mr. G—' . — 21 

E L E G Y V. 
He compares the turbulence of love with the tranquillity 
of frimdfhip. To Meliffa his friend. — 23 

E L E- 

L, ,z,;i',C00^lc 



CONTENTS. 

ELEGY VI. 

JV a laSff on the language of birds. — , — 25 

ELEGY VII. 
He defcrihes his vifion to an acquaintance. — 27 

ELEGY VIII. 

He defcrihes bis earh/ love of poetry, and its confequences. 

To Mr. &——. iy4.5. — — 31 

ELEGY IX. 

He defcrihes bis diflinterefiednefs to a friend. — 34 

ELEGY X. 

To fortune^ fuggefiing bis motive for repining at ber dif- 

pmfations, — — — 37 

ELEGY XI. 

tie complains bowfoon the pleafing novelty of life is over. 

To Mr. f — — — 40 

.ELEGY XII. 
His recantation. — — — 43 

E L E G y XIII. 
To afriendy onfomefUght otcafion efirangedfrom bim. 45 

ELEGY XIV. 
jyecHning an invitation to vifit foreign cojintriesy be takes 
eccafien to intimate tbe advantages of bis own. To 

hord Temple, — — — 47' 

E L E G Y XV. 
In memory of a private family in Woreefterfbire. — 5 1 

ELEGY XVI. 
He faggejls tbe advantages of birth to a perfon of merit, 
and the folly of a fupercilioufnefs that is built upon 
that fole foundaiion. t- — ^56 

L ,_ j\CoogTc 



CONTENTS. 

ELEGY XVII. 

He indulges the fuggefiions of fpJeen: an elegy to /hi 

winds. — — — —61 

ELEGY. XVIII. 

He repeats the fsng of Collin, a difceming jhepberd 1 

lamenting tbeftate of the woollen manufa^ury. 65 

ELEGY XIX. 

Writteninfpring ly^^. — — — 69 

ELEGY XX. 
He compares bis bumble fortune with the dijirefs of 
others; and bis fubje^ion to Delia, with the mi- 
ferahle fervitude of an African Jlave. — — 73 
ELEGY XXI. 
taking a view of the country from his retirement, be is 
led to meditate on the charaBers of the ancient Britons. 
Written at the time of a rumoured tax upon luxury. 
»746. — — — — 77 

ELEGY XXII. 

Written itr the year zvhen the rights cf fepulture 

were fo frequently violated. — —Si; 

ELEGY XXIII. 
R^e^ions fuggefted by bis ^tuatien. — -^ 85 

ELEGY XXIV. 

He takes occafion from the fate of Eleanor cf Bretagne, 

tofuggeji the imperfeB pleafures of a folitary life. 90 

ELEGY XXV. 

^0 Delia, witbfomefowers; complaining haw much bis 

kenevolencefujfers oftaccounl of his busiible fortune. 94 

ELE- 



>„i,zDdbyGoogle 



CONTENTS. 

ELEGY XXVI. 

tiefinhh^ the fcrrov> of an ingenusus mind, ort ths 

melatuhefy event of a liciaiieus amnur. — 97- 



11. 

ODES, SONGS, BALLADS, &c. 

Rkral elegance .* an ode to the late duchefs of Somerfett 

Written 1750. — — — — 105 

Ode to memory. 1748. — > — — 117 

fif princefs Elizabeib : a ballad alluding to a fierj 

recorded of htr^ -when Jbe was p-ifoner at ffood- 

fiockf 1554. — — — I20 

Ode to a young lady, fomewbat too follicltous about 
her manner of exprejfion. — — — 123 
Nancy of the vale. A ballad. — — — 125 
Ode to indolence.' 1750. — . — .^ 12S 
0(if to health. 1730. — — — 130 

'To a lady of quality, fitting up her lil/rary. 1738. 13J 
Upon a vi^t to the fame in winter. 1748. — — 135 
An irregular ode after ficknefs. 1749. — — 137 
Written in a ficwcr book of my own colourings dejigmd 
for lady Plimoutb. 1753-4. — — 142 

Anacreontic. 1738. — — — 143 

Ode, Written 1739. — — — — I45 
^he dying kid, — — ■ — — 147 

Sengs, 

D,.„l,ZDdbyG00gle 



Ct)NTENTS. 

^oHgs, written ckiefy between the year 1737 and 
' 1742. — — — — _- 14^—165 
The baicjon. — — — — — 170 
Ode. — — — _ — . — fy2 
A pafteral eJe^ to the honourable Sir Riebo'd Ljt~ 

telton. — ^ — — — — ; lyj^ 

Verfes written towards the clofe of tie year 1748, fo 

miUam LyiteJton^ Efl. — — — 181 
yemmy Dofwfon^ ahaliad; •mitten about the time of Int 

executiouy intheyeai-ty^$. — —^-—.185 
jlpaJioralbaUadj in four farts. Written 1743.— i8g 

III. 

LEVITIES, or PIECES of HUMOUR. 

Flirt and PHI; a decifion for the ladies. — — 20i 
Stanzas to the memory of an agreeable lady^ buried 
in marriage to a perfen undeferving her. — 202 
Colemira. A culinary eclogue. — — — 203 
The rape of tbe trap. A ballad. 1737. — — 207 
On certain paftorals. ■ — — — — 210 

On Mr. C of Kidderminjier's poetry. . — — ibid. 

To the virtuofos. — — — — —211 
The extent of cookery. — — — — 213 
The progrefs of advice. A cetnmon cafe. — — 214 
A ballad. — — — — —'215 

Slender" s ghojt. — — — — 216 

The invidious. - — — — — 218 

The price of an equipage. — — —ibid. 

hint 

LM... Google 



CONTENTS. 

Hint from Votiure. — — — — 220 

Infcrtption. — _ _ — — jljid. 

7o a friend. — — — — — 222 

Afeletan nuJitatien. — — — — 225 

The poet and the dun. 1741. — — — 226 

ffritten at an itm at Henley. — — — 22S 

Afimle. — — — — — 229 

The charms ef precedence. A tale. — — 230 

Ode. — — — — — = — 238 

Epilogue to the tragedy efCkone. — — 339 

IV. 

MORAL PIECES. 

The judgment of Hercules. — — — 243 

The progrefs of tafte; or, the fate of delicacy. — 262 
Oecononrf^ a rhapfody^ addrejfed to young poets. — 285 
The ruin' dabbyi or, iheeffeSlsoffuperftition. — 308 
Love and honour. — — — ■ — 321 
The fchool-mifirefs. — — — "~ 333 



The End of the First Voi.ume. 



:,.:,iz.d=,GoOgk' 



I 



i:,"C00^lc 



i:,C00glc 



